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taken by the Naval-Officers upon Abis Indulgence, at his own Rifque, given to Trade, bat as a Secarity 15 147
Public for the Country Duties, and taken payable to the Head of the Government; or the Attorney-General
as fuch, would have had nothing to do with them, nor would the Legiflature have given the Officer a Fee
for taking them : And as even the firft of thefe As is fo far from introducing into Pratice, that it plainly
{uppofes them to have been then in Ufe, or it never would have provided againft an Abufe in {uing them;
I think it may be reafonably inferred, that they have been conftantly and univerfally taken from the earlieft
down to the prefent Times, in all Cafes without Exception, unlefs fuch Exception can be thewn: And as
thefe Aés of Aflembly have undoubtedly given them a legal Eftablithment, if they had none before, I pre-
fume a Right became then not only weffed in the Naval-Officer to take them as a Security to the Public for the
Country Duties, but likewife a Right of Exemption in the Trader, who had Duties to pay, from paying
them down at the Time of Entry; and from hence, I prefume, it is very far from appearing, ‘ That Im-
¢ poft-Bonds ought not to be taken,” as being “ an Indalgence unknown so the Law.”

But, ¢ The Duty on fuch Servants is required to be paid at the Time of Entry:” Thisis a Difcovery
which I very freely confefs, I have never yet been able to make, tho' I pre{fume it muft be by fome Law of
this Province ; no lefs Authority being {ufficient to make fo confiderable and pernicious an Alteration in
our State of Trade as this muft be; and you will give me Leave to obferve, that any A&t maft be exprefled
in Terms fo very clear and explicit, as to be void of all Ambiguity, before it can be allowed an Operation
deftru@tive to Two other A&s of Affembly, to a long uninterrupted Courfe of Trade {which of itfelf is
always held as a Law in all Trading Countries) and fa difcouraging to the Trade of this Province.

The A& which I have heard mentioned as performing this Work, is that pafled for bis Majefty's Serwice
in 1 754hlaying a Duty upon Servants, 3ud other Commodities ; the gth Section of which is in the follow-
ing Words :

“ And be it likewife Enatted, That all Mafters of Ships and Veflels, and Others, importing Servants
“ into this Province, by Land or Water, to ferve for the Term of Seven Years or upwards, at the Time of
¢ their Entry fhall pay unto the Naval-Officer for the Time being, belonging to {uch Port or Place where
“ they make their Entry, the Sum of Twenty Shillings Current Money per Poll for each Servant: And
¢ that all Mafters of Ships or Veflels, and Others, importing Servaats into this Province, by Land or Wa-
“ ter, to ferve by Indenture, or Cuftom of the Country, for a lefs Term than Seven Years, at the Time of
¢ their Entry fhall pay unto the Naval-Officer for the Time being, belonging to {uch Port or Place where
¢ they make their Entry, the Sum of Egve Shillings Current Money per Poll for each Servant: And that
“ for every Negro imported into this Province, by Land or Water, the Importer or Importers of {uch Ne-
¢ gro or Negroes fhall pay to the faid Naval-Officer, the Sum of Ten Shillings Current Money, over and
“ above the Duties or Impofitions already directed and appointed to be paid by any former Act or Aéts of
« Aflembly of this Province: And that there fhall be paid a2 Duty of Two Pence Current Money per Gal-
¢ lon on all Madeira Wine imported into this Province by Land or Water, by the Importer or Importers,
¢¢ to the refpeétive Naval-Officer of the Port or Place where the fame thall be imported or breught into this
“ Province by ILand or Water as aforefaid.”

Upon the bare Perufal of which, a Reader of lefs Sagacity than the Reprefentatives of the People,
would immediately conclude, as I confefs I did, that the Expreflion at the Time of Entry muft natarally re-
late to what precedes, viz. Maflers importing Servants to ferve for Sewen Years or upwards at the Time of Entry,
and not to what fo/lows, fhall pay, &. as it neceflarily muft (and that with fome Degree of Abfardity)
to make out the Conftruétion contended for: But that this never could be the Intention of the Legiflature,
appears further from their not having placed thofe Words az the Time of Entry, in a different Pofition from
that in which they now ftand, naturally and fenfibly referring to the laft Antecedent, to ferve for Seven
Years or upwards, at the Time of Entry, fince it might with fo much Eafe and Propriety have been done,
by only placing thofe Words, at the Time of Entry, after the Words fhall pay, and then it would have Read
thus, /ball pay at the Time of Entry, or, fhall at the Time of Entry pay; in either of which Pofitions the
Senfe would have been obvious, and the Conftruftion clear, as contended by the laft Lower Houfe, and
feconded by yourfelves ; and can’t be imagined, that had this been their Intention, the Abilities of the
Lower Houfe in 1754, not to mention the other Branches of that Legiflature, were fo flight as not to hit
apon fo plain, eafy, and clear a Manner of exprefling that Intention.

But I wili fuppofe, for Argument Sake, that it is not-clear from the Frame of that Sentence, that thofe
Words, at the Time of Entry, muft relate to what precedes ; yet it muft be allowed me, that it is not more
fo, that they muft relate to what follows ; and it being equally uncertain to which Part of the Two, the

Referrenge ought to be, I hope it will never be contended that it fall have fuch a Relaticn, 2= by Con-
Cc ftru&ion
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