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mergent Occafion, fince that Fund raifes {o little annually : We doubt not
but that on a fair Examination of the Condu& of the Gentlemen in our
Houle, their Views, Intereft and A&ions, will appear in every other In-
ftance as wellas this, to co-incide with the good of the Province in a much
more remarkable manner than the Behaviour of fome who feem to think
a lure way to Merit, is to ufe unbecoming Expreilions,

We are exceedingly furprized at the warmth you exprefs on occafion of
what we mentioned relating to the Roman Catholicks, if any infinuation
is raifed of any of you being Roman Catholicks, or attached to their Interefts,
it muft have had it’s Rife amongft yourlelves, for our Words do not exprefs
or imply any fuch thing, and we doubt not but the Roman Catholicks
will, on confidering the Words, think there is not the leaft occafion of Of-
fence given to themfelves: Our Words are thele, /72, ¢ In fuch Circum-
¢ ftances however fortunate and fafe the Roman Catholicks, or Perfons
¢ nearly attached to them or their Interefts, might imagine themfelves, &,
We do not exprefly or implicitly by thefe Words charge the Roman Ca-
tholicks with any ill Action or Intention, but the plain Meaning is, that it is
very reafonable to fuppofe Perlons of that Communion and fincerely Zca-
lous for their Religion, (which is with fuch always preferred to every earthly
Confideration) would think themlelves more fortunate and eafy, if their
Relipion was cftablifked here, tho’ even by a Conqueft of this Province by
the French, than any true Proteftant could think himielf in fuch a Situati-
on ; had Roman Catholicks of fuch like Principles as have often been dif=
covered in Plots againft our King and Mother Country,' or any Perfons
known for Difobedience or rebellious Oppofition to our prefent’ glorious |
and happy Eftablifhment in the Houfe of Hanover, given us the fame af- |
furances as you have done, of the Inclinations as well as Power in'the
R -man Catholicks, not to difturb the Peace or Safety of the Province,
under the prefent Circumftances of an infpending War with France, and -
an a@ual one with a2 Roman Catholick Prince who avowedly cheriffies the
Pretender and his Adherents, we could’ readily have accounted for fich

D.clarations, by imputing them to the ufual Policy of endeavouring to
draw us into a fatal Opinion of Security : But to have fuch Affurancesfrorh =

a Lower Houle of Aﬂ'embly compoled of Proteftants and Idyal Subjeds
to his Majelty, and true Friends to the Hanover Succeflion, is really very .
unaccountsble : The Parliament of Great Eritatn has been alwavs {o far |
ﬁ?)m vouching for the Condu&tof Roman Citholicks at any time, and |
much lets in the time of War, with Princes of that Communinn, that the = |
ftrick -t Watch has been always had over them and rheir A&inns, and even © |

fince our prelent War with Spain, it appears by the pub..ck Printsin No= |
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