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4 Votes and Proceedings, November 1763.
Mr. Foiapn, from the Committee appointed, brings in and delivers'to M. Speaker, the following
<

By th: LOWE R HOUSE of ASSEMBLY, Nevember Sth, 1763.
Gl irolane ssur HONOURS,

SY N2

V‘/Th doubs 1or but thar the Juftices are fufficienty qualined to do the Duty, in the Difcharge
of which we proncied o join with them the Gentlemen who are Reprefentatives of cach

Couary; but if their former Tranfactions might be admitted in our Conje&tures as to the future,

we ol nat but b2 Approhenfue that the People would ftill fufler, as we know they have a long

Time Jone, and now do, iomott Places, for want of Warehoufe Room, Wharts, Crancs, and

cther Comvenienaes, regueline by Law, and for which they arc annually Taxed.

We i oot atiers, thar the People in General loudly complained of the illegal ¥xaétion of Offi-
cersy bur that we knew their Complaints to be many and loud with regard to the illegal Charges of
Fees by Odhcers, and this we do ttill affert, and know they are far from being devoid of reafonable

rounds, and that they have not fow’d from Ignorance, or beer excited by Mifreprefentation.
Thzt an Ofcer mav at pretent be punifhed by Law for an illegal Exaltion, we are not ignorant ;
buz, from a Love of Quiet and Eate in fome, Tendernchs in Others, and Ignorance and Inability
in many more o remedy themielves, the Caufe of Complaint fill fubfifts.

We cannot fee how it can be inferred from any Thing we have propofed or faid, that.we think
the Officers deferve zenerally to be branded, and we muft exprefs our Surprize, that your‘H(mou'rs
fhouid infinuate, that an Ingquiry by the Country into the Conduct of an Officer, whole Probity and
Humanity is equal 0 that of any other Gentleman in this Province, would be harrafling him to
humour Ignorance and Credulity, gratify Envy, or appexfe the Malevolence of Enmity: Such
sentiments and Fxprefions we Jo not think applicable to the Conduét of the People of this Pro-
vince. and we wifh were omitted in political Difcuffions hetween the Branches of the Legiflature.
The Characters of Probity and Humanity would fhinc the b-i heer after every Inquiry, and if there
thouid be anv contrary Charadters, they would only be colubied in the Liche they ought to be
view'd in. '

However, as you difagree to the firft of thefe wo laft Propofitions, and reject the other, we fhall
contend no more about them ar prefent, but leave.tto Time to evince the Expediency of adopting
them herearter.

To the total Change of the Species, in which the Expences of executing the Law, and the
Money Payments under it, are afcertained, which is now the only matter of Difference between the
two Houfes, we cannet content.  Dollars noiorioufly pais in New-York and Pennfylvanta, wich
which we have condiderable commercial Connetions, at deven Shillings and Six Pence, and up-
wards, aad Foreign Gold at or above the Rates mentioned in our Infpection Law, and in Virginia
Dollars pass higher than the Statute Regulation. Contracting Parties here for feveral Years paft
have mutually underttood, that Gold and Silver at thofc Rates, fhould be paid in Difcharge of their
Contracts, unlels a diffe.ent Specie or Rate hath been ftipulated : On ‘this bottom fubfifing
Debts generally now ftand, occafioned principally by the Infpection Law Regulation of Coin ; and
whil® we fee the extenfive Influence of that Regulation, we arc apprehenfive that a different Re-
gulation will have the like Efeét, by drawing after it gencral Contradts, and a difadvantageous
change of thofe already made into the Infpeclion Law Species ; a ruinous Confequence fhould it be
into Seerling : Behides, the Spirit and Defign of the Statute we arc apprehenfive will be fruftrated
by the Effeéls of your Propofition; for the abovementioned Colonies will draw the Specie from
hence by its higher Denomination there. For thefe Reafons, and as the Statute makes no mention
of Gold, we propefe, in the Framing a new Infpeétion Law, to regulate Foreign Gold as it- now
ftands in the Oid, afcertaining_the Charges of executing the Law in Currency and Sterling, and
giving the Payer of any of the Infpettion Expences, Public and County Levies, Clergy’s Allowance,
Lawvers and Officers Fees, and other Payments under the Infpection Law, of Money inftead of
Tobacco, 2n Alternative of Paying in Current Money, or regulated Gold or Sterling Money ; Pay-
ments “in Stefling for Tobaces to be as you propofe at Seven Shiilings and Six Pence per Cent;
and as a fufficiency of Sterling Specie cannot be had, 2 {laufe to be inferted, to make the Species
of Silver mentioned in the Statute of Znne legal in Payments, and Tenders of Sterling payable by the
A& at their Seatute eftimated Sterling Values,  As this will not in any wife Contravene the Statute,

wHF 1n fome Meafure fecure our commercial Tranfattiens on their true Bafis, prevent our.Neigh-
bours from drawing our Specie from us, and render us fecure agziné Inconveniencies, inevitably
attendant onan Increafe of our Sterling Engagements, we hope for your Honours ready Concurrence
to this Propofition, that we may fpeedily Frame a Law fo defirable to every Degree of People in
this Province, from it’s confefled genera] Utility. , '

Aepa e e e e e o §tgned per Order, M. Macneamara, Cl Lo. He.
Was fent to the Upper Houfe by Mr. Murdock, and, Mr. Fahnfan. -
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The Houfe adysurns il 11 of the Glock Lfvernoon.

Post-Meripiest. The Houfe met according to Adjournment, S

The Bill, entitled, An A& for the more effectual fecuring of Orphans Effates; ;

The Bill, entitled, 4 Supplementary A2 ta the Ael, entitled, An A& relating to the Standard of Englifh
Fights and Meajures And Lo



