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at the Requeft of their Reprefentatives, {o well known fo bs their Senie, 2 natural :and tadeli-
table Right, and tho’ the Obftru@ions it has hitherto met with, may have procures temperary
Conveniencies to the Government, the Termination of 2!l Points in Difpute, frould we think,
be much more defirable to the Government itfelf. '

With what Idea of Juftice, or real Utility to the Country, your Honours have made the fpecious
Propofition, ¢ that all the public Creditors be immediately fatishied, except the Members of the
< Two Houfes and the Clerk of the Council, who may wait till 2 Decifion of the Quefiion
‘¢ fhall be notified to us,” we cannot conceive'; your own Allowances you may with Juflice
defer the Payment of as long as you pleafe ; but this Houfe, aétuated by nc other Motives than
thofe of Juftice, and an Attachment to the Rights and Interefts of their Conftituents cannot
Efteem their beft Endeavours of fo little Merit, as to place them on 2 Level with the Clerk of th
Council as to his unjuft Claim. Have your Honours objeCted in any Manner to the Juftice of
our Allowances ? Are they not given by an exprefs Law ?  Is there a more rightful Claim in the
Journal ? Suppofe the King and Council fhould determine in Favour of the Salary to the Clerk
of the Council, would the Clerk of the Council get his Salary the fooner, or be in any Manher
benefited by our laying out of our juft Rights » Thinking the Expences incurred on Account of
the late War ought, from the peculiar Hardfhips to the Clzimants, to be preferred in Payment
to all other Public Debts, we fent a Lift of thofe Debts, znd a Bill for their immediate Peyment,
to your Houfe ; you were pleafed to indorfe your Negative for no other Rezafon than ¢ that there
¢ were other Perfons equally entitled to Satisfaétion from the Public, who ought to be confidered
¢ at the fame Time with thofec who were favoured by the above Bill . How then can you, the
fame Seffion, propofe fuch an Inconfiftency to your own Reafoning 7 Befides 2 full Payment
would immediately circulate the more Money, and confequently be more beneficizl to the Coun-
try. But we are apprchenftve that the Payment of thofe Debts, which we fill with-inftant, was
obftructed, and the new Propofition of a partial Payment made, from political Motives . Offers
of this kind have been often made by your, and as often refufed by the Lower Houfe, znd the
World hath as often apptauded the Prudence of the Lower Houfe 1n not conceding to Piopofi-
tions fo dangerous to Liberty. Your ample Private Fortunes, the Lucrative Ofces your Honours
enjoy, makc the daily Allowance from the Country contemptible to you ; s 1t not wonderful
you have not been pleafed long ago to give it up entirely to the Poor People I And may we not
hope, from the amazing Increafe of your Generofity and Compaffion, that 2 Sefiion or two more
will produce a Bill in your Houfe to Repeal fo much of the old A& as gives Aliowance to your
Members. But the Calfe is widely different with us: We confefs with Candour our private Cir-
cumftances aré generally pretty ftrait, and our Attendance here occafions great Inconveniencies
to Ourfclves and Families. We do not want to Better our Fortunes by ferving our Conftituents,
we only want their Approbation, quiet Confciences, and an Indemnity againft neceflary Expences.
Our Conttituents will give their Approbation when we deferve it, and zre fo far from defiring
our Ruin in their Service, that they are {mpatient to pay thofe Wages fo juftly and honourably
Earned. .

We do, May it pleafe your Honours, upon the moft mature Confideration, really and fericuflly
think, that the Clerk of the Council ought not to be paid the ufual Salery, nor in the ufual
Manner, whilft any of the Money taken in any Manner, and under whatfoever Direction, for
the Support of Government remains unexpended ; and we are alfo well {atisfied, much of thofe
Monies does remain unexpended, that fo much of that Money as is neceflary, cught to be applied
towards Satisfa&ion of any reafonable Demand the Clerk of the Council may have, for cficial
Services performed by him for the Public, and therefore we cannot 2gree to make the Allowances
you propofe on the ]y

circulating fo large a Sum as is neceflary for that Purpofe; we now propofe to you, that we
frame and pafs a Bill to raife Money to defray the Expence of an Agent to be zppointed and
paid, and direfted by the Houfe of Delegates, that the Journal be now paffed without Inferting
the Clerk of the Council’s Salary, and the future Payment to depend on the Determination of
the King and Council. The Agents Bill itfelf may apply Money contingently fuficient to pay
the Whole of Mr. Rofs’s Claim ; this Method will we think cffectuate every good Purpofe, and
we are fincerely defirous that it may be adopted by your Honours, by which’ < you muft be ac-
¢ quitted of all finifter Defigns to extort, in the prefent Conjunéture, any Conceffions from the
«« Reprefentatives of the People derogatory from the Rights of their Conftituents ;7 or, ¢ that
< availing yourfelves of the Diftrefles of the Public Creditors, 2nd the Diffcultics the f’copie in
¢ general will be involved in from the want of Money now locked up from the common Ule,
¢ you aim at an Advantage which would not be attempted at another Crifis.”  Should 1t be
reje€ted, we fhall be equally concerned as your Honours, znd equally confoled from the Refielti-
on, that we have done every Thing in our Power to effectuate pubdlic and private Heppinefs.

One of our Members now lying dangeroufly ill in the Small-Pox, and the jut Fears of many
others of that infeQtious and dangerous Diforder, will make it impoffible t keep a fufficient
Number of our Members much longer together to compole an Houfc, we therefore requefl vour

ifonours

ournal ; nor can we, for the Reafons given you before, confent to a par- p

tial Payment of Public Creditors, unlefs in Favour of thofe mentioned in the Lift of Debts.{ﬁ‘
Under the unhappy Circumftances of a Difagreement in Sentiments between the Twe Houfes, %
in a Matter of fo much Cenfequence to the Public as the Payment of the Public Creditors, and ¢

L. ; ,
h S QLT oy e _._.v*.‘n.r



