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an Anfwer, but at prefent this Art of dealing in Generals, rende's your
Expreflions too myfterious for our Capacitics, |
We are now come to the only thing you have hithurto agreed with us
in, which is, our Affertion of the ¢ uncertainty how long War with &pas
¢ will continue, or how foon another with Framce, may beginif net ab.ady
¢ Proclaimed,” and therefore you have declared yourlelves ready to agree
cither to a double or larger Sum for the Defence of the Prevince, or to a
longer time, {o as there may be a fixed time of Determination: Ounar dee
fires are too ftrong that his Majefty’s Expectations of raifing Forces in this
Province for his Service may not be difappointed, to overlook thefe alter-
native Offers from your Houfe, nor.can we now miftake each other, for
your Refolution is only to have a fixed time of Determination, and outs
to have a proper Provifion for the neceflary Defence of the Province; but
as we are defirous to make this Bill as eafy as may be to the People, and
therefore unwilling to double or further increafe the Duty as you propofe,
we rather chufe to clofe with you upon the alternative of lengthening the
Time, for which Purpofe we propofe the reviving the A& for Arms, &,
for Nine Years, fo that yoa may have your wifhed for fixed Determination
of this A& ; and we hope the impartial World will be fatisfied that our
Views are nct inconfiftent with the Defence of the Province or his Ma-
jefty’s Service; for we plainly tell you, that we are only influenced to
‘this acceptance of your Offer, by an expetation that you will difpatch
a Bill to encourage the raifing Forces for his Majefty’s Service either a-
greeable to our Plan, or any other which may be judged moft effcctual
for the Purpofe, and fhall be defirous of fettling by Conference or other-
wife any Difficultics or Objections which may arife on fuch a Bill |
We confefs it is very extraordinary and what would not meet Credit
from ourfelves upon lefs Proof than the printed Votes of the Lower Houfe
of Affembly, ¢ That the Reprefentatives of a People under the Britifl
¢ Government, would not upon the leaft appearance of Danger exert
¢ themfelves to the utmoft for the Prefervation of their Rights,” and that
-your Behaviour at the-laft Meeting in May 1739, was not very different
from this, your own printed Votes will thew, where it appears, that you
firft voted the Bill- for Arms, €°c. for the Defence of the Province, to
continue for Three Years, &°c. and in the very next Moment you voted
the Bill fhould not Pafs at all, nor could the Upper Houfe then prevail with
you to revive that A&; and pray were we not then -under continual ap-
_prehenfions of a dangerous War? Or had we Armsor Money fufficient for
fuch Circumftances of Time? It istrue, there was fome Money unappli-
ed, and it is neceffary it fhould be always fo, to fupply any fudden e-
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