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«-Faw, referred to it in feveral Places, and fupplied forme-Defedts in it, ** fot befides that-we have: beforé
thewn thit &t does not appear to bé a perpetual Law, we not only think it firange;:that had they lookéd «oi
thié Law of 1715 to havé then been in Forcé, they fhould not have recited it fo, ot in fome Part or othet of
that lodg Law have referred to it in éxprefs Terms, but we alfo-conceive that by the before-recited Claufes
of the At of 1732, referring penerally to. fuch Laws relatiiig ‘1o the -Militia a$ were then in Foree; they
feem cdctioufly to havéavoided faying any Thing which might théréafterbe takenasan Acknowledgment that
aiy’ Law whatever re’ating to the Militia was m Force, and chodfing, from a Multiplicity of Bufinéfs, or
fome other Reafon, rather than at that Tirfeto go into thé Confideration, and perhaps a Difpute, on the
Exsitence of any fuch Law, to refer the Determination of it to fome other Seafon; and weré we to admit
they did think that fome Law relating to the Militia was then in-Force, fince there is none particulatly na-
med, why muft it be the Law of 1715 were there no Militia- Laws prior to that? Your kactliéricy may
eali'y be iaformed there were feveral Laws made long beforé * that of 1715, and under the véry
fime Title; why then may not this Law of 1732, if 'tis to bé taken as a Supplementary Law, have beeri
intended as a Supplemiens to fome of thofe former Laws, as well as to that of 1715? If you theuld fay
thofe former Laws were ‘repealed or expred, we muft beg Leave to anfwer, that of 1715, long before the
making the Law of 1732, was expired ; and as this of 1732 contains np particular Delcription, whereby
we may difinguith what former Laws might be meant, the one may as well bé conjettured to be meant a4
the other : nor would that Apprehenfion, that fome former Militia Law was thén in Force, ind that theé
Law of 1715 in particilar was fo, be any Revival of that Law, there being we conceive a2 maneft Diffé.
rence berween fuppofing, or taking for granted, that a Law which is aftually expired is in Force, and i
exprefs Intention to revivé or give a new Being to any fuch Law ; and as to the hrft, they might confiftedts
ly enough upon that Suppofition have made a Supplement to aid fome Defeéts in fuch Law, which upon
confidering 1t was not in Force, they perhaps never would have revived ; and as to the latter, there is not
in the Law of 1732 any Expreffion which thews their Intention to give new Life or Being to any Law,
which hid beea before then expired ; and 2 bare Apprehenfion, {uppofing there were any fuch, that the
Law of 1715 was in Force, would be o far from having fuch Effect as is contended for, that it would net
only not revive that Law, but would alfo render the Refult of that Apprehenfion entirely void and fruitrate,
agreeable to0 that known Rule, that whatever is grounded upon an Untrpth, is fo far frem changing it’s Nav
ture into 2 Truth, that on the contrary fuch Superftructure is thereby rendered entirely void. And if yout
Excellency will perfitt in having this latter a Supplementary Law, we take the Confequence to be this, that
the Law to which this Law was intended as Supplementary, and on the Exiftence of which it muft confa:
g-ently dépend, having no Being at the Time, and by that Means there being no Foundation, this Supple:
mentary Law, which is the Superftru@ure, muft inevitably fall to the Ground.
Having already taken up fo much of your Excellency’s Time in the foregoing Part of this Addrefs, and
as we think, fhewn the Infufficiency of any Arguments hitherto made ufe of to eitablith the Exiftence of thé
Law of 1715, under which you fay the one Found of Tobacco per Taxable was levied, we fhall fay littlé
upon thé Conftru@ion of thofe Claufes recited in your Meflage, and which being taken for the prefent a4°
they ftand there, Weé apprehend from the plain and obvious Contitra¢tion of them, it will be no difficuit
Matter to guefs at the Sincerity of * your Excellency’s and the Council’s Refolution not to Exercife that
& Pswer which you coatend you are invefted with, without the greateft Neceflity; >’ and we fhall readily
leave it, according to your own Offer, to the Determination *“ of the unbiaffed Part of Mankind, hew fin:
“¢ cerely and heartly yourfelf and the Council have in this Inftance detefted infringing the Liberties of the
“ People of Maryland ;"* and alfo how far your Juftification of your and their Condut in this Peint, by
your laft Meffage, will b a Proof of it; as alfo how far you and they * have afled with a true and fincere
“ Regard to the Welfare and Eafe of the People, in charging them with only a fingle Pound of Tobaccd
“’per Taxable inftead of calling an Affembly, which would very probably have coit them more than tefh
‘¢ Times thar Quantity, ”* when there not only does not appear te be any Neceflity for levying that Pound
of Tobacco, there.being no Widows or Orphans to provide for; but alfo when there does appear. to havé
Been an Aflembly fitting within that very Year, before the levying of it, and when the public Levy miglit
41id odght to have been laid ; befides the prefent one now ﬁttin% within 2 Year after the Order for levying
it; and alfo how far the farue Argument may be made Ufe of, for the levying in like Manner, larger Sum4
of Tobacco or Money on the People, and may be carried to difpenfe with the Prattice of Affemblies meet-
mg atall, :
%&hd to conclude, as we are fully fatisfied that the Law of 1715 has long fince expired, we muft humbly

hope, that neither your Excelleucy nor the Council, nor both together, for the Time being, will levy thid
0,000 /6, of Tobacco 6ii the People, not only not once in “ every Year in the Interval of Affemblies, **
ut not even ‘* once in mamy Years,”” nor at all for the fature.

Being Read, and Affented to, was Ordered, on Behalf of the Hoeufe, to

be Signed by the Honourable Speaker. -
¢, Bgchanas, and Mr. Barkeés, Ordered to acquaint his Excellency that

this Houafe hath prepared an Addrefs to him, and dcfires to know when and
where he will be pleafed to teceive it: They return and acquaine Mr. Speaker,
he will-receive it immediately in the Conference- Chamber.
 Wifliam Stoughtos, Eiq, with Thirteen othiers, lent to prefent the Addrefs 5
They.retarn and acquaing Mz Speaker, they have prefentedit.
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Debtors ; Leave i given: . And, . . o
* Ordered, That the Committee of Laws prepare and bring in the famc:
. .- Fbe Haufe.adjourns *5il To-morsots Morning #%.9 of the Glock.
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