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¢ they expended on the Alarm in Nowember laft, when it was believed in thofe th',’mti\cs that a large Body
« of Indians were advancing toward the Center of the Province.”” It appears by; their Journal, that tbe
Houfe about a Month afterwards, referred the Officers Accognts for Confideration of the next Seflion: The
Confequence of which has been, that none of them have been yet paid, tho’ an 4 has been pafled fince
I laid them before the Houfe, for Payment of the Public Charge of this Province, by: Virtue of avbich, ma-
w Members of that Houfe, as feveral Gentlemen among you €an teftify, have received, or mayina few -

ecks receive, to the Value of fome Hundred Pounds a-piece, for ferving their Country as Reprefentatives
in Affembly. . :

The Number of Gentlemen that accompanied me on my Journey to the Frontigrs in the Year 1755,
after the Defeat of General Braddsck, was not, I believe, fo large as you imagine ; the Company confifted
of Lieutenant Go/d and Enfign Rufell of his Majefty’s Forces, Mr. Ridout my Secretary, the Deputy-
Sheriff of Frederick County, and Mr. Jaac Bater, befides Five or Six young Men that feemed fond of
going with us from Frederich-Town, and whofe Expences I bare; not that} {uppofe it would have been
difficult for me to get a greater Number, but I thought thefe were enough ; befides|1 was unwilling to take
the People from their Harveft, or to put the Country to any Expence that could poﬁibly be avoided.

With Regard to the Behaviour of the Militia thae were ordered out on the prtr:{;nt Occafion from Kent
and Queen-Anne’s Counties, Ican only repeat what I have been_told by their Officers, that no fooner had
they received my Orders to march, than fome who have the Homour to fit in your Houfe, exerted their
utmoft Endeavours to diffuade and difcourage them from marching ; the Officers were firft praltifed with,
and afterwards the Men. All the Reafons contained in the Addrefs, which you bave now prefented to
me, were urged to them, together with fome which you have not in the Addrefs tiken Notice of, partica-
larly, that aitho’ I had a Right or Power to oblige the whole Militia of a County to march, yet Ihad no
Authority to order the Officers of a Regiment to determine among themfelves by drawing Lots, which of
them fhould take the Command of, and March with, a Company or Detachment. I have been told likewife,
that many Artifices were ufed to hinder the Prefs-mafters from executing my Warrants; however, both
they, and the Officers to whom my Orders were fent, knew their Duty, and performed it. And the Men,
2fter the Impreflion that thefe fallacious Arguments had at frft made on them was effaced, obeyed their
Oficers Commands, excepting a few, whofc Names I underftand were returned by their Captain to 2 Juttice
of the Peace, according to the Diredlions of the A&t of Aflembly: Whether they have been all as yet car-
ried before him, and whether he admitted the Excufes of fuch as were, or to what it is owing that none
of them were bound over to the laft Provincial Court, I have not been able to learn ; but as the Clerk of
the Council was ordered feveral Days ago to write to Mr. Ringgold the Juftice, I expect that that Gen-
tleman will foon fend us a particular Account of the Steps he has taken with refpeét to this Affair ; and if
it fhall appear that he hath been deficient in Point of Duty, as it is fuppofed by fome that he has, you
may depend that proper Notice fhall be taken of his Offence or Negle&t. 5

After what you have often faid concerning the Ravages that have been Committed fince the French
and their Jra:an Allies firft made a Defcent on this and the two Neighbouring Provinces, I am furprized,
Gentlewen, 10 hear you fpeak of them as trifling Incurfions, and that you fhould take Occafion from a Mef-
fage which Governor Denny fent in March laft to the Aflembly of Penyfylvania, to propagate an Opinion
that we have nothing more to fear from the /ndzans to the Weftward, when we have received Accounts of
their having fince that Time attacked the Frontier Inhabitants of Pexufjlvania in three different Places,
and cut off or carried into Capuivity a very confiderable Number of thofe unhappy . People.

Should the Iffue of this Seffion be fuch as I moft carneftly hope it will, I fhall immediately Coun-
termand the Orders that have been fent to Captain Brome and to the Captain of a Company of Militia in
Cecil County; but if you fhould unhappily break up again, without making Provifion for the Support of
any Troops, either to aét under the Command of Brigadier Forbes, or to be left on our Frontiers, I appre-
hend the Gentlemen of the Council will think it abfolutely neceffary that Two or Three Companies of
Militia thould immediately March, left upon our Troops Difbanding themfelves (as they then undoubtedly
will, though no Member of your Houfe fhall advife them to do fo) the Frontier Inhabitants fhould in De-
{pair abandon their Plantations, or fall an eafy Prey to their Savage and Cruel Enemies. I affure you,
Gentlemen, that nothing could give me greater Unealinefs than to find myfelf obliged to take a Step which
muft neceflarily put many of the People of this Province to Inconveniencies, and that it will not be be-
caufe I have lefs Compaffion for thofe whofe Lot it may be to|march, than yourfelves, if I fhould iffue
freth Orders, but becaufe I think myfelf anfwerable for the Lives of the People committed to my Care, and

that it is my indifpenfable Duty to ufe every legal Means in my Power for their Defence. I flatter m)gflf
at




