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If, by forming a Judgment, and coming to a final Determination, wpon qur Reprefeptations, your Excel-
lency means, as it would feemh from your Application of that Right tp the Cafe in THend, é:'gig’bt oF fes.
poundjhg the Laws of chis Province ; we muft exprefs our Opinion to the céntrary’; for -we prefumé that
final Determinations, [tg:on .tﬁg,Sehfe ahd Meaning of the Laws ought not to be made by iny Bat-thofe, who,
agrecab‘l’e to our Con tution are appqinte_d, for thz}t\ Pnrpafe_, (he P;oper qu es In-the wa:f of Law® Ba:
fince your Excellency has thought fit to lay before us your Reafons for not ordéring the Bonds 6f the Naval-
Officers of Port Annapolis ‘and Patowmack, and ‘the Bonds of the' Commifficners ‘of the Phper Corrédey-
Office, to be put in Suit, we fhall confider them, aind endeavour to thew, th  2re by ab Medns {ufficient to

acquit thofe Officers of Neglec of Duty, and confequently that we are ‘right -inr our ‘Apffications to your
Excellency, to da Juftice to the Country, by profecuting them-for that ‘Neglétt; d0d we riuft aflure your
Excellency, that tho’ in yaur Opinion’ our 'Reprefentations fnay, &t apy’Time, injurioofly affeft -the -Life,
Liberty of Propefty of any Individual in this Province, yét, as long’ 25" they Zppear jult-ahd: reafonable to
us, we fhall'think it eut indifpenfible Duty to repeat our Applications for Redyefs. S T e
Your Excellenty, aftef inferting an Extra&t of the Report of the late Lower Houfé, ‘anB their Addrels T

Confequepce thereof, ‘is pleafed to fay, * ¥Ho! feveral Remarks might be made both %n the Réport and Ad-
« drez,' Ihall neverthelefs, for Brevity Sake, cortent myfelf with otie upon!the Diference beétween them,
“ aiz. that tho' the Report tréats only of Convicts and Conviésta ferve £r Seven Years; ‘yer thet-Hoofe,
“ in their'Addrefs in Confequence of that Report, feem fond of confrdering all the ¥mpertetions, mentioned
“ in the Report, as Servants for Seven Years, in Contradiftin@ion to Convicts.” This is jndeed 2 curions
Difcovety ; you allow all Tranfported Conviéts are by Statute to ferve for Seven Years 2t leaft; Are they
not then Servants for Seven Years and upwards ? If they are, where is the Difference bettveen the beﬁoﬁ-'t
and the Addrefs ? Surely it can only.be in Terms; for if the Report mentions only Convicss! and all Con-
victs are Servants for Seven Years and ppwards, How is it poffible that ‘by the Addrefs that Houte frould
feem fond of confidering ‘all the Tmportatibns mentioned in the Report, as Servants for.'Beven Years, in
Contradiftinétion to Convicts, when they exprefsly refer to the Report, which treats pnly of Conviéls ?

Your Excellency remarking fiill on that Addrefs,’ again fays, * and &t the fame Fime feers fo averfe to
* having any Thing to fay to Conviéts, tho’ that Report treats of nothing elle, as to prefurie, conzrary to
¢ the Report upon which that Addrefs is founded, and with which that Houfe had concurred, that they
¢ (the Officers) had Entered them under the Title of Conviéts, tho’ they were “fimple-Servants for Seven
¢ Years;" we fhall only in Anfwer to this, recite the Part of that Addrefs which’ Your Excalleocy here re-
marks upon, as it will be fufficient to thew, that Exa@tnefs'is not fo inhigrent in yonr Exteliehcy, a5 to be
Proof againft all Examination ; for we fhall not prefume that your Excellency could pofipiybe wanting i
the ftriCteft Regard to Truth and Candour. The Words ‘of the Addrefs -are thefe:’ “ Who' (the Naval-
« Officers) notwithftanding they have received the Duty 6n Servants for Sevén Years -and dpwards, from
“ many Mafters of Veflels, have peverthelefs omitted to receive it from others, becaufe-{as we prefume}
¢ they (the Mafters of Veflels) have Entered them under the Title of Convi@ts.” Befors ‘we leave tiiis
Part of your Meflage, we muft trouble yoar Excellency with an’Extrat of your Meflage of the- i yth of
May, 1757, in Aniwer to the Addrels here mentioned, in thefe Words: ¥ I am advifed -that the Refufl
“ of any Mafters of Veflels to pay a Duty oa Convicts by them imported into this Province, would not
« juftify the Naval-Officer in refufing to“Enrer them.” By this it clearly appears, whatever may have.fince
happered to alter your Opinion, that at'the Time that Addrefs was prefented, your ‘Excelfency confidered
it 1n the Light we do, as in¢luding Convits under the general Name of Servants for BeverrYears. And
now give us Leave to afk, What could induce your Excellency, upon a View of thefe Papers, fo clear in
themfelves, and fo confiftent with each other, either to belicve the Reprefentations of that Houfe snjuft, or
our Complaints in Confequence of theim,. unreafonable ? '

We fhall now, without the leaft Difficulty, give your Excellency a full and dire& Anfwer to your plain
Queftion, wiz. “ Do you infift upon ‘the Naval-Officers Colleting, under the A& of Afferibly made in
“ 1754, for bis Majefly’s Serwice, the Duty of 20s. per Head upon Conviéts Tranfported by Virtoe of the
“ Statute, or, Do you not "> We do infift (and fhall till better Reafons than ary hitherto offered induce
us to alter our Opinion) that the Naval-Officers Collet, under the A& of Aflembly made in 1754, for bis
Majefly’s Serwvice, the Daty of 205. per Head apon all Servants imported into this Province to ferve for Se.
ven Years o upwards (except as therein'excepted) be th’eZyeCOnVi&s or Servants of any other Denomina-
tion : Confcious as we are of the warmeft Affetion and Zeal for the Conftitation, apd Reverence for the

Laws of: our Mother Country, and moretver pofiefled with the firongeft and moft arderit Defire to be more
immediately under their benign Influence, which we take this public Otcafion to avow to your Excellency,




