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pofition, refpeéting the Manner in which the ,Cle;&;.of the Qouz‘:,c;iinngw,, £r4d m’"u"uoe. gught
1o be paid for his,Services to the Public. We take it to be egreed, That the Clerx cugat to ke
fatisfied one Way, or another, out of the Public Money : Thet 2 Salary is the mofl conveniznt
Satisfaltion-} and. that the Salary of 9,600?@ Tobacco, or Sixty Pounds Cusreacy, ger Apnutiy
a moderate Allowance. So far our Sentimente coiacide with the Senfe of 2ll former Afibmblies,
deducible from the inconteftable Fad, Thet the Clerk of the Council hath always r_@c«i;;g@ ¢.8a-
lary, in every Journal of Accounts, that hath Pafled; from the Resr_olatten& o this Fime; not
to mention, the more liberal Income he received, before that Alra, from voes azﬂd}* TQuE s,
when S\Q Joungil exercifed, under a different Idea of Polity, 2 wore excenfive Juri@iion than
we claim, or wifh to have. Entertzining ‘the {ame Principles, and inflacaced by *t‘ma f'am:e ig-
tives of Juftice and Equity with our refpeciive Predeceffors, who have compofed the Legifiztore
of this Province from the happy &ra of the Reftoration of Exglifp Liberties, we coatewys that
no Variation from the numerous Precedents, centinued without Interruption for fo mehy Y@,
and eftablithed in fo-many fucceffive Inftances of Confirmetion, by their moit deliberate Adts,
ought to take Place, unlefs the Precedents have been experienced to be Inconvenient, or can te
clearly proved to be Oppreflive. The Ufe of Precedents muft be perceived, whea the latonve-
niencies of Contention, which flow from a Difregard of them, are confidered, 2ad efpaciclly
when they are feverely felt; when we refleét that the Intercourfe and Privileges of the Members
of Political Bodies, the Meafures of Juftice in Contefts of Private Property, the Prerogatives of
Government, and the Rights of the People, are regulated by them. :

There is, moreover, a Reverence due to antient Ffiablithments adopted, ead coniirmed by
fubfequent uniform Ufage; and 2 Modefty tobe obferved in oppofing the Sentimenus of thede,
who have occupied the Stations we are now placed in, withy at leaft, an cqual Reputetion of
Ability, Integrity and Vigilance, for the Public Good.

Confidering the State of incontrovertible Facts, and the Sanion arifing from them, we mul
be acquitted of all finifter Defigns to extort, in the prefent Conjunéture, z2ny Concefions
from the Reprefentatives of the People, derogatory from the Rights of their Confiituents, chere
not being the leaft Colour of a Pretence for an?/ Suggeftion, that, availing ousfelves of the fif-
treffes of the Public Creditors, znd the Difficulties the People in general will be invelved in from
the want of the Money now lock’d up from the common Ufe, we aim 2t an Adveatege which
would not be attempted at another Crifis. - ,

The firft Inflance, which occurs to us, of any Difpute between the Two Houfes, on the Sub-
je& of the Clerk of the Council’s Salary, happened in May Scffion 1756, when the laft Fournal
which Paffed, was under Confideration of the Affembly ; and the Proceedings of the then Lower
Houfe thew, that, on confidering a Meflzge from the Upper Houfe, infifting thst the wledd Al
lowance of his Salary fhould be made to the Clerk of the Council on the Journal, 2 Qesfiion was
put in the Lower Houfe, ¢ Whether the Members would agree to mzke the fual Allowance to
<¢ the Clerk of the Council, as by the faid Meflage was propofed, or not £ and determingd dhat
the «fual Allowance fhould be made to the Clerk of the Council: However, when the Jobraal
was returned to our Houfe, it was attended with 2 Meflage contzining 2 Pafiage in the foliowing
Words: “ We herewith fend you the Journzl of Accounts, in which i inferred an 4
« lowance to Mr. Rofs, Clerk of the Ceuncil, for Public Services by him domt; and have
« Refolved, That, for the Futire, no fuch Allowance thail be made: But, upom huving o
« particular Account laid before us by Mr. Refs, for Public Services by him dene fov this
«¢ Province, we fhall allow what appears to us reafonable.” Expeéling, that in Conformity with
this Refolve, a Requeft would, this Sefiion be made, of an Account, and being particulery de-
firous at this Time, when a Difagreement between the Two Houfes would prove extremely de-
trimental to the whole Province, to manifeft our Difpofition to preferve 2 good Underftanding
with your Houfe, by giving you all the Satisfa&ion, which we imagined you might defire, Wwe
direéted Mr. Rofs, and the prefent Clerk, very early in this Seffion, to make out an Actcunt of
their Services to the Public, and appointed a Committee to examine and compare it with the
Council Proceedings, that, if it was really your View, as we hoped it was, to form an Eftimate
of the Degree of Satisfadtion Mr. Rofs and the prefent Clerk might be entided to for their Ser
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vices, and your Intention to fettle his Claim, the Difpute might be ealily terminaged betwess v+

This Account, together with the Report of our Committee, we communicated to you, as foon 2s
an Account was requefted, tho’ it comprehends Arcicles beyond the Duties performed under the
Injun&ion of A&s of Affembly, and your Meflage, narrowing the Principles zéopied by the
Lower Houfe of 1756, on which we flattered ourfelves you would have proceeded, ané zgreed
to pay the Clerks for their Public Services, feem’d to intimaie a Defign of paying e ey for
Jome of their Services. The firft Step t2ken in this Contsover{y in the Year ‘756 ieplied an
Ignorance of the Services done by.Mr. Rafs for the Public, but fully exprefied 2 Refolution to
allow him for all fuch, if appearing by a particular Account. After the Clerks kad exhiblaed
their Accounts, and the Committee made their Report, we did not atfedt to concezl what srpbar-
ed from them; and we have Reafon to believe, that what did appear from them, was prz‘&! ges
nerally known, before your fecond Step was tzken in fending us 2 Meflage requiriﬁg ¢ a particulas
<¢ Account of the Charges of the Clerks for Services performed by virtue of the Laws of this
«¢ Province.” The Accounts have been laid before you, and we have finally vour Determinz-
tion, not onty not to allow him in the Journal for aff, but not even o 2ilow Rim for ans of his
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