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Fort Cumberland, we are informed, was firlt begun by fome Gentlemen cf the Oric Company. 25 a Stere
Houfe of their Goods, defigned for the Obio [udian Trade, and never was {Garnifoned by, Trocp: ftiiendd
there by the Direction of any Law of this Province, but commonly by #%rginma Forees. ‘Lhat Fors we
have too much Reafon to believe, from an Extraét of a Letter from your Excellency to the Secret.:y of
State, laid before the Lower Houfe in September Seflion, Seventeen Hundred and Fifty-fix, in w}l.ch are the
following Words, < There are no Works in this Province that deferve the Name of Foritcations; ‘uit be
¢ hind and among our Wefternmoft Settlements, are fome fmall Stoccado or Pallifadoed Ferts, tuiit by the

¢« Inhabitants for the Prote&ion of their Wives and Children ; and bei:des thefe, there s one lirier, the’
““ in my Opinion not much more capable of Defence, on Parcwimack, about 16 Mues veyond cur Sext.
¢ ments ; it has been diftinguithed by the Appellation of Fort Cumberiard, and ic at prefent Garrirened 1y

« Three Hundred Men from Firginia ; it is made with Stoccadoes only, and comminced aimo.t on ey e
““ Side by circumjacent Hills ; a confiderable Quantity of Military Stores that was i«ft by Generzl Erad-
““ dpck, ftill remains there, and Ten of the Carriagé Guns that his Majely was pleaiec 10 oicer 0 /irgunia
« Two Years ago, are mounted therein;” is not tenable againft even a trifiing Force, Locld they come
with any Cannon; and therefore humbly fubmit it, whether it might not be 2 prilent hMeuiire to remove
his Majefty’s Artillery and Stores (tho’ indeed the Provifions, we aie told, are chiely ipoiled, frcm thence
to a Place of greater Security.

Tho’ Fort Cumberland may be conftrulted, for any Thing we know, near a Place preper for the Naticning
a Garrifon at for his Majefty’s Service in general, yet being, as we have been :informed, bemween Einnuy
and Ninety Miles from the Settlements of the Welternmoit Inhabitants of this Province, and :n the Ticn

of that Information are confirmed by your Excellency’s Meflage of the 11th of this [nitan:, wheren wou i,
« the Diftance from Fort Frederick to Fort Cumberland by the Waggon Road 1s =5 Miles,” and ccnicquent'
the Carriage of Provifions thither very expenfive ; we humbly conceive it carnot be reaionacly cefired, that

the People of this Province fhould be burthened with the great Expence of Garriforing that Feri, wiicn,
if it contributes immediately to the Security of any of his Majefty’s Frontier Subjeéls, 1t muil be thele of
Virginia or Pennfylvania, who do not at preflent contribute any Thing towards the Sapport of it thut we
know of.

We underfland the moft common Track of the Indians, in making their Incurfiors into 7irgizia (which
have been lately very frequent) is through the wild defart Country lying between Fort Cuméeriand and For:
Frederick, and yet we cannot learn that the Forces at Fort Cumber/and tho' mol of thele are in our Pay,
the Summer paft have been flationed there contrary, we humblyv conceive, to the Law that rzifed them
have very rarely, if ever, molefted thofe Savages in thofe their Incuriions; from wihence we would willingly
prefume their Paffage is below the Ranges, which Troops ftationed at Fort Guméerlazd can with Safery to
that Fort extend themfelves to; and confequently, that any Security arifing from thofe Troops, even to the
Virginians who are moft in the Way of being prote€ted by them, muft be very remote, and to us much
more fo.

When, from the Incurfions and horrid Depredations of the Savage Enemy in the neighbouring Colernies,
an Opinion prevailed, that a Fort was neceflary for the Defence and Security of the Weltern Frontier
this Province, it was thought moft likely to be conducive to thofe Ends, to have it placed fome wrere near
the Place Fort Frederick is now conftructed ; becaufe from thence the Troops that might be judged proper to
be kept on Foot for the Security of the Frontier Inhabitants, might have it in their Power to Ringe cen-
fantly in fuch Manner as to protet them againft fmall Parties ; and in Cafe any coriiderable Bocy of the
Enemy fhould appear, or the Fort fhould be attacked, the Troops might, at a very ihore Warning, be
aflifted by the Inhabitants.

Near the Sum of 6000 /. has been expended in purchafing the Ground belonging to and ccnftrulting
Fort Frederick; and tho' we have not any exalt Information what Sum may ftill be wanting to compieat 1,
(if ever it fhall be thought proper to be done) yet we are afraid the Sum requinte tor that Purpoe,
muft be confiderable, and we are apprehenfive that Fort is fo large, that in Cafe cof an Asteck, it cannre
be defended without 2 Number of Men larger than this Province can fuppor:, purely to maintzin a Forun-
cation. We have raifed and fupported on our Frontier, at a vait Expence, a Nunber of Mern contiaeratly
more than fufficient, we humbly apprehend, for our immediate Defence and Sccurtv, hod they dcre the
Duty to which they were deftined by Law ; and yet our Militia has been great Purt of the Time curon
that Service.

Tho’ we did laft Spring, in Expe&ation that his Majefty’s Forces would ~¢t ofterdively to the Weflward,
increafe the Number of Troops in the Pay of this Province to Five Hundred. 1 order that when upen any
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