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To his Exceleney HORATIO SHARPE, Eff; Governor and Commander in Chitf in and over the Pro-

vince of MaryLAND.,
‘The humble ADDRESS of the Houle of DELEGATES.
May it pleafe your Excellency,

THB Prorogation of the Aflfembly, which fo immediately enfued apon the Return of your Exxeltency's

Anfwer to our Addrefs concerning the Growth and Influence of Popery within this Province, pre-
ctuded us from the Poffibility of making fuch a Reply as we did then and £ill judge neceflary, both to witify
our own Couduét, and to elucidate thofe particular Fa&ts mentioned in the Addrefs, for which we have been
{o feverely taken to Tafk. Had we been miftaken as to fome inconfiderable Circumftances of che Faéts laid
down to your Excellency, which we do not yet find, there would be no Room to Triumph ; for that our
Addrefs refted folely upon thofe Fafts, or that we had no other Caufe of Complaint but what they adm:-
niftered, is by no Means the Cafe : Thofe general Affertions or Infinuations, as your Excellency is pleafed
to call them, we thought might be fufficient in a Matter of fuch public Notoriety ; but, as a Difquifition
more extenfive and more explicit feems now to be neceffary, we fhall comply with the Occafion, and pro-
ceed to fhew, that the Evil we complained of is, as we have faid, very inveterate, and that it hath long
called for Redrefs.

It is too notorious to need any Proof, that Offices of Profit and Truft were generally, if not altogether,
in the Poffeflion of Papifts, from the firft Settlement of this Province down to the Revolution; and as Po-
pery was then Triumphant, the Jefuits did not negle& an Opportunity {o favourable to the Ambition and
Avarice of their Order : They fecured to themfelves great Landed Eftates (upon which they have a Number
of Slaves, and many Tenements, which yield them large annual Revenues), erefted Mafs-Houfes, and
lived together in a Collegiate Manner; and even fince that happy Period, they have not only continued in
full Pofleflion of thofe Eftates, but have been permitted to make new Acquifitions by Bequefts, and other-
wife, to increafe their Wealth by Traffic, to exercife their Funttions, and to propagate their dangerous
Tenets with Impunity : That fuch extraordinary Countenance fhould be giver to Popery before the Revo-
lution, and indeed after, while the Proprietors themfelves were Papifts, is not greatly to be wondered at;
but we own, it is Matter of Aftonifhment to us, that the known Enemies of our Conftitution thould fi}}
meet with the fime Indulgence, whilft we have every Thing to fear from their open Attempts, or fecret
Machinations. To confirm the Truth of the laft Affertion, we will produce fuch Teftimony as will {carce
be difputed with us, and that is an Extraét from a Proclamation of the late Governor Bladen in the Year
Seventeen Hundred and Forty-fix, in the Words following : < Whereas I have received certain Information
“ that feveral Jefuits and other Popith Priefts, and their Emiffaries, have prefumed of late, efpecially fince
¢ the late unnatural Rebellion broke out in Scotland, to feduce and pervert many of his Majefty’s Proteftant
« Subjeds from their Religion, and to alienate their Affeftions from his Majefty’s Royal Perfon and Go-
« vernment, altho’ fuch Praltices are High Treafon, not only in the Ptiefts and their Emiffaries, who (hall
“ feduce and pervert, but alfo in all thofe who fhall be feduced and perverted ; L have therefore thought fit,
« with the Advice of his Lordfhip’s Council of State, to iflue this my Proclamation, to charge ali Jefuits
« and other Popifh Priefts, and their Emiffaries, to forbear fuch traiterous Practices, and to affure fuch of
“ them as fhall dare hereafter to offend, that they fhall be profecuted according to Law.” ‘This Extraé&t
from the Proclamation will not only ferve the Purpofe for which it is adduced, to prove the traiterous Praci-
ce;, of the Jefuits and their Adherents, but it will likewife evince that they have been treated with extraor-
¢'nary Lenity and Tendernefs. Another Inftance of the evil Praltices of the Papifts, or at leaft of the
firong Sufpicions that were entertained of them, we fhall produce, perhaps, fcarce lefs authentic than the
former : In the Year Seventeen hundred and fixteen, fo generally were the Proteftants perfuaded that Contri-
butions were made by the Papifts, and fome of their Party fent to Englend with a Defign to prejudice the
Proteftant. Government and. Intereft in Mary/and,, that it was thought neceflary to raife a Sum of Money by
Subfcriptiom to be remitted to Col. Blackffone, the then Agent of the Province, in order to counteraét and
fruftrate their Defigns. As this Subfcription was, promoted by feveral Gentlemen of the Council, and others
of the firfl Rank, fome of whom are flill living, to them we appeal for the Truth of this Fa@t. Heace it
will appear, that ghe prefent Difcontents of the People are not owipfg to the Clamours. of 2 few fatious
Men, as the Papifts and their Abettors have fuggefted, but to one uniform and. continued Scheme of the Pa-
pifts themfelves, either avowed or concealed as the Times and Occafions required, to fubvert the Prrotcﬁa.?ft
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