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¢ through my Hands, if they had not learn’d it from my Letter to Col. Cre/ap of the 28th of May, 1755,
«« I cannot help obferving to your Excellency, that a few Days after you fent Col. Crefap's Bundle of Ba.
« pers, with a Meffage, to the late Lower Houfe of Affembly, a Meflenger came to me, as he faid, from
« fome Gentlemen of the Committee, who had been informed (as I underftood) by the Clerk, of the Pa-
¢ pers having been returned to your Excellency, and told me, that they wanted thofe Accounts of Col.
¢ Crefap’s, which had been heretofore laid before the Houfe; I told him, that [ would wait on the Gentle-
s men in the Afternoon, and give them an Anfwer. It happened that juft as I came upon the Parade the
« Houfe was adjourned, but T addrefled myfelf to one of the Committee, as I underfiood, and acquainted
e him with my Defign in coming thither. I told him what I knew about the Papers, and faid, I prefumed
« Col. Crefap would readily lay them before the Committee, in cafe they fhould think proper to call on
¢ him for them. Since the Beginning of this Seflion, Mr. Caffon, who was a Member of that Committee,
¢ a5 well as One of that which was appointed in February 1755, has told me, he remembers well, that
« when fome of the Committee afked after the Papers, in March 1756, Col. Crefap told them that he had
¢ left them at Home: And if any Gentleman of the prefent Houfe, has a Defire to {ee thofe Papers, I
« have Reafon to believe that Col. Crefap, who is now a Member, will be able to produce them. I thick
¢ it incumbent on me to obferve farther to your Excellency, that if the Gentlemen had only wanted 2
¢ Witnefs againft their Clérk, they need not have fent for one out of the Houfe, for I have been well in-
« formed, one of the Members has faid, fince I was before the Houfe, that if the Gentlemen had Queftion-
« ed him concerning the Papers, inftead of fending for me, he could have told them how they went out of
¢ the Houfe, and that he was not the only One among them that could have given them fuch Information.
« But whatever the Gentleman's Defign was, in defiring that I might be fent for, I find, that from my ce-
< clining to anfwer about a Martter which I could not inftantly recolle&, an Occafion has been taken to
< calumniate and afperfe my CharaGter. Falfe Stories have been artfully and moft induftrioufly propagated
« through the Province. Many People have been made to believe, that the Sum of 40,000/ which was
«¢ Granted fome Time fince for his Majefty’s Service, had paffed through my Hands, and that 1 abfolutely
¢ Refufed to Account for it: This I have been advifed of by Mr. Haggaman, 2 Member of the Houle,
« who did me the Juftice to undeceive the People whom he heard mention it. Infome Counties it has
¢ been alledged, that I denied my Hand-Writing ; and in Others, that I had Stole an Accourt which had
¢« been paffed by the Aflembly, and fecretly put another in it's Room, by your Excellency's Order, with a
« View of Defrauding the Public of feveral Hundred Pounds. To whofe Generofity I am indebted for
¢t thefe fecret Services, I have not been yet able to learn; but I muft rely principally on the Juftice and
« Candour of the Gentlemen of the Lower Houfe, who are fenfible there was not the leaft Foundation for
¢ fuch villainous Reports, to vindicate my Charadter, and to reprefent the Affair in it's true Light, to fuch
« of their Conftituents as may afk them Queftions concerning it.” ,

I forbear making any more Remarks upon this unlucky Affair of Mr. Ridout's, as you call it; but fhall
proceed to take fome Notice of that Part of your Addrefs, where you are pleafed to Declare, That you
« know nothing about the Rights and Privileges of thofe Gentlemen, that are {aid to conftitute another
« Branch of the Legiflature, as it is a Branch undevifed in our Charter, and unknown in it's Onginal ;" a
Declaration that differs very little, I think, from one that was once made here in the Days of Governor
Fendall. ‘That Gentleman, having been oppofed in fome of his Meafures by the Council, agreed, as it
fhould feem, with fome of the great Speakers and Leading Men among the Burgefles, to Deftro; the Upper
Houfe, and Subvert the Conftitution : To bring this about, it was fo ordered, that the Speaker and the
Members of the Lower Houfe, fhould go in a Body to the Upper, and tell the Governor ard Council that
they could not allow them to be an Upper Houfe, or a diftin& Branch of the Legiflature ; but that, if they
pleafed, they might take Place in, and become a Part of the Lower; the Governor readily accepted the
Offer, and was received as their Prefident. The Secretary, and other Gentlemen of the Council, Protefted
againft fuch a Step, as a manifeft Breach of his Lordfhip's Right, Royal Jurifdi&tion and Seigniory, and ce-
fired Leave to enter their Reafons ; but they were not foffered.  As foon s this Affair was known in Eag-
land, proper Meafures were taken to reftore the Conflitution and Government : Another Governor was ap-
pointed, the Upper Houfe re.affumed. their Authority, Rights and Privileges, and Mr. Fendall, and the
Chiefs of -the Fation, were apprehended, tried, and convitted of Rebellion ; their Lives were with fome
Difficulty fpared, but the Punifhment inflicted on them, by Lofs of Goods and Imprifonment, was thought
{ufficiently Exemplary, to deter all future Governors, and Leading Mer, from imitating their Condutt.

But you may {till infift, that this does not at all fhew, how the Upper Houfe originaily became a Eranch
of our Legiflature, and a Part of our Conftitution, I fhall therefore endeavaur to give you Satisfation in
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