1741 : This Alteration, if proper at any time, cannat be fo now, when it
;s uncertain how long our War with Spass may continue, or how loon
another with France may begin, if not alicady Pioclaimed : "The Moncy
now in Eland from that Fund perhaps is not more than fufficient to
provide fuch neceffary Arms and Ammunition, as a prudent Caution in
times of Peace (even againft fuch like Confpiracies as have lately happen-
ed amongft our Negroes) might require, and therefore not to fay any
thing of the Motive of Self-Prefervation, we cannot think this Bill
correfponds with our often boafted Loyalty: Shounld a French War
break out, and our Country be attacked, many Accidents in fuch times
of Confufion might prevent the Meeting of an Affembly, and if even it
fhould meet, any future Concurrence toa Biil of this kind cannot from
prefent appearances be certainly depended on, fince it muft be looked
on as very remarkable and extraordinary, that an A& for Arms and Am- -
munition for the Defence of this Province was never {o much oppoled, |
as fince our Alarms and Apprehenfions of a dangerous War, and if we
are the leaft backward in confulting our own Safety and Defence, as -
well as we can, againft all poffible Accidents, would not our offer of fur- -
pithing Money to encourage Levies for his Majefty’s Service Abroad, be
rather ‘thought to proceed from a pretended Zeal, than any truc Prin-
ciple-of Duty to his Majefty ? Siace it might be interpreted, we did not -
think our Prefervation, or Happinefs, confifted in any Defence againft the
French, and that the moie Money and Men we {pared for one Service,
the lefs'we might have for the other, and conlequently this Province .
'might ‘be the eafier Prey to an invading Encmy ; in fuch Circumftances,, -
-howeverfortunate and fafe the Roman Catholicks or Perfons nearly at=
tached to them or their Interefts might imagine themlelves, ye_tl’wq..a«rc!
perfuaded, every Friend to our prefent happy Eftablifhment muft think °
-on fuch a Situation with Horror. ‘ -
TThefe; Gentlemen, are ourreal Thoughts and Apprehenfions, -and thef}
hdve determined us in.a fixt Refolution, not in the leaft to weaken thg
Provifion now fubfifting ‘by Law, for the Security and Defence of thé
Province, which we think, as Affairs now ftand, much too {mall, and
~ought to be-increafed ; and therefore we rather chufe to return that Bijl
for Arms and Ammunition with a Negative, than by pafling it, or.any
t

othet at ‘this: Junétore, to forward the ‘making -a Seflion, which muft pht
-n Erd to an Aé of the like-kind, that otherwife will continue &

Seflion happens, for we think it lefs dangerous to this Part of his Majefty’s
Dominions, and more confiftent with our unfeigned Loyalty, andsthe
truc ‘Iuterclt -and Sifety of this-Piovinee, to be without.a Seflion, than
| withoug |

|




