HORATIO SHAKF L, rig; Governor. )

had been Guilty of any Breach of Truft or Negligence in the Difcharge of their Duty. But as you feem
to think I was not fincere in that Declaration, I fhall for once, lay before you the Reafons which have in-
duced, what you are plea{c;d to call, a Failure in me.

But, before I proceed, T muft defire you'll obferve, That it is fo far from becoming the Duty of my
Station to Opprefs any Set of Men, or any Individual, whether as an Officer or private Man, mereiy to
gratify the Defire of others, that I think myfelf, on the contrary, obliged to prevent, to the uimoft ot my
Power, every A& of Oppreflion and Injuftice towards every Individual under my Government, let the At-
tempt come from what Quarter it will ; and that as you claim the Right of Reprefenting to me whatever
you may be pleafed to call a Grievance, you muft at the fame Time allow, that however clearly you may
pretend any Tranfaftion may appear to you in that Light, I have till the Right of Forming a Jadgment,
and coming to a final Determination, upon your Reprefentations : And this Right I fhall always exercie,
repeat your Reprefentations as often as you pleafe, wherever they may injurioufly affeét either the Lule,
Liberty or Property of any Individual in this Province. '

And now, to remove as much as poflible the Difficulty you are under to account for my failing to {ue the
Naval-Officers and Commiffioners Bonds, agreeable to the Defire of the laft Lower Houfe, and to prevent
your attributing that Failure to my Difregard to the reafonable Complaints of the Reprefentatives of the Peo-
ple, or to a Want of Regard to their juff Reprefentations, I fhall proceed, as briefly as the Nature of the
Subjeét will permit, to examine from the journals of the laft Lower Houfe, the Grounds for that Acddrefs,
row backed by yours of the 1oth Inftant, and in an Inftance or two, compare that Addrefs with it's Foun-
dation ; and fhall then lay before you fuch Reafons as have occurred fince that Seflion, and have creatly
contributed towards fixing my Opinion, that neither are yoxr Complaints Reajonable, nor their Represcntations

Ufl.

7 And if, to avoid any Imputation on my Condué& for concealing or mifreprefenting any Materials. upon
which this Part of the prefent Debate 1s founded, I fhall give them in the Words of the Journzl of the
Lower Houfe of Affembly (with which you do not always feem to be very well acquamted; I hepe vou
will excufe me, tho’ by that Means my prefent Meffage fhould run into fome Prolixiry.

The firt Entry which I find upon the Journal of the laft Lower Houfe, relating to the prefent Complaints
againft the Naval-Officers, is a Report of one of your Committees in the following Words :

¢« Vour Committee further obferve, that by the Lift of Entries made by Stepben Bordley, Efo; Naval-
¢« Officer of Port Annapelis, it appears, that on the 2gth Apri/, 1756, there was imported in the Snip Gres-
« hound, Capt. Alexander Stewart, 75 Convidls: And that or the firt Dav of Seprember, 1756, there was

« imported in the Ship Lyor, Fames Dyer, g1 Conviéls to ferve for Seven Years: Thet upon Clearance of

« the Ship Greyhound, Capt. Scott then Mafter of the faid Ship, refuled to pay any Dury for the ~< Con-
« @ifs imported by faid Stewart in that Ship; and that Capt. Dyer refufed to pay zny Duty for the g1
<« Conwilfls to ferwe for Seven Years and upwards. And by the Account of Richard Lee, Efg; INaval Oficer
« of Patowmack, it likewife appears, That the Snow Trial, Wiliiam M Gaghin Mafter, Entered in the faid
« Port of Patowmack, g1 Conwiéts, and Cleared out thence without paying the Duty of Twenty Shiliings
<« Currency per Head on the fame g1 Convidis. And it alfo appears by the fame Lift of Entries in fad
< Port of Annapolis, that during the Courfe of laft Year's Importation, and fince the 29th 47/, 1-5¢C,
< fundry Perfons paid to the faid Naval-Officer of Port Annapolis, the Duty of Twenty Shiliings yer Head
& on Convicisy and Convills to ferve for Seven Years and upwards. And we {ubmit i, whether the faid Na-
« val-Officers ought not to have Colleted the Duty of Twenty Shillings Currercy per Head on Conciéis
 and Serwants imported as aforefaid.”

This Report, on the Day it was prefented, was Read and Concurred aith by that Houfe ; from whence
one might have reafonably fuppofed that Houfe was fatisfied the Faéts there fet forth were true; and that
every future Proceeding upon that Affair would, in Point of Fa&, correfpond with it.

Notwithftanding which, the next Step that Houfe takes upon this Subjet, within Six Days zfter, is an
Addrefs to me, referring to the Report thereto annex’d (which yours of the 1oth feems defign’d to enforce,
amongt other Things) in the following Words :

« It is truly difcouraging to us to find in others (Officers) who can’t plead Igmorance of the
« Laws, fuch an Omiffion of Duty as we could not fufpett, and which your Excellency will obferve ¢y
< the Report, in regard to the Conduét of the Naval-Officers of Patoacmack and Port Anwagelis, «.co. net-

<« auithflanding they hawve received the Duty on Servants for Scwen Years ard spuvoards, from many Mafiere of

“ Veffels, have neverthele/s omitted to receive it from others, becawje (as we prejume ) they have Entered thew
“ under the Title of Convidls, th' the Duty on fuch Servants is required to be paid at the Time of Entry; end

Wwe




