Intereft, whatever Difputes we may haye upon fome Points, which T fhall
never infilt on farther than I think my Duty in my prefent Station abfc-
lutely requires of me, | | ‘

All that I wifh is, that the refpective Rights and Privileges of the Pro~
prictor and People, may be fuirly, clearly and fully Settled upon fuch a
Foundation, as may leave no room for further Heats and Animofitics, but
that we may all jointly turn our Thoughts to the improving the many
Advantages we have by. Nature above many other of his Majefty’s Colonies.
in America. |

In the mean time, T fhall never differ in Opinion from the Tower Houfe
of Allembly, without being ready to give my Reafons for my {o doing ; and
I cannot but exprefs my Satisfaction to find, that my Anfwer to your Ad-
drefs concerning the Twelve Pence per Hogfhead for Suppo‘rt of Govern=-
ment, has appeared fo reafonable to your Houfe, that you hardly feem to -
cndeavour to invalidate any thing that I advanced in it, as may be eafily:
feen by any one who will carefully read my faid Anfwer and your Addrefs;
in an{wer to ity which is now the Subject of my Confideration.

You had in the beginning of that Addrefs about the 77ve/pe Pence per!
Hoglhead, expreffed a fort of total Ignorance of the Law of 1704, by
which the Naval Officers collected the faid Zwefve Pence; to which I an--
fwered, ¢ that the faid Law was not only under the Confideration of the .
*“ Lower Houfe of Affembly in the Year 133, but has been reatly can-
“ vafled in Converfation, by the Membersof every Aflembly that has
““ met fince that time, and that it has been univerfally looked upon -
“ by every Part of the Legiflature fince that Time, asa Law in Force.
‘“ and being, till lately, &%c.” o
. Your Anfwer to this is, ¢ that the fubje&® Matter of your late Addrefs
‘“ in relation to the Duty of Fawele Pence per Hogfhead, &¢. has.not .
““ been fully confidered or debated by your Houle before this Seflton, _
‘ though objected to by many out of Doors, but you hope, your Silence
““ and Mecknefs hitherto will not deprive you of the Right of Redrefs,
“ now Application is made in order to obtain the fame, \_

This is contrary to nothing that I .advanced, but that.it feems to in-.
finuate that the Forbearance of Affemblics fince the Year 1733 ta fall up-:
on this Law, did not proceed from a Belicf of it’s being in Force as I h dy
obferved, but only from the Silence and Meeknefls of the faid Affemblies ;
which of us is in the Right in this, muft be left to the Publick to judge. -

As tothe next Poiat, Iaffure you that Iam very far from charging or cven
fufpedting your Houle orany Gentleman in it, to have ncw Light in Re--
Agion, and I hope my Words can imply no fach Thing, but as to Politicks;

| _whi;]}-




