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and to anfwer the Charges that are laid againft them. I do not, Gertlimen, cefign this as a particular An-
fwer to your Addreis, or to any of the Dcpofitions that fhould have been znnexed thereto; but 1 cannor
help faying itfeems a little extraordinary, when the Complamants ail know, that if the Troops on the
Frontiers were under the Direction or Command of any Perfon in this Province, they muft be under nmi.ne,
that they fhould never think of applying to me for Redrefs, in Cate they thought themfeives reaily injured
Ly them. As Mr. Chapline is a Member-of your Houfe, he has probably acquainted you with the Contents
of fome Letters, which have been at T'imes wrote to him by my Order fince the Corclufion of the Baswimere
Scfiion ; but left he ftiould not have been fo communicative, I tuke the Liberty to lay betore vou Copies cf
thofe Letters, together with Copies of fuch as I, or my Scerctary, received from that Gentieman 5 which |
defire may be entered in your Journal, as they will, in my Opinion, moft cleariv frew, that of any Abules
have been committed by the Officers or Soldicrs on our Fronticrs, during this Jait Summer at leait, not I,
but Mr. Chapline is anfwerable for them. Hc was then, as well asnow, cne of the Lower Houfe of Affem.-
bly, eleted by the Inhabitints of Frederick County, and refided near the Place v iiere tnele Abufes are faid
to have been committed ; he had better Opportunities of examining into the Greurncs of any Complaint,
wkich the Fronticr Inhabitants may have made, than any otner Perfon; and 1f he hzd. uvpon Enquiry,
found them juft, he ought to have laid them before me, that I might have immediztelyv t:ken Care to have
the Offenders punifhed, and the Sufferers redrefled.  You will be pleafed to obferve, that this Gentleman
was twice reminded of his Duty to his Couftitucnts and to Myfeit, by Two Letters writ by my fpecial
Order ; the firlt of thefe he was pleafed to acknowledge the Receipt of by his Letter cated the 18th of May,
but his Anfwer was fuch as made me conclude, that he was much afraid of being called upon 2: an Evidence
againft the Officers, or of having his Name brought m Queftion; and therefore to free him from zll Appre-
henfions and Reftraint, and that I may neverthelefs come to the Knowledge of what the Officers may have
been accufed of, or cenfured for, in private Converfation, or publicly, I defired Mr. Ridour to write to Cap-
tain Chapline a fecond Time on the fame Subject : This Letter Mr. Clap/ine Likewife received, but for Rea-
fons beft known to himfelf, never thought proper to aniwer; which indeed I zm really forry for, and it
will, I doubt not, be by you thought unlucky, fince his anf{wering it properly, might poflibly have faved
the Country a great deal of Money, and you, as well as many others, Abundance of Trouble. But befides
what I have already mentioned, 1 think thefe Letters will fhew, that Captain Jeesr Ciapline, a Member of
your Houfe, had very little room to fay any Thing which could confirm vou in an Opinion, that [ had done
wrong in ordering out any of the Militia this laft Summer to ferve on the Frontiers: As there are many
Gentlemen among you that were Members of the late Lower Houfe of Asiembly, it is unrcceffary to repeat
the lamentable Story (whether true or falfe is not now the Queftion’ that Mr. Chagiine’s Brother came to
Baltimore, and told us when we were there aflembled, all the Soldiers that were at that Time in Garrifon at
Fort Frederick, or employed on this Side the North- Mountain, were not more than about Severnty at moft,
and feveral of thefe were fick in the Hofpital. This Confideration determined me to order a Company of
the Militia on Duty at that Time; and other Reafons of equal Weight induced me to order out Two {mall
Detachments afterwards ; all which I have already recommended 1t to you to provide for the Payment of,
and I hope you have readily complied with my Requeft.
December gth, 1757, HOR"® SHARPE.

The following are the annexed Letters, which are referred to in the Governor’s Mefiage, @iz,

Copy.
To Captain Jofeph Chapline, and to Lieutenant Moles Chapline, of Frederick County.

HEREAS I have been informed, that a confiderable Number of /rdian: have lately killed feverz!
Perfons in Frederick County, at no great Diftance from your Habitations, and that they are il
Lurking in that Part of the Province with an Intentivn, as might be reafonably fuppofed, to do more Mai:
chief; I have thought fit, and do hereby impower and diret you to muiter the Company of Militia urder
your Command, and with the faid Company or any other Men capable of bear:ng Arms that thall be wil-
ling to join you) to Range on the Frontiers for the Proteétion of the Inhabitants, uil a greater Body of
Troops can be Raifed for their Defence.  You are to act agreeadble to the Miliua Laws ot this Province,
while you are on this Service, and to keep a Journal of your Proceedings in Confequence of thefe Urder:,
to be returned to me at the End of one Month, before which Time vou may expect to pe relieved.
Given at Baitimore the 23d of April, 1757, HOR®, SHARPE.
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