HORATIO SHARPE, 'Efq‘;, Govetnor, 159

GENTLEMEN of the Lower Hofeof ASSEMBLY,
‘A S ap Anfier tothe former Part of. your Saturday’s Addrefs, concerping Mr, Damall, the late Naval

T

F\ Officer of Patuxent Diftri, I take the Liberty.to communicate to:you {and: I defire they may be
entéred on your Journal) an Addrefs that was prefented to me-laft Toeiday by the Gentlemen of.the Upper
Houfe (together with a Copy of the whole Report, of which you bave been pleafed to-give me an Extrad)
a Letter that I thereupon wrote to. his Lordfhip’s Attorney-General, apd -his. Anfwer, a Mefage:which I
{ent ta the Gentlemen of the Upper Houfe the 3oth of laft Month, and anoth Addrefs from them in
Anfwer thereto ; alfo Two-Letters which I afterwards wrote .to his Lordthip’s Attorpey-Geaeral, agd. the
Commiflioners of the Loan-Office, with a fecond Anfwer from the Attorney-General; by which,. I hope,
you will be convinced, that before I received your Addrefs I had taken every Step in my Power :oﬂfrteycg:
the Public’s fuffering Lofs by.Mr. Darnail's Mi{demeanor. : o '

. If you recur, Gentlemen, to thofe Addrefles of the Lower Houfe to me, wherein Mr, Darsall was carpt
at fome Years ago, you will perceive that he was only objeted to on Account of his fuppofed Attachment
to.the Principles of -the Church of Reme (notwithftanding he had, by a previous Compliance: with every
Teft propofed by the Laws of Great-Britain and this Province, afforded a full’ Atteftation of his Conformity
to our prefent happy Eftablifhment both in Church and State} ; but never did that Hodfe fuggeft to me,
not the leaft Room did they give me to fufpe&, that he wanted the Requifites which:youn du.nk oughs,
in all Promotions to Places of Profit and Truft, to be the principal Recommendations to Favour. *

" He had been in Office many Years before I arrived in the ‘Province, and as far 2s I could lears, bad
executed it with Impartiality and Uprightnefs : " I had not, as I obferved to the Lower Houfe-at that.Time,
had long Experience of. him, and tho’ I did foon afterwards appoint another Gentleman Attorney-General

in his Stead, yet I was not induced to take that Step by any Sufpicion of Mr. Darnall's being - fuch a Per-

fon as-ought not to be Trufted ; and, Gentlemen, if they by whom the Lower Houfe of Affembly was at
that Time, or hath been fince compofed, entertained fuch a Sufpicion, I cannot help thinking they ‘nfed
their Conftituents, as well as the Lord Proprietary and Myfelf, very ill, in not-adyifing me of it ; for, had
they done fo, we fhould not probably:have {uffered the Lofs that is now likely to fall on mbywél)gnaa’g
Failure. Butindeed I cannot prevail on myfelf to believe that (however averfe fome ‘People may have
been to his contiguing Attorney-Geugeral, from an Apprehenfion that he might be inclined_to fhew Favaur
to Perfons of the Romifh Perfuafion) either your Predeceflors, or You, apprehended any Inconvenience
would arife to the Public from M. Darnall’s aing in the Capacity of Naval Officer, moch iefs that he
was likely to embezzle the Country’s Money ; otherwife I cannot account, Gentlemes, for yous Ting

many Seflions to_pafs_ (as will 1 fuppofe coft the Province more than Twenty Thoufaad Pousnds) fines I{Z )

was appointed Naval Officer, without once calling.for_his Accounts (which ought t0: have e ..
with your Clerk) and infpeéting the Truftees Account, to fce, whether he had pund Dy Pﬂfm 2 hi
"Daty, and i particular whether he had remitted to the faid Trufees in Lowdon, the Money which you
knew . he muft rave colle&ed by-Virtue of the Laws of this Province. ILfay, Gentlemex, that 3 your Pre-
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deceflors, or You, were apprehenfive that his Condu& was not upright and juft, I canpot.acoougtfor youss,
fince 1 cannot fuppofe you connived fo lopg at his Progeedings purely that you .znay have sn Opports nity
of faying-at this Time,. that he owes the Country a much larger Sum, over and above the Penalty of his
Office Bond, than I fear will ever be paid.. . - . - - e g e
As it would be, Gentlemen, very unjuft to take Occafion, from the Mifbehaviour of .One, or of Two
Officers, to infinuate any. Thing to the Difadvantage of the Refl; I flatter myfelf you will,- when. you
fpeak of -Mr. Darnall’s Conduét, avoid general Refleftions, and diftingyifh the_Innacent from the Gumilty,
being fatisfiedthat none of you imagine any perfonal Favour or Attachment induced me to continue that
Gentleman fo long in Office : I fhould be forry if what you have faid thould, lead ‘others to think fo, or to
foppofe, that jn beftowing Places of Trufk or Profit, I have, been inflacnced - by fach-Motives: sather - tgn
by a Regaid for the Good of the Community, which you ‘may be affared ‘1 fhall ailnyskegpam,‘{my .
And ‘if, at any Time hereafter, while I may refide among you, i ‘fhonld happen thatan.
(for I muft often rely on the Recommendation, of others) be appointed to.an.Office, -

_ that a Difcovlery of his Demerit, fhall be to.me a fufficient Incitement to foch-a- Mafﬂt am} w :

any Lofs to the Public from his fubfequent Mdbehavmur B
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