34 Yotes and ?xoc;ee;&iﬁgsjﬁ May, 1754

Growth of Popery within 3bis Provisce.
HEREAS the Right Honourable the Earl of Holderneffe, one #
of his Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of State, by his Letter to ¥

~ the Governor of this Province, dated #biteball, Auguff the 28th, ¥
Seventeen Hundred and 'Fifty Three, hath fignified- the March of a large

An A for the Security rof bis. Majefiy’s Dawinion, and. to prevest dhe

o

o

Body of French, to commit Hoftilities on his Majcfty’s Dominions here, ¥
and dire@ing him to keep a Correfpondence with the other Governors of his @
Majefty’s Territories on this Continent, in Order to concert the needful ¥
Mecans for preventing any evil Confequences therefrom; and, fince which, ¥%:
the Indians and French have, not only difpoffefed his Majefty’s Subjeéts of 3¢
Settlements, which they had in the Territory of Virginia, within the King’s 'ﬁ
Dominions, but committed barbarous Murders, and made Prifoners of feve- ¥
ral Traders, and taken their Effeéls, and are now afually fortifying them- %
felves in thofe very Places, from whence they have difpofleffed his Majefty’s ®
Subjeéts,
A, N D whereas the Infolence and Difaffc&ion of Papifts within this Pro-
vince, to his Majefty’s facred Perfon and Government, has been too often H
manifefted by many of them ; and as many Popifh Priefts, and Jefuits, hold
fundry large Tralls of Land, Manors, and other Tenements, within the *ﬁ
Province, and on them, or fome of them, have Dwellings, where they live %
and cohabit, as in a collegiate Manner, having public Mafs-Houles, whese
they celebrate their Religious Fun&ions, in the moft public Manner, per- 2
verting many of his Majetty’s dutiful Proteftant Subjeéts to Popery, as alfo o
many Servants and Slaves belonging to his Majefty’s Proteftant Subjedts, ¥
which, from their known Principles, in Church and State, muft prove of moft %
dangerous Confequence to his Majefty’s Dominion and his Proteftant Subje&ts ¥
here, as well as from the Vicinity of the French, and their allied Judsan ”
Nations, and the manifeft Incroachments, making by them, on his Majefty’s *
Territories ;djoining to this Province, and the Danger of their being joined 4
and affited by thefe our domeftic Enemies : To prevent, therefore, fuch b
Evils, and the further Growth of Popery, within this Province, it is humbly %
;

prayed that it may be enalted,

JIND be it Enafied, by the Right Honourable the Lord Propristary, .
by avd with the Advice and Confent of bis Lordfbip's Governor, and the
Upper and Lower Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That
all”Manors, Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, which were vefted in ¢
any Popifh Prieft or Jefuit, or Popifh Priefts or Jefuits, or reputed Popith ¢
Prieft or Jefuit, on the firft Day of Ofober, in the Year, One Thoufand @

‘ Seyen *




