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apprehenfive may be put to fome other Laws, we muft fay on our Parts
that your Withes plainly appear, that we fhould be rather without a
Seffion, or any Fund for Arms, ¢, for our Defence, than to have it in-

crealed to the Sum agreed by the Conferces; and therefore, Gontlemen,
we dare not before you fend up the Bil for Arms, e take one Step

~in the Paflage of any of the Bills now in our Houle, left ic might tend

to leave us at thefe dangerous Times without fome Fand for our Defence g
and in cale you will not lct us have a Bill for Aims, (F°c. agreeable to
the Conferees Report, we are perfwaded we fhall in a mach more fincerg
manner acquit ourfelves as Datiful and Loyal Subjects, by not pafling
the Bill for encouragement of Forces or any other Bill, and by that
Means continue {till on Foot the prefent Act for Arms, {c. than by
giving a Paflage to that or any other Bill, leave the Province without any

Fund to provide Arms and Ammunition for it’s Defence,

We are really, Gentlemen, unacquainted with the many other Reafons,
which (you fay) govern you in this Matter, unlefs they be fuch, as deter-
mine you at all Events to deprive the Province as much as it is in your
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Power, of a Fund for it’s Defence; and therefore you will be pleafed tg,
take our final Refult, (which you fay you wait for) that we cannof |
confiftent with our Duty to hisMajefty in the Prefervation of this Part of

his Dominions, Pafs any Bill before ycu will be plealed to difpatch a Bill
for Arms, &°¢c. to us, agreeable to the Report cf the Confer;es,
And now, Gentlemen, before you give us your final Anfiver, we earneft-

ly defire you, like the Reprefentatives of a Proteftant People, who are

bleft with the enjoyment of their Religion and Liberties, under the beft

of Princes, to confider the real State and Circumftances of the Province.
We have an aftual War with Spais, and expett one every Day with

France, if it is not already declared; our Province lies in a defencelefs

‘Condition, eafily to be invaded by the Fresch and the Indians in Friend-

fhip with them ;. and the Papifts amongft our felves and other Jacobites,
have arrived at a degree of Infolence beyond all Imagination fome of them

- not fparing his moft Sacred Majefty himielf, others threatning the De-

ftruction of our Religion and Laws, ‘and the mildeft of them haranguing
daily upon the terrible and irrefiftible Power of Frasce and Spain. :
At this time, Gentlemen, and in fuch Circumftances, it might have

been really hoped and expefed, that the Government might have pre-

vailed upon you to have done fomething extraordinary for the Defence of
the Province; but'to be refufed not only the Fund as it is increafed by

- the Conferees of both Houfes, but even the continuance of the Fund in

being uwpon the fame Foot that they ftand on at prefent, arc Fado
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