Space does not permit the mention of all who have ¢ontributed

to the unfolding of this project. Miss Adelaide R. Has

has rendered an invaluable service by making an inventory of thé
collection and developing the classed arrangement. |

For the cooperation of the many libraries and archives both »
public and private which almost without exception in the nation have

freely given access to their holdings,
To the legion of fellow searchers who have offered ncourage-

ment, stimulation and guidance,
For the vision and support of the sponsors and the dministra-
tors who have provided the ways and means,
For the devotion of those helpers who endured the igors and

hardships attendant on itinerant microphotography,
And for the loyalty of the editorial staff, and

To the host of contributors the Director makes gratiful
acknowledgment that a common impulse may dedicate thes

films to the spirit of American scholarship.

WILLIAM SUMNER JENKINS

Library of Congress
May 17, 1949
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