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Seflion, as you intended, but allow us Time fufficient to complete the Bufinels now before us; and as this
Requeft is a Matter, wherein- not only our own Convenience, but the Intereft of the Country, is greatly

concerned, we cannot doubt but that your Excellency will comply with it,

Which was Read and Affented to, and Signed, by Order of the Houfe, by the Honourable Speaker,

Ordered, That Dr. Steuart and Mr. Grabame do Tcxcquaint his Excellency, That this Houfe hath prepared
an Addrefs, to be prefented to him, and defires to know when and where he will be pleafed to receive it.
They retern and acquaint Mr. Speaker, That the Governor fignified he would receive the Addrefs immedi- -
itely in the Council Chamber. :

Ordered, That Mr. Fames Tilghman, with Five more, do prefent the Addrefs.

Mr. Murdock brings in'and delivers to Mr. Speallier, the following Addrefs :

To bis Excellency HORATIO SHARPE, Efg; Governor and Commander in Chicf in and over the Province of

MaryLAND.

The humble ADDRESS of the Houfe of DELEGATES.

&

May it pleafe your EXCELLENCY,

OUR Attention has been fo much engaged in the Bill for his Majefty’s Service, that we could not take a
more early Notice of the extraordinary Anfwer your Excellency was pleafed to fend us to our Addrefs,
in confequence of your Speech at the Opening of this Seffion.

We are forry to be involved in 2 Difpute with your Excellency at the Beginning of this new Aflembly ; but
as yoa have thought fit to enter obliquely, into a Vindication of the Conduc of the Upper Houfe, for refufing
Bills fo frequently fent them for Supporting an Agent, and by remote Intimations to conteft the Neceflity
of employing One in the Service of this Province, we conceive our Silence might be conflrued into an Ac-
quiefcence in your Excellency’s Opinion, and are therefore under an indifpenfible Obligation to affert the Ex-
pediency of exercifing a Right fo effential to the moft important Interefts of our Conflituents.

In our Addrefs to your Excellency, we had no other Intention in mentioning the Want of an Agent, than
to vindicate the Condu of the late Lower Houfe, and to account for the Generality of the Reprehenfion con-
tained in Lord Egrement’s Letter, and repeated in your Speech, which we conceived would have been reftrained
to the Upper Houfe, had the Subjeét been properly reprefented. Hence we inferr'd the Want of an Agent,
and the injurioas Treatment the People of this Province have met with from the Upper Houfe, by thetr re-
peated Refufal of Bills for the Support of a Perfon in that Character. This being the Cafe, we think your
Excellency had not the leaft Foundatidn for engaging in a Controverfy with us on this Head, nor can any De-
fign be fairly inferr'd from our Addrefs, of imputing the Mifcarriage of the Bills for Support of an Agent to
vour Excellency, as you are pleafed to intimate. We therefore think your Excellency went a little out of
your Way, in {uppofing we intended to include you in a Charge which is exprelsly confined to them.

Although your Excellency has not entered into a formal or exprefs Denial of the general Neceffity of em-
ploying a Provincial Agent in London, yet if your Reafoning in the particular Inftance you mentioned can be
fupported, it neceffarily fuperfedes the Expediency of employing one on every other Conteft between the Go-
vernment and People.  The Tranfmittal of the Journals and Bills to his Majefty’s Minifters feems, in your
Excellency's Opinion, to exclude the Neceflity of eftablilhing an Agent to reprefent our Tranfaltions at
Home, on the particular Subject of the late Supply Bills. 1f this Argument be admitted, it will follow,
thac let the Meafures of his Lordfhip’s Adminiftration be ever fo oppreflive to the People, and the Re-
monftrances of their Delegates be ever fo well founded, your Excellency may alfo prefume, that if the
Journals may be fuppofed to contain a troe Reprefentation of their Proceedings, there cannot be that great
Occafion which they apprehend for the Support of an Agent, becaufe thofe Journals have besn regularly
tranfmitted for the Information of his Majefty’s Minifters. Since, therefore, it feems to be your Excellen-
cy's Opinion, that we have no Occafion for an Agent in the particular Inftance mentioned in your Meflage,
for Reafons which may be extended to every other Caufe of Complaint, we think it amounts to little lefs
than a general Denial of the Expediency of eflablifhing a Perfon in that~Charalter. This, we conceive, is
a Dodrine of fo dangerous a Tendency to the Rights of our Conflituents, that we muft infit a little on
your Exceliency’s Patience, while we explain and enforce the Right of the People to appoint an Agent,
and the Expediency of exercifing that Right. The great End of employing an Agent, is to reprefent, and
bring to a final Determination, any Matters in Difpute with the Proprietary, by which the People may ap-
prehend themfelves aggrieved. 1f the People think themfelves aggrieved, they have a Right to apply to his
Majefty for Redrefs. If they have this Right, it follows, that they muft have a Right to the Mecdns of
giving his Majefty the fulleft Information upon the Subjet of their Appeals ; and this, no doubt his Majeity,
from hiz knewn Love of Juftice and Tendernefs to all his Subjets, would require; fo that we conceive it
not only an Invafion of the Pecple’s Privileges, but derogatory from his Majefty’s Dignity, to withhold from
him the cleareft Lights we can give him for the Information of his Judgment. If it be undeniable, that every
Individaal has, on proper Occafions, a Right to appeal to his Majefty, and to employ any Agent he thinks
proper to inforce his Caufe, and place it in the moft advantageous Light, it follows, « fortiori, that a whole
Body of his Subjects muft have this Right; we hope, therefore, we fhall be excafed if we fay, itis too afflum-
ing in a Governor to undertake to judge of the Expediency of the People’s having an Agent to fupport their
Interefts, when he may be confidered as the Delegate of the Lord Froprietary, againft whom they may be
defirous ‘to exhibit their Complaints, and the fubordinate Inftrament of thofe very Encroachments by which
they are aggrieved. Bat befides this, we think your Excellency a little unhappy in your Reafoning; for you
infer, that there cannot be that great Neceflity we feem to apprehend for the Appointment of an Agent,
becaufe the Miniftry have been informed from our Journals of the Natare of our Difputes. Now we think
your Excellency could not have produced a ftronger Inftance to fhew the abfolute Neceflity of our having one,

unlefs the Inefficacy of a particular Meafure can be fuppofed to render any other Step unneceflary ; -for what
' have




