78 \ otes and Proceedings, My, 1758.

to prevent the Garrilon of Fort Cumberland being fupplied with Provifions ; it happened, that that Mem-
ber’s Endeavours did not fucceed fo far as to force the Troops to abandon that Place for Want of Food,
but they laid the Commanding Officer at Fort Frederick under the Neceflity of {ending feveral Parties to
Fort Cumberland, the latter End of December, and in the Month of Famuary, to convoy up Provifions for
the Ufe of that Garrifon during the Winter. _ :

Such, Genrizmen, was the State and Number of our Forces the gth of December laft, and, {uch the Ser-
vice, that, almoft naked as they were, thole of them that Capt, Bea// had the immediate Command of,
were obliced to perform in the Middle of Winter; let us next examine what Encouragement they had
to pertorm it, and how far they could be confidered at that Time in the Pay of this Province.

On the 15th of Ofber laft, Mr. Murdock and Mr. Dick, two of the Agents that were appointed to cloath,
ray, and victual them, informed me by a Letter, that they had examined their Books, and found that
the Money which had been appropriated for the Support of the Troops, which were then employed in
the Service of this-Province, avas entirely expendid; and I fince find, that it had been expended a Week be-
fore the Gentlemen gave me that Notice, or at leaft, that no Pay has been iflued to any of the above-
meniicned Troops, for their Service, fince the 8th Day of Ofober. You did indeed- frame a Bill, after
that Time, for keeping up 300 of the Men for the immediate Defence of the Frontier- Inhabitants, but it
was fuch a One as the Earl of Loudeun thought the Gentlemen of the Upper Houfe did very wifely in re-
jeéting, though there had been nothing elie exceptionable in it, than what related to the Difpofition or
Diftribution of the Men, for whofe Support it was intended to provide.. The Bill was, I think, returned
to your Houfe with a Negative, the Firft of December, and although the Affembly fat till the Sixteenth of
that Month, nothing farther was done for the Support of our Troops, or that could afford.them any
Profpeét of being paid; neither did you any Thing which could juftify me, in giving the Party of Cherokees,
that had jult before offered us their Service, the leaft Encouragement to continue on our Frontiers; on the
contrary, when I intreated you to appropriate to their Ufe, Part of the Money which was then in the
Hands of the Agents, or in the Loan Office, and which had in Fa& been referved for them, you are pleafed:
to refer me to the Bill that had been reje&ted, in which, had it pafled into a Law, you faid fuch Provi-
tion was made as you judged moft expedient for cultivating their Friendfhip ; how regular or” decent it was
to give me fuch an Anfwer, or to refer me on that Occafion to a Bill which did not then exift, and’
which had never been offered to me, or how much this evinced an earneft Defire on your Part to con-
tribute, by the Prefence of your good Brothers, as you call them, to the Security of the Frontier Inhabitants,
1 {fubmit to the Judgment of others.

A few Davs after the End of that Seffion, I was informed by a Letter from the Oficer commanding at
Fort Frederict, that a Member of your Houfe had, on his Return from the Affembly, endeavoured to flir up
Sedition among the Soldiers; that among other Things he had told them, their Officers had no Right to
punifh any Soldier for getting Drunk, that the Money which had been raifed for their Support was all ex-:
rended, that their Officers could have no Autherity over them after the 25th of December, that they might
then go whither they pleafed, and that no Perfon had a Right to apprehend them ; Jfhoald the Gentleman:
deny that he induftrioufly propagated fuch a Doétrine among the Troops, there are many Perfons ready to
rrove it, particularly Captain Ware, Serjeant Lowe, and a Soldier called Charles Claggor.

Had any indifferent Perfon received fuch Information as I did at this Time from the Commanding Officer:
at Fort Frederick, could he have imagined that any of the Soldiers would have continued there more than
Six Months without Pay, or any Promife of being paid ? efpecially if fuch Perfon had given the leaft Credit
to what feveral Perfons were encouraged. or forced, to come from Frederick County, in Ofober and November
'ait, to Swear, namely, That the Men nad been ill fed and ufed barbaroufly by their refpective Officers ;
and if the Soldiers had been perfuaded to difband themfelves, before any of the Militia that were ordered
out could reach the Frontiers, there is the greateft Reafon to conclude, from what has heretofore happened,
that not only the Settlement of Comococheague would have been broke up, but that very few of the People
who lived bevond Frederick-Town, would have ventured to remain on their refpective Plantations; in
which Cafe they would, it is apprehended, have been taught even by fome of yourfelves to lay the Blame
entirely upon me, for not having ordered a fufficient Number of the Militia to their Afliftance, as I had
done on former Occafions. I flatter myfelf, that enough has been already faid to juftify the Orders that
I fent to Captain Browne of Kent County the 21t of December, and to Captain Caflon foon afterwards; but
as you infift that thefe Orders were iffued at a Time when not fo much as a Report of an Incurfion was
ftirring, I cannot help obferving to you, That Two Days before my Inftruftions were fent to the former,

I received Advice by a Perfon who came hither Exprefs, that a large Party of Ir‘rm'fb and bm‘iamd h[ad been
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