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knowledge, that, in'a Letter which he was pleafed to lwrite from the Mouth of Conoesebeague the 15th of
December, and which [ received the 19th of that Month, he referred me to the Bearer, and told me tha:
* e could inform me of the French that appeared the Saturday before at Fort Cumberiand Some Letters
from .another of your Members (which, agreeable to his own Defire, I laid before you in a former Sef.
fion) cowinced you, I believe, that Alarms have been frequently given, and that Paries of the Enemv
have been faid to be committing Murders almoft in the Heart of Frederick County, when, in all Probabilits .
there were none within the Diftance of 2 Hundred Miles of the Province ; but the AGion or Skirmif tha
happened in December laft, between a Detachment of our Forces and the French abovementioned, leaves wu,
no Room to doubt but a confiderable Party of the Enemy was in this Province a tdat T tme ; one of then;
who was taleen Prifoner in that Skirmifh, and brought immediately to Annapolis by Lieutenant Riley, de.
clared, on his Examination before Col. Haldiman, Sir Fobn St. Clair, and Myfelf, that the Party confifted’
of Two Officers, Six Cadets, Twenty Soldiers, and Eight Indians, and that their Intention, when they
came from Fort Daguefe the 27th of Nowember, was, to make a Defcent on this . Province.

There is one Remark more that I fhall take the Liberty to make before I quit this Part of your Addrefs,
and it is this, that while you would perfuade your Conflituents, that by the Troops on oar Fronziers not be-
ing compelled to do their Duty, the Inhabitants are neither protetted nor made quiet and eafy, you endea.
vour to fhew that thofe Inhabitants were: entirely fatished, and that fearce 2 Perfon could be found, whe
could truly fay, he was apprehenfive of any Danger at all. Had I founded my Power, or Right, to order
any of the Militia of Kene, Queen-Anne’s, or Calvert, Counties to the F rontiers, on the Addrefs that was pre-
fented to me the 30th of Seprember 1756, by the late Lower Houfe of Affembly, or if I had taken any Step,
upon a Suppofition that I was by that Addrefs vefted with any Authority which I before wanted, your Intima-
tions about the Danger of affording Precedents, -and your Obfervation, that we ought to guard againf} every
bad Confequence which may poflibly flow from a Stretch of Power beyond its due Bounds, might perhaps
have been more aptly introduced than they feem to be at prefent ; but I affure you, Gentlemen, that aithough
it will always give me great Pleafure to-know that the Members you alinde to, approve my Condudt, yet, I
thall not think that the Unanimity, or mere than Unanimity, of any Part of your Houfe, in approving or
difapprovin%, will make a Step Wrong ‘that is in its Nature Juftifiable and Right, or an A& Lawful or
Commendable, that is in itfelf lilegal and Oppreflive ;| however, if thofe Gentlomen were of Gpinion the
11th of Offober, when you anfwered my Meflage, that they had been in an Etror, and had by their Addrefs
led me to think highér of my Power and Authority over the Militia than I ought, they would have dealt
ingenuouily in acknowledging their Error, and endeavouring to undeceive me af zbat Time, bar zs they did
neither, I can hardly think that by faying they thought it « would be WIONgG for the prefent” to order 2
Company of Militia to the Frontiers, they meant, that, in their Opinion, it woald be wrong or illegal for
me to order any to march-for the future, efpecially when I remember the particular Reafon you gave for not }
advifing me to order out a Company at that Time, toavit] that there were then Soldjers enough on the Fren-
tiers to proteét the Inhabitants ; which indeed was the C. fe; but though the Soldiers could, and did, effec-
tually proteét them, yet it was not in their Power, welfind, to make them quiet and eafy. .
~ What Reafon you have, or think you have,.to prefume, that if your Houfe had approved of my fending
out any of the Militia on that Occafion, I fhould not have ordered them from Queen-Anne’'s, Kent, or Cafuert
Counties, I know not; I cannot pofitively fay that I fhould, but, in all probability, if yoa had defired me
to comply with the Requeft that Captains Delafbmut and| Cbapline had then made, in Behalf of the Frontier
Inhabitants, a Company would have been ordered from one of thefe Counties, left the Inhabitants of thofe,
from which Companiés had been ordered to march on former Occafions, fhould have complained of my
compelling them to do more Duty than might properly be deemed their Share ; and I hope none of you are
of Opinion, thata Perfon’s refiding on the Eaftern Side of the Bay, ought to excufe him from contributing
to the Security of thofe who live on this Side of jt. : :

Had the Prefent yqu fpeak of been given to the Partyi of Cherokees, even before Captain Brome received
Orders to march, that Circumftance might, perhaps, have had fome Weight with fuch as imagine Jndiaas
will be reftrained, or do the Daty of Soldiers ; but furely you will not pretend to fay, that your framing 2
Bill for their Encouragement, -on the 30th of March, was a Reafon why I ought to have 2akex, or to have
declined taking, any particular Step on the gth of that Month, which was zfe Day the Orders to Captain
Brome were jflued. ‘ '

In my Meffage of the 23d of February, T told you, that as I had good Reafon to apprehend, that the
Soldiers which had been raifed for the more immediate Defence of our Frontier Inhabitants, wo:z}l‘d d.}ﬁ;ann

. - themielves

difcovered near Fort Cumberland within this Province ; there is a Gentleman in ysur Houfe who muft ac.




