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that Point, hoping it will lead you to enquire after the Rights and Privileges of that Houfe, as well as thofe
of vour own, and that it will make your Conttituents lefs forward, for the future, to fubfcribe any fuc' Pe-
citions as were, fome Time ago, put into the Hands of many of them, by feveral Gentlemen who were
Vembers of the late Lower Houfe of Affembly.

If vou wiil only recur to the Charter that was granted by his Majefty King Charles the Firft, to the Noble
Anceltor of our preient Right Honourable Proprietary, you may find, that aimong many others, that King
was pleafed to veft his Lordfhip with a Power of making Laws, with the Affent of the Freeholders of this

moreover, left it entirely to his Lordfhip to Convene the faid
uch Manner, Sort or Form, as he fhould, in his Difcretion,
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Province, or of their Repreientatives; and,
Freeholders, or their Repretentatves, after |

jadge proper.
The A1 Settiement that was made in this Province, after the Lord Baltimore had obtained his Patent, was

made by h's Lordihip's Bruther, 1nd petween Two and Three Hundred other Perfons, in February 163%.
As the |.ord Pronriztary fpared 1o {rouble or Expence to procure Adventurers, the Number of Inhabitants
- reafed ~oace. His Lordtip afier @ while, thinking it neceffary, for their better Government, that Laws
foa'd be Enacred, by certain Initrucuons dated the tgth of pril, 1637, impowered his Brother, who had,

from nis Arval here, acted as Cupramn General or Governor, to call a2 General Affembly of the People for
tha: Purpote. In Purfiance of thete lnitructions, Summonfes were iffued through the Hands of the Shertff,
reioirng the Freemen to ~.cend in Perton, or appoint their Proxies to appear, at St. Mary's the 25th of Fa-

~

vaer, 1633 bur, the Secreary, 1od other Meimbers of his Lo:dthip’s €ouncil, were called by a particular
S imimoas. direcied to each of them. Atthe Opening of the Seflion, there appeared, from the feveral Hun.
Qi of SeMar s County and Aent-Ifland, Twenty-four Perfons, befides the Members of the Council, and
the Governar, wha, during this, and feveral other Seffions, fat as Prefident, and diretted all Things that
concerned Form and Order. dome Bills, which had been already prepared, were produced in the Houfe;
nut they no: being agreed to, 2 Commirtee was appointed to frame others, and the Affembly adjourned.
On e 24th of Marc» following, they agreed to feveral Drafts or Bills, which the Governor was defired 10
fend 1o Tnglani, for his Lordfhip's Approbation ; among thefe, was One, or Part of One, touching Gene-
-1 Afjemblies. contained in the following Words - ¢ The Lieutenant-General, and Secretary (or his De-
+ puzy’, and Gentlemen {ummoned by tpecial Writ, and One or Two Burgefles out of every Hundred (as

the Uhoice of the Freemen: at any Time hereafter affembled, fhall be judged a General Aflembly.”
1 herqer there Drafis or Bills were ever approved of by his Lordfhip, does not, I believe, appear upon
Rezyrd ; but, on the z3th of Froraary, 1633, another General Affembly being then called, after the fame
i inner as the former, and the Governor being then impowered to Affent, in his Lordfhip’s Name, to any
811 .- Act that hoa'd de by the General Affembly agreed to, an At was formally pafled by the Governor,
on tne 12:h of Mooz following, Fur ftabiybing the Houfe of Affembly, and the Laws to be made therein, Viz.

. Whnereas the King's Majeity, by his Letters Patent, hath given and granted full, free, and abfolute
«« Power and Auathority, to the Lord Proprietary of this Province, to make and ordain any Laws, apper-
“ :iining to the State of this Province, by and with the Advice, Aflent, and Approbation of the Freemen
¢ of the fame, or of the greater Part of them, or of their Delegates, or Deputies, and to that End, to af-
« {emble the faid Freemen, or their Delegates, or Deputies, in fuch Sort, and Form, as to the faid Lord
«« Propretary thould teem beit; by Virtue hereof feveral Writs, or Summons, have been direted to certain
« Gentlemen, o uppear perfonally at this Affembly, and to the Reit of the Freemen, inhabiting within
« the fevera! Hurdrecs of this Colony, and the Ifle of Kent, to Elet their Delegates, or Deputies, in their
« Names and Stead, to be prefent at the fame ; and, accordingly, all the Freemen of the faid feveral Hun-
<« dreds, and of the Ifle of Kent (jome few excepted) have Elected certain Perfons to that End; and the
« fame, their Election have fubfcribed and returned upon Record, and their faid Delegates, and Deputies,
« are now aTembled accordingly : Be it therefore Ena&ted and Ordained, by the faid Lord Propnietary,
. 2ed with the Advice, Aflent, and Approbation of the Freemen, and of the Delegates, and Deputies, af-
“ fembled at this prefent Aembly, that the faid feveral Perfons, fo Eleted and Returned as aforefaid,
o @ . v and be called, Burgeiles, and fhall fupply the Places of all the Freemen, confenting or fubferib-

) “uch their Election, in the fame Manner, and to all the fame Intents and Puarpofes, as the Burgefles
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¢ of anv Brrough in England, in the Parliament of Enrgland, ufeth to fupply the Place of the Inhabitants
e« of the Borcugh whereof he 1s Elefted Burgefs; and that the faid Gendemen, and Burgefles, and fuch
< other Freemen not having confented to any the Eletions as aforefaid) as now are or fhall be at any
« Time affembied, or anv Twelve or more of them, whereof the Lieutenant-General, and Secretary of the

« Province, to be wways Two, fhall be called the Houfe of Affembly, and that all Alts, or Ordinances,
« affented
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