HORATIO SHARPE, Efg; Governor. 55

as for exempting him in Refpeci-of his holding the Supreme Executive Power in this Government; znd we
hope your Honours will never prefume, that the Governor will obftrutt the Bxecution of any Law, or refufe
to pay a'Fax, impofed with equal Resfon on Himfelf as on Others.

The Uncertainty of our Capital was the Reafon of Continuing the Bill the Third Year, which pofbly
may net be fufficient; but that will foon appear; and there cannot be the leeft Doubt but a Provifon will be
made by a: longer Contirluance of the A¢t if it be found necefiary. It does by no Means appear to us, that
the Mode for raifing Money prefcribed by this Bill, is un(uitable to our Circomftanices ; om the contrary, we
think it muft be agreeable to the Circumftances of every Country, that Poblic Taxes fhould bé equally im.
. pofed, and tho’ the prefent Mode is unexperienced, and 'dl this Time uneflayed by Us, it has been long
experienced, and is ftill praftifed by our Mother Country, and by almoft all our Neighbouring Colonies, and
on that account has a juft Title to our Regard : It impofes that Burthen which the prefent Exigency of Afairs
requires us to bear (and which, tho' far beyond what this Province has ever yet felt, we chearfully {ibmit 1o}
more equally and jutly than any other Mode can ; and as the Sums to be raifed annually are very large, ’tis
the more neceflary that the Tax fhould be impofed with the greatelt Equality.

That this Mode will neceffarily require many Officers, is certainly True; and that thefe Officers ought o
be’equally Rewarded in Proportion to the Merit of their Services, cannot be denied, and we think this is done
by the Bill, and tho’ the Expence attending this kind of Taxation, may be fomething greater than a Tax
zer the Poll, yet, by means of the Equality with which the Tax is laid, it will, even wich that additional
Expence, be lefs Felt, unlefs by thofe, who under a Tax by the Poll, would bear a very fmall Patt of the
Burthen, which, inall Juftice and Reafon, they ought to bear an equal Part of with others.

Whatever Regard is had to the Origin of opr Confhitution (if by That is meant the Charter) or the corref-
pondent Ufage of the Province, we cannot be of Opinion, the Proprietary ought to appoint the Officers
under this Bill, unlefs it can be thewn, that the King, under the like Circamftances, has the Right of Ap-
pointment; and, that when the Houfe of Commons have named Commiflioners in Bills of this Kind, the
King has ufually objected to it as an Encroachment on his Prerogative, and the Nomination has been accor-
dingly left to him ; when this is done, we may be induced to think the Proprictary has fome Right.

We are not defirous, nor do we defign, to create any Dependencies upon the Government under the Bill ;
nor fhall we expeét your Honours to concur in an Attempt to firip the Lord Baltimore of his Right, becaufe
it is far from our Intentions to make fuch an Attempt: In the prefent Cafe he has not the Right, and there-
fore cannot be ftript of it. But we muit defire your Honours to be affured, that if upon the other Hand, it
fhould be endeavoured to deprive the People of their undoubted Right, by their Reprefentatives, to pomi-
nate Commiflioners in Bills of this Nature, and veft it in the Proprietary, the Attempt will prove as fraitlefs,
as it would be unjuft and unreafonable, and could tend only to defeat the neceflary Purpofes for which the
Bill is framed, B

It is of the greateft Importance, that the juft and diftin€t Rights and Privileges of each Branch of the
Legiflature, fhould be preferved, and therefore; as the Nomination of Commiflioners in Bills of this Nature
is a Right as clear and undoubted as any that belongs to this Branch, your Honours may be aflured, that
we fhall not depart from it, but fhall think it our Duty forever to affert and fuppors it.

Having now frankly given you our Reafons in Support of our Bill, againft your Objeltiens to it, and
made fuch Conceflions as appear any way proper, we hope every Mode of Proceeding, which has been
made ufe of between the Two Houfes upon fimilar Occafions, will be purfued on this, for bringing aboot
the Paffage of a Bill of fo great Importance; and we do affure you, that nothing on our Parts fhall be
wanting, which can be done without too great a Violation of our Rights and Privileges. Buet we think
proper to let you know, that the Nomination of Commiffioners by the Bill, the double Tax upon Non-
Jurors, who may fhew themfelves to be difloyal Subjeéts in refufing to take the Oaths we have: now pro-
poled, the Tax upon the Proprietary Eftate, and that upon Lucrative Offices and Employments, as impofed
by the Bill, we cannot recede from. The military Parts of the Bill objeted to, as well as fome others,
may probably be amended to your Satisfattion, if you do not think the Reafons we have given you, {uf-

ficient to obviate your Objections.
Signed per Order, M. Macremara, Cl. Le. Ho.

Which was Read, and Ordered to lie on the Table.
The Houfe adjourns till the Morrow Morning at VIII of the Clock.
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