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We fhall now proceed to confider, a¥d endeavourito obviate, the feveral Objeltionsto the Bill,” which
vou have been pleafed to point out in your Meflage of the 18th. ;. sl .0 ' ¥
As to the firt againft dxe?rg@mble, llzeca.qfe_iit afferts, that only the Delegates give and grant, youyr
Honours certainly muft be fatisfied, when we remind you, that it 'is ‘¢xatly .conformablesto:'theé:8tile of
the Land Tax As in England, and for that Reafon”we think unexceptionablés «.i w1t n ¢ vkt wiw
Your Objeétion to our affuming (as yog are.pleafed to call it) the fole Nomindtion 6f the Officerstatien-
tioned in the Bill, we pre{fume is againft our Right of nominating Commiflioners ‘for iexecuting: that:Part
of the Bill relating to an Affefiment on real and perfonal Eftates, &fc. In Suppport of this Right, we
need only mention, that it isa Right indifputable in the Houfe of Commons at Home : This your Ho-
nours muft know, if you have ever look’d into the Land Tax A{ls,.where, in many of them may be
found, the Names at large of all the Commiflioners for the feveral Counties and :Flaces in Eng]and ;
in others an Appointment (withqut naming them)- of the Commiflioners ;named.in. fome-preveding A& :
The fame Rights we find exercifed by the Commons in the Nomination of :Commiflioners in Bills for exa-
mining and fating Public Accounts. ' v b e L sA
What Argument then can be drawn from .his Lordfhip’s Charter? Will it ,be contended that the King

has granted by that Charter a Power which “the Crown does not exercife, ox even atwmpt to exercife ?
Surely it will not. His Lordfhip’s Power by.the Charter to appoint Officers, ,cannog be.greater. thap that
from whence it is derived, and mnever could be intended to extend to Officers of the Kind (if ybu Will
call them Officers) nominated in-the Bill. As the Houfe of Commons exercifes that' Power, does it nog
reafonably follow that the Right here is in this Houfe ? L v vk maly o

To this Part of the Bill, then, your Honours may be aflured we fhall unalterably adhere, not affynming
to ourfelves a new Power in the Nomination of Commiffioners, but exercifing that Power as one of our
juft and conflitutional Rights ; we fhall not therefore fuffer the Eftates of the People to be taxed by Officers-
deriving their Power from the fole Appointment of the Lord Baltimore : Gentlemen are nominated Comi-: -
miffioners in the Bill, againft whom no reafonable Obje&ion canlay, and who can look with Contempt
upon Infinuations, that their being any Way accountable to us for their Condudl, would have any undue’
Influence over their A&tions. ' o S Fov

Your Honours, after enumerating every particular Duty to be performed under this A& by the Commif-
fioners or Truftees of the Paper Office, for which they are each of them to receive the Sum of Ten Pourds
and no more, conclude, ¢ Thefe are the Services required from them, and this the Reward given by this Bill
«« to thofe Officers, who have been appointed by the Government.” Is this fai: and cindid ? Pérmit us to
fay, and to thew, thatitis not. Thefe Commiflioners, under the firft Paper Carrency Law, receive an an-
nual Salary of Eighty Pounds, for which very few Services remain at this Time to be done, and thofe
are chiefly performed by therr Clerk, who by the fame A& has a Salary of Eighty Pounds per Annum.
By the 40,000/. Aé, thefe Commiffioner$ have, during the Continuance of it, Tei Pounds per Arnum
2dded to the above Salary, and very few Duties are prefcribed, but fuch as may be, and are done, by their
Clerk, who alfo by the fame A& has an additional Salary of TenPounds per Year. In Confideration then
of the'r Salary of Nincty Pounds per Year, the prefent Bill adds to the few Services they have to perform
under the former Laws, the feveral Duties mentioned in your Honour’s Meffage ; all which," except that of
fuperintending the Printer, and of figning the Bills (for the Numbering and Dating is' don¢ by the Clerk)”
and attending their Office two Days in the Week (which they ought long ago to hdve been obliged to) will’
very littie increafe the Trouble of the Office. I o R

In this View, we are perfuaded, every one muft fee thofe Commiffioners are not unjuftly bnrthened"‘."t;jcf’
the Bill, and we are afraid it will appear but too plain, from this trifling Obje&ion, fpun out ‘to fo gx'ea'%“a, :
lergth, that your Honours are more Solicitous to give ill Impreffions of the Bill, than by a'candid .and dif-
patlionate Procedure, to endeavour to perfet it in thofe Parts which you may really be of Opinion ate defec-
uve. The Office of the Agents, by the Bill, is a Bufinefs diftin& from any other, and muft be attended with
cunfiderable Trouble and Expenee : They have no ftanding Salary, nor any Clerk appointed that has one ;
they muft neceflarily employ a Clerk, and muft pay him a confiderable Sum of Money for his Trouble :
‘This is {ufficient, without enumerating all the Daties of their Office, to diftinguifh it from that of the Com-
miffioners of the Loan Office, and to fhéw it was reafonable to give them a full Reward by the Bill,

We canno: devife any better or eafier Way of coffiing at the Knowledge of the Quantum of his Lord-
Mip's Manors, and Referved Lands, than that prefcribed by the Bill; however, if the Words, according 1o’
t~c beft Information be bas, are thought too vague and undeterminate, if better can be pointed out, which
may anfwer the End propofed, we fhall readily confent to change them. | |
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