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HORATIO SHARPE, Efla;

« could not but know, there were feveral Laws in Force, wiich require uéiji}y.“igéfﬁcés ‘o be
« done by him as Clerk of the Council ;” and the Lower Houfe; catching at 2 ?_artiifglﬁir Ex-
preflion, (a Pralice too common in this Kind of Controverfy,; ziid evading the Rezloning i
which the Expreflion flood, anfwered, that, ¢ as the Upper Houafe faid there were feveral Laws
< iy Farce, which requiréd mary Services to be done by the Clerk, when his Account for fuch
¢ Services fhould be laid before them, it {fhould be exzamined, znd every reafonazble Aliowance
¢ made ; but, to make Allowances for Services annually performed, in Complience with the Lawus,
«¢ withut any Account, was a Method of dealing out the Peoples Money they could never come
« into.” 1o this, the Anfwer of the Upper Houfe was very fhort and determinate; and the

ueftion being put in the Lower Houfe, whether Mr. Rofe fhould be allowed as wiual, it _veas
decided Affirmatively, and a Meflage fent with the Journal to notiiy their Aflent to.Mr. Reffs
Claim, and the general Refolve above recited. When the Upper Houle exprefied their Surprize
on Account of the Circumftance, that ¢ the Clerk was obliged, by feveral Laws in Force, to
¢ perform many Services,” their obvious Meaning was, that the Framers of thofe Laws muft
have confidered the Clerk of the Council as a Conflitutional Officer, with the Appsintmenz of a Salary,
otherwifc they would not have been fo unjufl, as to en}jin him to perform any parricular Duizes,
without giving him particular Rewards ; and, after the Lower Houfe had catched at the Exprefion
made ufc of by the Upper, and endeavoured to give it 2 Turn very different from the real Mean-
ing of it, but found the Upper Houfe determined to fupport the Clerk’s Claim, then the Lower
Houfe came to the general Refolution which they communicated to the Upper, importing, in the
cleareft and moft general Terms, that they would zllow the Clerk of the Council for all the Pub-
lic Services he fhould perform, upon their appearing by the Exhibition of an Account. Theugh
your Conftru&tion is extremely far fetched, and indefenfible on anv rational Principle, yet are we
not furprized that the Succefs of it fhould be hazarded ; for, in Reality, you have nothing but
that Pretence, weak as itis, to excufc or palliate your Condu&, in violating the Fzith of a for-
mer Lower Houfe. Mr. Rofs had always been paid a Salary by the Public; and, when the Al-
lowance was brought to a Determination in 1756, 2 Compliancein future with the Refolve of the
Lower Houfe, ¢ that an Account fhould be exhibited,” was by them made the Terms on which he
was afterwards to be entitied to a Recompence ; and it was natural for Lim to expect that he
fhould certainly be paid, if his Account of Public Scrvices, whether required of him by eny par-
ticular Law, or in the Courfe of his Duty, as a Conflitutional Officer, wagid fhew him to be
reafonably entitled to his ufual Allowance ; and therefore, if there were Realons for not allowing
a Salary to the Clerk, hereafter much more conclufive than any you have offered, confidering
what was the Condu& of the Lower Houfe in 1756, and their honourable Obligation ari-
fing from it we conceive that it is in no refpet Jultinable, to rejeét Mr. Ryfi’s Clam at this
Time. '

A private Gentleman who fhould refufe to allow an old Servant 2 Claim, founded as Mr. R¥’s
is, would have very little Reafon to expeét that the World fhould applaud him for his Prudence t
And we do not perceive, that in the Conduct of Public Bufinefs, Public Credit may be {uppori.
ed, without paying 2 due Regard to the Principles of Equity 2nd Honour, by which every pri-
vate Gentleman of Reputation holds himfelf to be bound :” But, in your prefent Rage againfk
Precedents, perhaps the Reafon why we confider the Proceedings of 17356 to be obligatery, may
induce you to think they ought to be flighted ; for your general Argument on this Heaa i3, that
70 Precédent ought to be regarded, and the Opinion you ha.¢ advanced from the Encourage-
ment of fome fuppofed former Succefles attending Perfeverance is no lefs than this, that Perfeve-
rance may accomplifh every Purpofe.

What may have been the Sentiments of the Writer you mention, on the Subje& of Precedentsy
or how he applied them to his Purpofe, is of very little Confequence.  We do not contend, that
Precedents, urged in the Support of a plainly injurious Meafure, ought to be relied upon. Qur
Words arc, ¢ We conceive that no Variation from the numerous Prececents, coatinued without
« Interruption, for fo many Years, and cftablifhed in fo many {ucccfive Inftances of Confirma-
“ tion by the moft deliberate A&s of our Legiflature, ought to take Place, unlefs the Precedents
<t have been experienced to be inconvenicnt, or can be clearly proved to be eppreffive.  The Uje of
¢¢ Precedents muft be perceived, when the Inconveniencies of Contention, which fow from 2
« Difregard of them, are confidered, and efpecially when they are feverely felt: When we re-
¢« flect, that the Intercourfe and Privileges of the Members of Political Bodics, the Meafures of
« Juftice in Contefts of Private Property, the Prerogatives of Government, znd the Rights of
< the Pcople, are regulated by them. There is, moreover, 2 Reverence due to anciznt Efta-
:"; bh(fih.ments, fadop;ed Sand 'conﬁrmcfd gy{ fubfequent uniform Ulage, and 2 Modefty. to ‘?e abfer-
« ved in oppoling the Sentiments of thofe who have occupied thcySt;txons W& are novs pizced in,

with, at leaft, an equal Reputation for Ability, Integrity, and Vigilance for the Public Geod.”

You do not examine our Reafoning, or exprefsiy deny the Principie of ity but you would con~
from.;:i.t by the P.aﬂ‘a'ge you have quoted, with hoyv much Propriety, or for what ej’(e, we lezve it
to thair Determination who may have the Curiofity to make the Collation.  To argue frem the
Abu{Rof 2 Thing, againft o/l Ufe of it, is a Method of Reafoning not likely to have much InBu-
ence in convincing, to whatever other Purpofe it may fubferve, and, without entering iato a
minute Co.nﬁd.eration, by what Means the Re.clution, or the other umpartan: Events you have ce~
Jebrated with 7#, have been brought about iu Struggles for Fuffice and Libersy, Subjets on which
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