72 VOTES anvp PROCEEDINGS, December 1765.

admired as feen, in the elegant ang beaptiful Drefs with which he has been pleafed to cloath
them, in a late Pamphlet: dpeaking of the Force of Precedent, he fays, ¢ When Inftances are
s yrged as an authoritative Reafon for adopting a new Meafure, they are proved to be more
¢« important from this Ufe of them, and ought therefore to be reviewed with Accuracy, and
<< canyailed with Strictnefs. What is propofed ought to be incorporated with what hath been
«¢ done, and the Refult of both {tated and confidered as a fubftantive original Queftion, and if
¢¢ the Meafure propofed is incompatible with the confticutional Rights ot the Subjedt, it is fo
i< far from being a rational Argument, that Confiftency requires an Adoption of the propofed
¢ Meafure, that, on the contrary, it fuggefts the frongedt Motive for abolifhing the Precedent ;
<¢ when therefore an Inftance of Deviation from the Conftitution is prefled as a Reafon for thé
¢ Eflavujbment of a Meafure {triking at the very Root of all Liberty ; tho' the Argument is in-
¢« conclufive, it ought to be ufeful.

¢« VWherefore if 2 fuficient Anfwer were not given to the Argument drawn from Precedents
¢ by {hewing that none of the [nitances adduced are applicable, [ fhould have very little Diffi-
¢« culty in denying the Jutlice of the Principle on which it is founded.  /#hat hath been done, if
¢ wrongful, confers no Right ta repeat it. Lo juftity Oppreflion and Outrage, by Inftances of their
¢« Comemifion, is a Xind of Argument which ncver can producc Conviction, tho' it may their
<< Acquieicence, whom the Terror of greater Evils may reftrain from refifting, and thus the
¢ Defpotiim of the Eaft may be fupported, and the natural Rights of Mankind be trampled un-
¢ der Feet. The Queftion of Right, therefore, doth not depend upon Precedents, but on the
< Principles of the Conftitution, and hath beens put upon 1t's proper Point already difcufied,
¢ whether the Colonies are Reprefented or not, in Parliament.

It was on this Principle, if we miitake not, that the glorious Revolution was effeCted ; it is on
this Principle we dare fay, that your Honours, asa Counctl of State, arc content to wave {fuch
Parts as you do not claim, or with to have, of that extenfive Jurifdiction exercifed by the Council
under a different Idea of Polity; 1t was on this Principle that our Predeccfiors {truggled for and
obtzined the Extention of the beneficial Statutes, obtained to the Public the Ordinary Licence
Fines, and the Eftablithment by Law of the Judges Oath. It was on this Principle, that our
Predeceflors firmly and effeCtualiy oppofed the Claim for Councillors Attendance, double per Diem
Allowances to the fame Perfon for Attendance in two_or more Capacities in the fame Day,
equally fan&ioned by Precedent as the prefent Claim, the mondtrous and unrcafonable Accounts
of Fees for Profecutions againft thofe who had been guilty of Excefles in the Proprietary Dif-
putes about the Limits of this Province, and Pennfylvama ; and the abfurd Claim of a late Go-
vernor, founded only in the Abufe of a ‘Truft conterred on him by the Public : Benefits to this
Province now univerfally acknowledged, and more than adequate to temporary Inconveniencies,
that thofe Struggles for Liberty and Jutlice ocfioned. The Part your Predeceflors took in
thofe glotious éom?,ﬁs need not be exhibited, our journals and Yours are full of Meflages from
the Upper Houfe very like your laft, and in thofe of our Predeceflors folid Anfwers may be found
¢o almoft every Thing you have advanced on this Subject. Truth and Reafon have prevailed at
taft, tho’ the }ournals of both Houfes are mournful Hiftories of their being for a Time fuppref-
{ed by Power, or obfcured by Proprietary Influence.

We fhould think when your Honours reflect that our Conftituents are remarkable in their
Quicknefs to difcover Right from Wrong, that every People who dare to think at all, know
fomething of their own [nterefts and Rights, you would forbear any Strokes to catch popular
Applaufe in 2 Difpute fo plainly againﬁ you. The Upper Houfe have heretofore made many
Attempts to gain the Opinton and Confidence of the People, but they have always been un-
feafonabie ; at Times when they have treated the Reprefentative Body with great Lightnefs,
and your Journals fpeak the Refult, wherefore then fhould you throw out the Offer you
now do ? Suppofe the Matter thould be determined in our Favour by the King and Council, as
we really think it would, ought the Country to pay the Expence of a Government Agent to
carry on the Difpute againit the People? You might as well contend for the Propriety of a
Man’s being obliged, before he (hould be allowed to profecute or defend his Right, to fupply his
Adverfary with Money to carry on the Conteft againit himfelf. If your Honours are not clofely
enouch Fonneded with Lord Baltimore to induce him to lay what you may think proper before
the King and Council, it is probable a Gentleman, Calvert, Lfq; mentioned in the
Court Calendar as Agent for the Province of Maryland, may tranfact this Piece of Bufinefs for
you, and if he has 2 Right to affume thut Tite, we prefume he devives his Authority from your
Honours, either in your Capacity of Council of State, or Upper Houle, or from fome Branch of
the Government, and we prefume whoever gave him his Title muft have given him an adequate
Reward ; for Office and Salary feem to be as clofely conneéted as Light and Heat ; we would”®
therefore propofe it to your Honours Confideration, whether in thefe Times of Diftrefs, it would -
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not be more confiftent with (Economy, and the Peoples Intereft, for your Honours to employ
the titular Agent on his old Salary, than to have, if you could, a new Tax on the People to
fupport an Agent againft their own Intereft.

That Part of your Honours Propofal, that refpects Taxing the People to fupport an Agent for
themfelves, had it ftood fingly, we fhould have gladly cmbraced, and for that Purpofc we have
this Seffion, as Lower Houfes of Affembly have for 2 long Time paft generally done, fent a Bill

to your Honours, which hath, as ufual, met with your Negative : We think a Tax on the People,
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