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5 v oies and roceedings, Uctobery 1757,

« T will not fuppcfe you intended to draw any Inference or Argument from your defcribing the Perfon,
againft whom your Serjeant was fent, by the Name of Mr. Jobn Ridout, in your Addrefs, when I had in
mv Meflage c:l’ed him my Secretary, as if your Serjeant might have taken Mr. Ridout into Cuftody
withcur derriving me of the Service of my Secretary ; becaufe, tho” you had not at the Time you iffued
vour Warrant, xnown that Mr. Ridfsur was my Secretary, yet, when I had by my Meflage informing you
of this Matter, called him by that Title, vou could no longer remain ignorant that I was fpeaking of
the fame Perfon againtt whom yeu had tent your Serjeant; tho’ at this Time, that no Interruption might
be given to the Public Bufinefs, ever carricd on, even in the moft quiet Times, at a very great Expence
to the People, I might readily have admitted fuch Doubt as an Excufe. : .
« Bur altho' it muit be urderftood that you did know Mr. Ridour was my Secretary, you neverthelefs in-
{1t that you have a Right to tend your Serjeant to take him into Cuftody, whenever you fhall be pleafed
to think him Guilts 2= a Contempt of the Authority, or @ Breach of the Rights and Privileges of your Houfe,
RCIPBILE any fretifi Appication ta me.
« I do not propoie to enter into any Debate with you upon this Point, becaufe, as I have hitherto
avoided mahing anv Incroachments on the juft and conftitutional Rights and Privileges of your Houfe,
as one of the Branches of the Legiflature, fo am I determined not to fuffer mine, while I confider myfelf
as the Chief Branch of that Body, to be brought into Difpute, left you fhould conftrue fuch a Conde-
fcenfion in me inio a vefting you with a Right to difpute them whenever you fhall think fit.
« Iowever, ] would ju't oblerve to you, by Way of Information, with Regard to your Rights, that as
you are one of the Branches of the Legiflature, you, as well as the other Branches, have certain Rights
ard Privileges conitizutionally annexed to you while together, which the other Branches may not interfere
with, and ycou, as weil as they, have likewife certain Servants to attend you in the Difcharge of your'
Duty, tho' if the Matter was to be difputed, your Right to cloath that Servant, which you are pleafed to
cail a Serjeant, with fuch great Authority, would not, I am apt to think, be eafily made appear.
« The Gentlemen of the Upper Houfe have likewife their Rights and Privileges ; and I hope you'll be
leafed to remember, that I, as the Head and Chief Branch, have alfo mine, and particularly fome,
which neither of the ozher, fingly nor both together, have any Power to exercife.
¢« As thefe feveral Branches are conflitutionally independent of egch other, except in certain Cafes,
where I as the Chief, have a Right to give the Law to the Reft, fo likewife are the Servants of each
free from the Authority of either of the others; and therefore, wherever, in any Cafe, Offence fhall be given
by :he Servant of one to any other Branch of the Legiflature, the Parties offended muft be content either
16 overlook fuch Ofence, or to apply to that Branch whofe Servant fuch Offender is, to obtain Satis-
faction: and this is the Method I purfued with Regard to your Serjeant; for, inftead of fending the
Sheriff, or any o:her Officer, to take him into Cuftody for the Infult oftered me, I made my Application
to you: And why [ am notto be treated with the {fame Decency that you are, and have not as good a
Right to protect my Servants, and prevent their fuffering by the Authority of others, cannot eafily be
conceived. :
« Upon theie Prirciples, then, give me Leave to proceed a little further. You tell me that #fr. John
Ridcu:r, whom I call, and who you know is, my Secretary, awas Guilty of a Contemtt of the Authority,

“and of a Brean: tre Rights and Privileges of this Houfe, at the Bar thereof; you fay the Contempt he

commitied was ac the Lar of your Houfe, but you do not fay how he came there; I 2m fure he came not
there by my Conters, purfuant to any Application from you to me for his Attendance: And if you have
cilled him, whom, at that Time, you knew to be my Secretary, and fubject only to my Authority, be-
fcre veu, without purfuing the regular and parliamentary Method for that Purpole, as in this Inftance,
you have committed the firft Irregularity, both with Regard to him and me: So you had not only no
Authorizv over him when prefent, let hin have behaved as he would ; (and yet, from what I can learn
of this Affzir, I cannot difapprove of his Behaviour) but this is giving me a new, and the firft Caufe of
Complaint of an Atempt by you to exercife an anconftitutional Authority, in fending for a Perfon to
aprear at vour Bar, with whom you have nothing to do, and who is conftitutionally pnder my Pro-
teci:on, and confequently of a Contempt of my Power, and of a Breach of the Rights and Privileges
incider: zo my Station.  And I muft here take the Liberty to tell you, Gentlemen, that thefe Powers,
Rights, and Privileges, I am determined, whenever I fhall leave this Government, to deliver up to my
Succeffor, a: ru.l and entire, in all their feveral Branches, as they came to my Hands.
« Y would noz, f;om what has pafied, be underftood as if I were endeavouring to conceal any Thing
from your Knowledge, which it may be proper you fhould know ; and as the Lower Houfe of Affexlx:bly
¢ have




