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their Sedts there at the Pleafure of the Prince, and that he could Place

with Atheifm and Free-Thinking, A People complaining of real Ag- |

. grievances, have been called Malcontents, and Perions expofing the op- | '

preflive Practices of Officers, faid to want the Offices for themfielves. There
is no Way that we know, of guarding againft fuch Imputations, but by
People’s fitting ftill and faying nothing, let the Occafion of Speaking or
Ading be ever 1o great; however, that the World may judge of the
grounds of what we have faid in this Matter, we beg leave to put a Cale,
which we hope can give your Honours noOffence § Suppofe then the No-
‘ble Perfonages who compofe the Houfe of Peers in Great Britain, held

and Difplace them when he thought fit ; Suppofe them alfo Pofleft of all
the great Offices. in the Government upon the fame precations Terms,
Could the Péople have any great reafon to boaft of their Happinefs in
fuch a Conftitation ? Could that be called a free and independent Branch
of the Legiflature, who fhould keep a Balance between the Prince on
the one fice, and the People on the other ? Or could it with any colour
of Reafon be faid, that a Houle {6 conftituted and fo endowed, enjoyed |88
all frcedom of A&ion, and was at all times clear from'any Reftraint? E f
-And altho’ from his prefent Majefty’s known Goodnefs they could in &
fuch cafe be in no Danger, yet what woald not many Princes who have. &8
Reigned' herctofore have. done with the ' Affiftance of fuch a Houfe of |8
Peers ? If this cafe be applicable to any part of our Conftitution, ghen we §
prefume’ there is no Foundation for your Anfwer; but if on tIie
hand, there is no fimilitude between the Two, we fhall allow the World |§
has reafon to believe all we have faid on that head, to ‘proceed from no &
other caufe:than the want of your Offices. =~ | o
If your Honours will be pleafed to look again into our Meflage, you |
will find that we did not propote the Bill for Arms and- Ammunition ge-
nerally, for any Sum or for any Number of Years with a fixed Determina- §
tion, but only for fuch Sum as the Trade could bear, and for fuch a Term |
as the neceflity of the prefent Junéture might require, and therefore if you |
are fo mugh-influenced with Defires for his Majefty’s Service, as you often |
exprefs, we hope our offer of that Bill for Six Penge, or any leffer Sum |
that may be thought needtul, inftead of the Three Pence, and to continue |
to the 29th Day of September which fhall -be -in the Ycar of our Lord |
God. 1742, will not be lfrcjc&cd;“for’fha»miwéj‘thlnk?it: much more ¢onducive |
to that Service and our Safety: at- thib Time; inafinuch as greatet Surris will |
thereby be raifed in lefs Time; and altho® that Duty will be higher than|
has ufually been givea for the fame Purpofe, yet if the -prefent neceflity |
be fo urgent as you reprefent it, we hope the People will not 'beadifplcafcc'&; 1
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