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muft allow when you confider, that at this prefent Time, we pay a Duty
of One Penny per Pound upon all Tobacco exposted out of this Province
to any of his Majefty’s Plantations in fmerica, towards the maintenance
of the Callcge of /irgigia; a Daty npan Foreign Rum, Sagar and Mol-

laffes imported into this Psovince ; Six Pewce per Month out of Saitors
Wages for G’reewiﬁb Hofpital; and Poftage for Letters garried by the
public Poft; all which Daties and Impofts are laid on by the Parliament
of Great Britain, without having or requiring the Affent of the People
of this Province to the fame, befides the many Fees levied and paid in
the feveral Colanies of America and the Weft Indses, by the fole Prero-
gative of the Crown and Authority derived from thence, without Aés of

Affembly Paffed for that Purpoic.

The next Thing you mention, is the Method ‘made ufe of by fome
Officers to get in their Fees; whatever is done illegally in this Relped, is
certainly a real Grievance which ought to be redreffed, and T am fare I
fhall never interpofe in fuch a Cale, but leave fach Officers to the Law,
which T hope is fufficient to punith-them when they tranfgrefs it. |

I fhall always be ready to give my Affiftance to fettle the .Fees upon
fuch a Foundation as may put a final end to all Difputes upon. this
" Head, but how this can be done by a temporary Law of threc Years,
I muft confels I cannot conceive, nor how a perpetual Law to this Par-
pofe could prove deftructive to the People, which on-the contrary leems
to be a very defirable Thing for their Quiet and Happinefs, as it would
put a final end to all forts of Oppreflion and Extortion, which they
now fo much complain of, and which may in a great meafure be occa-
fioned by proper Penalties not being laid upon Officers for Offending in
this Refpeét. ~

~ As to what you mention of the Upper Houfe having a Negative on all
Bills that are to Pafs into Laws, I hope this is not one of the Girievances
that you defire my Affiftance to remove, which I muft freely owa I cannot
promife you, nor do I believe you will have the Affiftance of any fucceed=
ing Governor, to alter in fo great a degree the whole Frame of our Con-
ftitution. -

As to Buying and Sclling the Offices of the County Clerks, andthe very
Perfons who receive the Profits of the Offices aforefaid praclifing as At-
torneys in the Courts to which thefe Offices belong, thefe are Points: of
Law, which muft be left to the decifion of Courts of Juftice, and which
the Governor has no Power to determine by his own Authority. -

"Fhe Proprictor’s Agent requiring Alicnation Fines on Devifes; i3 a
Point of private Property, upon which nothing has as yet come before me;
if it hould, as Chancellor, I fhall endeavour in thisas: in alk other Cafts;
to give a Decree according to Juftice and Equity, to the beft of my Judp-
ment and Underftanding; from the Court of Chancery there is;an Appeal
to the Court ot Appeals, and from thence' to his Majefty in Gbul;ig!;
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