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porting Three Companies of the Saldiers, which had been raed for his Mageliy's Service, znd the more
immediate Defence of our PFrontier Inhabitants ; {though the other Branch of the Legiflature did not eoseur
therein). it would feem that thofe Soldiers thougist they had fuficiest Reafon to depend, that the feveral
Branches (the Aflembly being proregaed only for a few Weeks) would foon ‘agree mpon feme Bill for that
Purpole ; and that reafonable Dependance, we prefume, prevented their Difhandisg themfelves then, and
has even to this Time : And foppofing thofe Soldiers to have beew empisyed in the Duty of their Station,
the Occafion your Bxcellency is pleafed to mention for ordering the Militia of Querm-Arars and Kens
Counties to the Frontier, could not exift; even if there had been z Power of ardering them out, which
we humbly conceive there was not. ‘

As we choofe at prefent to avoid entering into a Difpute with your Exceliency, in Relation to the Ex.
iltence of the Law beforementioned, we fhall mow proceed to reprefent to your Excellency wherein you
have.exercifed a Power not given you by that Law (fuppefing it were really in Force) in marching the Mi-
litta.of Quoen- Aune’s and Kems Counties to the Prontiers of this Province, and that the Exereife of that
Powes (fuppofing it had been ftriftly legal) at dhe moft fevere Seafon of the Year, was unnecelery and
cxtremely grievoas, and ruinous to them, and omreafonably burtbenfome w the Cosntry. -

That Law (fuppofing it to be in Force) feems to give Power to every Colanel, £9¢. to inli# the Inhabi-
tamts.of this Province to be of the Militia, and: to mufter, exercife, and. train them ; and feems to fubjet
them m 2 Fine-of One Hundred Pounds of Tobacto for Non- Appearance or Refufal to be infiffed in the
Militia or Trained Bands ; agreeable to a reafonable Coaftruétion of that Law ¢fuppofing it were in Force}-
the Inhabitants of this Province are to be Muftered and Tramed in the Counties where tkey Refide, and
are not to be compelled to Mafter or Tram out of their own Counties.

'That Law next proceeds to fettle the Pap of the Officers and Soldiers of the Militiz, while they fhail
be in atual Service, and provides how they fhall be paid : But it gives no Power o tve Gavernor or Cam- .
mander in Chief, or any Perfon Commiffioned by him, to Compel the Militia of ane: Conrsry to- Marck in-
to another ; nor does it Obiige the Militia to Obey the Commands of their Officers, ar fubjeft them o any
Penalty for Difobedience. In a fubfequent Claufe of the fame Law, there is 2 very fovere Penaity laid: up-
on thofe Perfons that fhall, upon any Foreign Invafion, obfinately refufe tc appear and ferve in Arms for
the neceffary Defence of this Province; but, we conceive, it’s Clear they a2re not Penithable, by that
Claufe, for Refufing to ferve in Arms upon any other Occafion than upon an aétuai Foreign Isvafion, and
then, no longer than until the Invaders fhall be Repelled ; for when that iz dome, the ‘Couantry cannot be
faid w0 be under an Invafion ; and that Claufe is the only one which infids any Pemaity upoo a Refufal
to appear and ferve in Arms,

When the Militia of Queen- Anne’s and Kene Counties were forced o leave their Habitations 2nd Familiss, -
and thofe of Queen- Anne’s were tranfported acrvofs the Bay, and Marched to the Wefterm ¥Frennices, this
Province was not under any Invafion ; mor had there been even any Incurfions made by the Bremy for a
long Time before their March, that we have heard of : Add to this,” that our good Friends the Chero-
#ees, with fome of our own People, were then, as we are informed, on an Excurfion againft the Enemy.
But, upon a Suppofition there had been- an Incurfion of a few /adians at the Time the Militia of thofe
Counties marched (which we cannot learn was the Cafe) To:what End or Parpofe could they be ordered
to march ? It could not be to ‘repel a foreign Invafion, for there was not, at that Time, even any Report
of one; and it is weli known to- your Excellency, that the fmall Parties of ozr Enemies, that have hereto-
- fore made Incurfions into this Province, have always departed within a very few Houars after they have
done their intended Mifchief; even fo foon that the Rangers that have been paid by this Provinee, for the
Defence and Protetion of the Frontier Inhabitants, have either not been able to overtake them, or have
not complied with their Duty in making a fpeedy and proper Purfuit. How then could it be neceflary or
lawfal to march thofe Militia of :Queen- A#ne’s and Kent Counties to the Weftern Froatier, if there had
been fuch Incurfions-of our Enemies, fince fuch March could not poffibly tend to repel, what perhaps
your Excellency may think proper to call an Invafion ! as fuch [nvafion maft ceafe to exifi long before they
could poflibly arrive at the Place, from whence the Enemy were to-be repeiled.

We really are at a Lofs to conceive what could induce your Excellency:te be of Opinion, that you had a
Power, under that Law, to march the Militia beforementioned, uniefs you fuppofed you had ag Autherity
under it, to march the Militia of this Prevince whenever and. wherefoever you pieafed, and that in order 10
prevent, as well as repel, an Invafion. Bat furely there are no Words in that Faw- that can give you that
Authority ; nor can any Thing be further from the Intent and Defign of it;. for'fach 28 Anthoriey would
put it-in the Power of -2 Gavernor ofithis- Pravince, wheneves bie found himfelf oppofed i any Vif)wcz o
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