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’ HORATIO SHARPE, Efg; Governor. iy

Pop-Meridiem. 'The Houfe met according to Adjournment, &c. -
His Excellency the Governor communicated to Mr. Speaker, the following Meflage, wiz. ]
|
|
i

“GENTLEMEN of the Lower Houfe of ASSEMBLY,

“ HE Circumftances of the Times, and the Nature and Importance of the Matters I laid before yos
“ at the Opening of this Seffion, gave me Hoges, that a new Reprefentative of the good People of
“ this Province would have readily gone into a Confideration of fuch Points, as fhould moft effettaally con-
“ duce both to the Security of that People againft the Incurfions and Ravages of 2 foreign and cruel Enemy,
* agd prevent the Inconveniencies which they muft otherwife inevitably be fubje& to, during the Courfe of
‘¢ the approaching Seafon.

“ Of fuch Nature were the Two Particulars I recommended to you at the Opening of this Seflion, of
* continuing the Support for the Troops already raifed for the Defence of this Province, and of making a
‘ Provifion for the Reception of fuch of his Majefty’s Regular Forces as fhould be ordered hither for Win-
* ter Quarters ; and indeed I was much pleafed to find in your Addrefs, as well 2 Promife that thofe Mat-
“ ters fhould have the firft Place in your Deliberations, as your Reliance on mine, that if yox fbould
“ think fit, after they aere difpatched, to proceed to other Bufinefs, any Bills that you fhould sffer, avbereby the
 Prosvince might be Benefited, or the Security and Welfare of the People Promoted, foould meet my ready Affent ; :
‘‘ becaufe from hence I could not but conclude, that where fo much Harmony {ubfifted between the Govern- ¥
“ ment and the Reprefentatives of the People, where the Chief Magiftrate cannot, upon Recolle&ion, charge ‘
“ himfelf with any one Attempt to opprefs or injure any Individual amongft his Majefty's Subjefts of this
“ Province, much lefs at an Infringement of, or Violation to, amy of the juft Rights and Privilegés of either
“ of the other Branches of the Legiflature, and where confeqently he could have no juft Reafon to expe&
“ any fuch Attempt being made upon him ; I fay, I copld not but conclude, that fuch Harmony and Uni-
“ on of Councils, muft neceflarily tend to promote the great End and Defign of all Government, the Wel-
¢ fare, Safety, and Happinefs, of the People Governed.

« But from what Kind of Fatality it has happened, that thefe Objetts, the Security and Quiet of the
« People, fo full in View, and by your Promife fo ftriétly and fpeedily to be purfued, thould be fo fuddenly
laid afide and difregarded, in order to make an Attempt upon the Rights and Privileges incident to the
¢ Station I have the Honour to hold amongft you, I know not; but'the very Day after your Addrefs was
“ prefented, your Serjeant came into my Houfe to take my Secretary into Cuftody, as he faid, by the Or-
¢ der of your Houfe. ,

«¢ Upon this Step, fo unprecedented in itfelf, and fo dangerous in it's Natare and Confequences, I imme-
“ diately fent you a Meflage, not fo much by Way of Charge againft your Houfe, as by Way of Com-
¢ plaint of fuch Ufage, and that purpofcly fo worded, that had this Conduét proceeded either from Inad-
« vertence in yourfelves, or Inacquaintance of your Serjeant with the Duties of his Office, an Apology
** might eafily have been made, a fpeedy End put to this Affair, and the whole Legflature left 2t Leifure
““ to proceed on the important Bufinefs, for the Difpatch of which they were called together.

‘¢ But you, notwithftanding your firft Addrefs, and the Pleafure which muft have arifen in the Breaft of
“ every Man who wifhes well to the Public, upon obferving the Harmony which thence appeared to fubfift
“ between us, having taken a Step, in itfelf unwarrantable, are {o far from apologizing for it, tho’ a fair
“ Opportunity is afforded, that you perfit in, and endeavour to juftify it, by your Addrefs of the 3d In-
" ¢ ftant, in Anfwer to my Meflage informing you of this Matter. ~

“ For tho' you do, in that Addrefs, take the Opportunity afforded you by my Meflage of apologizing

« for yourfelves, fo far as to {ay, that if the Serjeant behaved in a Manner inconfiflent w.ith the Decorum that
ought to be objferved in your Excellency’s Houfe awhile you are at Dimner, it avas ot by any Direfion of this
““ Houfe; after which you proceed to hope, if" be bas been Guilty of the leaft Intrufion or Indecency, sour Excel-
s« “Jency will impute it to bis being but juff appointed to bis Office ; which, fo far as it concerns him, to thew my
- Willingnefs to oblige you, I very readily do; yet in that Addrefs, you not-only confine the Indecency
“ offered to me to the Time of my being at Dinner, by repeating that Circumftance cafually thrown 4nto
““ my Meflage, as if you were difpofed to have it believed, that your Serjeant may at any Time, except
“ at that Seafon, enter my Houfe, and take any Perfon thence Jou thall be pleafed to order him, bat yoa
likewife in that Meflage fay, that M>. John Ridout bawving been Guilty of a Contempt of the Authority,. and
a Breach of the Rights and Privvileges of this Houfe, at the Bar thereof, awe did iffue a W arrant to our Serjeant
““ 10 take bim into Cuffody : Thus you flate the Fact; and proceed to juftify it, by {aying, This ave conceive
“ t0 be a Right which we ought to exercife without any previous Application to your Excellency,
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