38 Votes and Proceedings, «pre/, 1758,

« Current Money, over and above the Duties or Impofitions already direCted and appointed to be paid
“ by any A& or Aés of Affembly of this Province; and that there fhall be paid a Duty of Two Pence
¢ Current Money per Gallon on all Maderra Wine imported into this Province, by Land or Water, by
“ the hnporter or Importers, to the reipective Naval Officer of the Port or Place where the fame fhall be
« imported or brought into this Province by Land or Water as aforefaid.”

Uoon the bare Perufal of which, vour Excellency concludes, that the Exprefhion, ar the Time of Entry,
muﬂ‘naturally relate to what precedes, viz. Maflers Importing Servants to ferwve for Sewen Years or upwards
at the Time of Entry, and not to what follows spal/ pay, Fc.  'This, we readily believe, was on a barz Pe-
rufal of the Words; for the leaft Refleétion would have furnithed your Excellency with™ a much more eafy

and natural Conttruction, w:z. that the Words [at the Yime of their Entry] which are the true ones, had

Relation to the Time of Payment of the Duty, and that the moft natural and fenfible: Antecedent to the
Words (their Entry) is Majiers of Vejlels, and Otbers, Importing Servants; and then your Excellency would

have viewed the Matter in this Light; (a// Maflers of Peflels importing Servants to [evwe for Sewen Years or

apavards, at the Trme of their Entry jfall pay to the Navai-Officers] ; and had the Legiftature intended the
Words [at rbe Time of therr Entry] to relate to Servants to ferve for Seven Years or upwards, fo as to be
defcriptive of the I'ime of Servitude, {urely the moft natural and eafy Expreflion would have been, not a¢
tre Time cf their Entry, but prom the Time of their Entry ; for we are perfuaded not only from the ABilitles
of the then Lower Houle, but alfo from thofe of the other Branches of the Legiflature, that if fo wild a
Scheme as making the Time of Servitude to commence for the Purpofe your Excellency contends for, ar
tle Time cf Enry, could pofiibly have entered into their Heads, they could not have mifled fo plain, eafy,
and clear 2 Manner of exprelling themielves ; but, that this could not have been their Intention, every
one muft be convinced, that would allow them to know, what no Planter in the Country is ignorant of,
that the Time for the Commencement of Servitude of all Servants imported, has been long fettled by Law

and Cuftom, to be on the Day the Ship or Veflel Importing them, firft anchors within this Province. As

:ne Leyiflature then could not overlook a Law fo univerfally known, Can it be prefumed they would make
ute of the Words, ar the Time of tieir Entry, merely as delcriptive to fhew upon what Servants the Duty of
20 5. was to be laid, and on what the Duty of 5s. when, without thefe Words, it would-have been aban-
dantly clear i as will appear from the following View of the Paragraph without thofe Words, wiz. ¢ That
*¢ all Matters of Veflels, and Others, Importing Servants into this Province by Land or Water, teo ferve for
‘¢ the Term of Seven Years or upwards, fhall pay unto the Naval-Officers, {5°c. the Sum of z0s. per Poll

*¢ tor each Servant; and that all Mafters of Veflels Imporang Servants to ferve by Indenture or Cuftom of

- the Country for a lefs Term than Seven Years, fhall pay the Sum of g s. for each Servant:” By which

every one immediately ices how ufelefs the Words maft be in the Scnfe your Excellency contends for.
Befides thould fuch a Conftruétion prevail, it muft follow, that the Aé& would defeat and be repugnant
‘0 weif; for the Law fettling the Commencement of the Time of Servitude not being even virtually repeat-
«d by this, muft ftill continue to operate ; the Confequence of which plainly would be, that tho' the A& in
: =54 clearly intended 0 impofe the Duty of 20s5. on all Servants imported for the Term of Seven Years
or upwards, yet that Duty could only be collected on fuch as were to ferve apwards of Seven Years, be-
czufe thefe imported to ferve for Seven Years not being Entered till after the Day of firt Anchorage,
(which almott in every Inftance muft be the Cafe) would not at the Time of Entry have Seven Years to
ierve, and confequently would only be liable to the Duty of g s. it therefore cannot be imagined the other
Brarches of the Legiflature, whatever might have been done by the Lower Houfe, could poflibly have
overlooked or fallen into fo abfurd and ridiculous a Scheme; nor can we believe your Excellency ever could
~ have feen thefe Words in any other Light than what we contend for, or could ever have put a different
Conftruction on them, had it not been fuggefted to you by a Perfon whofe Intereft it was to have them
mifconitrued and mifunderftood ; and what ftill makes this Matter more plain, if it is poffible to make it
olainer, i1s a Claute in the faid Act of 1754, by which it is provided, ¢ That in Cafe any Duty fhall be
< paid for any Negroes or Servants, in Virtue of this A&, and that fuch Negroes and Servants cannot be
“ told by the Importers, and that fuch Importer fhall defire to export fuch Slaves or Servants, and fhall
*“ oive Bond, with {ufficient Sureties, to the Naval-Officer, to whom fuch Daties hath been paid, that he
‘¢ or they fhall and will export fuch Slaves or Servants to any other his Majefty’s Plantations, it fhall and
‘““ may be lawful tor fuch Naval-Officer to repay the fame Duty for fuch Slaves or Servants, fo as aforefaid
*“ by him rece:ved, in Proportion to the Number of Slaves or Servants fo bonded to be exported ;” which
evidently fhews that it was the Meaning of the Legiflature, that the Duty fhould be paid at the Time of
Entry, otherwife the A& would not have made a Provifion of a Repayment of the Duty in Cafe of Bxpor-
tation,
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