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‘wember 1aft, that upon an Addrefs of the Houfe bf Commons of Ire/and, a
Proclamation was publifhed by the Lord Lieutenant, to feize all Arms,
Armour and Ammunition in the Pofleflion of atiy Papift or reputed Papiit
thefe particulars we mention to fatisty you, that although we have not |
a lefs good Opinion than yourfeives of the Roman Catholicks in this Pro- 13
vince, and of muny in England, in what relates to private Lif:, and
even to many Adions in publick Life, yet we dare not anfwer for their
Condu& in any Affair where the eftablilbment of their Religion may come
into Quettion,

We hope you are already convinced of our being in carneft to encourage
the Levies directed by his Majefty, and we own ourfelves not fharp fight-
¢d cnough to fee the Contradiction which feems to you in our Offer of Ji
part of the Fund for Arms, &’. for we fay, the Fund perhaps is not {i
more than fufficient to provide neceflary Arms, &c. but we tell youin }
the latter part that a Calculation may be made, and we cannot fee where
the Impropriety is of making a Calculation to know whether any Money
can be fpared from a Fund, which perbaps may not be fufficient for the
original Ufes and Purpofes, and our readinefs to join in contributing fuch
Moncy as may be found on calcalation more than fufficient for fuch Pur-

fes.

If any handle has been made of the Confpiracy of cur Negroes to any
other purpofe than to difcover and bring the accufed to a legal Tryal and
Punifhment, we aflure you of our being entirely Strangers to it, nor have |
we ever heard of any thing being induftrioufly fpread over the Province about;
it, except what tended to difcredit the Opinion of the Romifh Priefts b'f:in
concerned in it: By the feveral Informations taken by a Magiftrate, adf
well as by the Flight and Conviétion afterwards of the Ringleader fince
exccuted for that Fa&, we have not the leaft doubt of the Truth of fuch
cruel Defigns having been in Agitation amongft the Negroes, and whatever i
you may think of them we cannot but be fearful of much Danger to the
Peace and Welfare of the Province from fuch number of Slaves as are a- [f
mongft us, if we fhould not make proper Pré¥ifion againft their Attempts. |

Upon the whole, Gentlemen, although we'have at prefent a War with |
Spain, and you declare yourfelves apprehenfive of afudden one with France, §
who has Settlements and Forts within lefs than eight or ten Days Muarch
from our Borders which lie expofed to every Infult or Attack, although ¥
by the Laws regulating our Militia, there is not fufficient Authority to oblige §
the Service of any one in Defence of our Country againft an Invafion, al- §
‘though we have lately had a Confpiracy an‘lo‘ngﬁ‘ our Negroes, yct toour Y
great amazement you would perfwade us into an Opinion of Security: A. for Ji
Iz our flj




