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It does not I prefume. neceflarily follow, that becaufe I am‘ of Opinion I had a Power to march, by

Advice of the Council, the Companies of Militia abovementioned, that therefore I muft fappofe I had an
Authority to march the Militia of this Province whenever and wherefoever I thould pleafe, even without
their Advice, and that fome futare Governor might, by Virue of the fame Authority, whenever he fhall
find himfelf oppofed in any unjuft Views or Defigns; compel the whole Militi2 of the Province ta march to
any diftant Part of it, and keep them there-until their Reprefentatives fhall have complied with all his ex-
travagant Demands : I can anfwer for myfelf, that a due Senfe of my Duty to the Lord Prgprietary, and a
fincere Regard for the People committed to my Care, will always make me extremely czutious, znd avoid
every Step that might give them juft Caufe of Difcontent or Uneafinefs, or tend to alienate their AffeGions
from his Lordthip’s Government; and I cannot believe that any Governorin his Senfes, wounld ever think
of harrafling the Militia of this Province.in fuch a2 Manner or with {uch a View, tho’ he was intirely Inde-
endent and not anfwerable to any Superiors for his Conduct. _ - ]

If the March of thofe Militia was lawful and neceflary, and I hope you are by this Time clearly of Opi-
nion it was both, the Imprefling Provifions for them in the Counties whence they marched, was a Meafure
that could not be well avoided, notwithftanding the Country was thereby put to fome extraordinary Expence
on Account of the Carriage. . That Provifions may be bought for ready Money at a cheaper Rate in Frede-
rick County than on the Eaftern Side of the Bay, is perhaps true; but what was that to me who had not
ready Money to purchafe with. Suppofe I fhould find. myfelf obliged to defend or proteét this Country
with Militia as long as it fhall continue in the Circumftances defcribed in our Law, Ought the Peaple of
Frederick County alone to fupply them gratis with Provifions? Or, in other Words, Should the Principal,
or almoft the Whole Burthen of fuch a Defenfive War, fall upon thofe that are fuppofed to be the leaft able
to bear it? This, I am fatisfied, was far from being the Defire of the late Lower Houfe of Aflembly,
when they told me in their Addrefs, that they were fenfible the Impreffing Provifions for the Miiitia from
the Frontier Inhabitants, might greatly diftrefs them, and when they made Provifion for the immediate Pay-

ment of any Perfons that would engage to- vi€tual fuck Militia ; if you confider likewife the Dificulty 3 -

Prefs-mafter muft meet with, as well as the T'ime that muft be fpent in colleGing any confiderable Quantity
of Provifions, and the Lofs any Officers of Militia would be at in a County where they thould neither be
acquaintéd with the Prefs-mafters, nor any other Perfon ; you will, I flatter myfelf, be reconciled to all the
Steps that have been taken, efpecially when the Gentlemen of Calvert County have told you, that the
principal, if not the only, Reafon, why the Company of Militia, commanded by Captain Brome, delayed,
to march fo long after he received my Orders, was, that a fufficient Quantity of Provifions could not be
colle&ted for them fo foon as was expeted, and that they were afraid of fuffering through Want of Food,
after they fhould arrive at their Place of Deftination, y

I am obliged to you for believing, that I did not order the Militia from Kent, Queen<dnre’s M;ﬂ
Counties now, or from Amne-Arundel, Baltimore, Charles, Frederick and Prince-George's Counties Leretofore,
with an Intention to difquiet and diftrefs the good People of any particular Parts of the Province. In this
you do me great Juftice, as my fole Defign in giving thofe Orders, and the Defign of the Gentiemen that
advifed me, was'to prevent the good People in one particular Part of the Province being difquieted or
diftrefled ; and I cannot conceive that any future Governor of this Province, however unworthy he may be
of the Appellation of Humane and Benevolent, will ever think of making the March of thefe{Companies 2
Precedent for ordering others hereafter to the Frontiers, and ftationing them there, not for the Space of a
Month or Six Weeks only, and not in order to repel a foreign Invafion, or to prote& the Inhabitznts from
the moft imminent Danger, but to gratify his private Refentment, and with a View of difgufting the People
againft their Réprefentatives. Should the Government of Maryland be in the Hands of 2 Perfon of fuch
a Tarn, the People would, no Doubt, be unhappy ; but it is to be hoped, that his Council will thmk them-
{clves and their Families too much interefted in the Happinefs and Welfare of their Country, to countenzance
or connive at fuch an Attempt ; and he will moft undoubtedly find by Experience, that inftead of difgufting
the People againft their Reprefentatives, by fuch arbitrary Proceedings, he will inevitably bring their Re.
{fentment and Execrations on. himfelf.

It gives me great Pleafure to find, that you now fee the Behaviour of the Militia, that ran to their Arms
on the Alarm that happened in Nowember 1755, in it’s proper Light ; the Willingnefs they thewed to march
to the Afliftance of their Fellow-Subjeéts in another Province, was truly laudable: I return you Thanks
for your Eulogium on them, and am thereby encouraged to remind you of a Meflage that I fent to the
Lower Houfe of Affembly the next Seffion afterwards, wherein were the following Words: ¢« I muft alfo
« Pecommend it to you, to repay the Officers of t)lée Militia of Cecil, Kent and Frederick Counties, what

' « they
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