=S Votes and Proceedings, May, 1750.

Forx? Gam il Retort. dated March 15, 1756, as fullows, viz. ¢ Your Committee beg Leave to in-
Ve - o4, that the Firelocks and Piftols, in general, are unfit for Service, owing entirely to the Negle&t
¢« ar. [ncipacity of the Armourer.”

Vi'nch was read and affented to, and figned, by Order of the Houfe, by the Honourable Speaker.

Ori ~ed, That Mr. Milliamien and Mr. Beall do acquaint his Excellency, That this Houfe hath pre-
cared an Addrers, to be preferted to him, and defires to know when and where he will pleafe to receive it :
I hov return and acquaine Mr. Speaker, that the Governor was pleafed to fignify he would receive the
Addrers immediately in the Centerence Chamber.

Ordered, That Mr. Sralizeocd and Mr. Fobn Goldfiorough do prefent the Addrefs.

Col. Tilgbmer, trom the Committee of Laws, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a Bill entituled, A»
At for preveni oz |ndians, dilafeoced ¢o the Britifh Intereft in America, from coming into this Province as Spies,
¢rou any crher e/ Defon; which was read the firft Time, and ordered to lie on the Table.

M:. Carrsld, from the Committce of Laws, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a Bill entituled, A
et pir vie Naturadizaiion of Feoreign Pratefianis ; which was rcad the firft Time, and ordered to lie on the
able.

Tie Houfe afjourns until 11 of the Clzck Afternaon.

Pcj-Mer:aiem.  ‘The Houfe met according to Adjournment, {Je. :

Sapue! Chamber.aine, Efq; fram the Upper Houfe, delivers to Mr. Speaker the following Meflage, wix.

“ By the Upper Houfe of Aflembly, May 14, 1756. °

¢
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“ S there zre in the Supply-Bill that was fent the 12th Inftant, by Meffieurs Lisyd and Gaflaway, and
« which row iics before us, feveral Claufes that paricularly relate to, and very circumftantially pre-
fribe, what Meatures thall be taken, and Method purfued, with regard to Military Affairs ; and as the
Conttrudting Feris, Regulating and Supporting Garrifons, Forming Regiments or Companies of Soldiers,
and. in ihort, every Thing of this Sort, is in a Manner quite New to us, and of which we do not profefs
or think ourfelves competent Judges; we have thought proper to requeft the Favour of his Excellency,
“ twho, from his Experience and Knowledge in thefe Matters, and his Acquaintance with the Weftern Parts
““ of this Province, muft be abie to advife us) to communicate to this Houfe his Sentiments on feveral Parts
of the Bill, and as his Excellency has not refufed to oblige us therein, we fubmit to your Confideration
* Lhe following Propofitions, hoping, as itis not yet too late, that if all, or any of the Propofitions meet
“ with vour Approbation, you will not be averfe to fuch a Correcion of the Bill, as might render it more
periect, and make it Anfwer, better than it may do in its prefent Form, the good Ends for which it was
“ detigned and framed.
“ [ Though a Fort on the North-Mountain will be very proper and neceflary, yet fuch a Fort alone,
Garmioned with only 200 Men, will not effectually fecure and protet the Inhabitants; becaufe the
North-Msuntain 1s fo near the Settlements on Comococheague, that Parties of Iudians may eafily pafs the
For:. come down, deftroy the Inhabitants, and retire again beyond the Fort, in a few Hours, without
being obierved, or before an Alarm can be given . Bat if, befides fuch Fort, another ftrong one was to be
“ raifed on the Eminence, at the Conflux of thé North and South Branches of Patowmack, and a Blocka
“ Houfe, or fmall Fort, between that and the North-Mountain, and a Body of 300 Men fupported to
Garrifon them, and pratrole or range on the Frontiers, it would be very difficult for the Enemy to make
any Incurfions, and dettroy the Inhabitants, without being difcovered by fuch patroling or ranging Parties :
“ Arnd in Cafe thev fhould venture down, yet, as foon as they thould do any Mifchief, an Alarm would
be given, and Detachments from the Weftern Forts timely apprized therzof, and ordered to difpofe of
themfelves in the beft Manner, to cut off the Enemy’s Retreat  Moft of the 300 Men would be ready
to join and act in Conjunétion with the Troops of the neighbouring Colonies on Occafion, or would be
atie of themfelves, to march into the Enemy’s Country, and annoy them in their Towns or Hunting
“ Grounds. And as the conftruéting and garrifoning fuch Forts to the Weftward of the North-Moun-
tain, would alio contribute much to the Safety of the neighbouring Provinces, and' is no more than
is neceilary to be done, befo-e any Expedition be undertaken or carried on to the Weftward, the Expence
‘ thereof might be defrayed out of the Sum proEofed to be granted for his Majefty’s Service, and which
the Bill directs to be paid to the Commander in Chief, that is or may be appointed to carry on fuch Ex-
* pedition. A Fort, at the Mouth of the Sewrh Brasch, would fecure a large Tra®t of adjacent fine Pafture-
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