HORATIO SHARP E, Efq; Governor. 75

That your Conftituents may be the better enabled to judge of the Merits- of your Addrefs, and the Suif-
ciency of my Anfwer, I have ordered Mr. Grees to republifh in his Gazette, the feveral Militis Laws that
have been made here fince the Year 1714, the Titles of which are as follows : : .

lﬁ.b/!z A8 for the Ordering and Regulating the Militia of this Province, Jor the better Dafince and Security

thereof ; _
which was made at a Seflion of Affembly, begun and held in this City, the 26th Day of April 171¢, to
continge for Three Years, and to the End of the next Seffions of Affemply after the Erd of the faid Three
Years. ! -
2d. da A2 reviving an 48 of Affembly of this Procince, entituted, Aw 45 Jfar the Ordering and Repulasi
the Militia of this Prowincs, for the b:'t,;r Defence and Security tharesf; gulating
which was made at a Seffion, begun and held the 14th Day of May 1719, and the A& of Afiembly above.
meationed was thereby Revived and Continued in full Force, from the then d;:;efew&eﬁoa, for and daring
the Term of Three Years, and to the End of the next Seffion of Aflembly the Eod of the faid Three
Years, and no longer. o K :
3d. 4n Aét diretting bovs Fines foall be adindged againfp fuch as acglel to appear at Muflers ;
which is a perpetual or indefinite A&, having no Time of Duration mentiohed ; it was made 2t 3 Sefion,
begun and held the 10th of O&ober 1722, and the firft of the abovementioned' Aés, eiiz. that entitaled,: 4x
Aét for the Orderizg and Regulating the Miktia of tiws Privince, Jor the better Defence and Secwrity sboresf, is
hereby revived and continued in fud Force. - e
4th. 4 Supplementary A2 to the AR for the Ordering awé Regulating the Militia of this Prévisee, Sor the
betser Defence and Security theseof; o e e -
which likewife is a perpetval. or.indéfinite A&, having no Term of Duration mentioned. - . v

If, Gentitmen, you ave really of Qpinian, that the AQ of 1715 does nwt st this Time exift, you might,
one would think, have offered. at leaft one Argument in fupport of fich Opinion, whick would certainly
have afforded your Conftituents mnch greater Satisfaftion than any general and . ambiguous Suggeftions ; but
fince you have declined that Method and reft all o your own Opinion, I mufi take the Liberty to inform
you; that.the Gentlemen of the Council, and Myfelf, are, on the cantrary, thoroughly fatishod, that the
faid A i¢ in Force, and that it will remain fo, until another thall be made:to repeal e, . . . o .

The original Militia Law of 1715 was, as I apprehend, a Temporary:Om,: becaufe the Legiflature de-
clared their Intention, that it thould have:the: Foree of & Law. for a Term only, iz, for Fhree Toars, and to
the Exd of thencxt Sefffon; and the Reviving A& of 1 719, -fets it up again asa Tersporavy Lows ondy, by
the fame Method, that is, by declating their Intention, that it thould- have.the Foree of 2 Lew from that
Seflion for Three Vears, and to the End of the :next. Seffion that fhould happen after the Ead of the faid
Three Years, and no longer; for had not thefe Limitations of Daration been added as 2 Bar woit's Berpetu-
ity, it would, I conceive, either upon it's being firlkk Ena&ed, or on it's.frf Revival, have convinued on
in a perpetual Operation; and. therefore, when ‘the' A& of 1722 revives anxd contimues. it in &l Force,
without apy Declaration of an Intention that it thould operate only for 2 Ferm, it immediately, for Want
of that Limitation of Time, became perpetual or indefinite, as is the A& of 1722, by which it was re-
vived and copginued. Thus an A& was made by the Legiflature of New.Zort, in Septeaber 1508, for
the Encouragement. of Whaling, which was to continue; and be of Force, for and during the Space and
Term of Seven ¥ears, from the Publication thereof : You- may learn from the Neaw-Teri Body of Laws,
which was publifhed in the Year 1752, according to. an. A& of the General Afiembly of thar Province,
that the aforefaid A& was revived and continued by feveral Temporary A@s, which were made for that
Purpofe, in- the Years 1716, 1720, 1726, 1733, and 1739 ; but in Newember 1750, it was, as is obferv-
ed by the Revifers and Publithers of thofe Laws; made -perpetual by the following Clanfe of an A& that -
was pafled.at that Time, wiz. “ Br it Enalted, &c. That the aforefaid A&, entituled, 42 A5 fir the En-
““ coxyagement-of Whaling, fhall be and hereby is continued, and every Asticle, Matter, Claufe, 2nd Thing
“ therein contained, enated to be, remain, and continue in full Foree and Virtae, after thefaid frf} Day
“ of Decomber next, to all Intents, Confiru@ions, and Purpofes whatfoever.” .

The abovementioned A&t of Affembly, made by the Legiflature of this. Province in 1722, does not ounly
- revive and cantinue that of 1715, but likewife aids and affifts it, by directing, that in Cafe any Perlons
fummoned. to appear before 1eld-Officers (holding a- Court-Martial) .fhall not ‘appear, or otherwife
excufe themfelves, it fhall be lawful for fuch Officers to: judge their Cale as on Defanie. The febfequent -
Law, made in-1732-3, was certainly Ena&ed upon a Suppofition, thatthe A& of 1715 was then exifting,
and feveral Adls have been made fince: that Time, upon. the fame Suppofitien, pasticulaely a Temporary
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