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the fame, without fuch Conditions as would in out Apprehention prove
deftrudtive to the People, for Reafons your Excellency cannot be a
Stranger to, viz. that of making it a perpetual Law; arfd how reafon-
able it is that the Gentlemen of that Board, who without any Warrant
from the Royal Charter, aflums a Negative on the Proceedings of the
Delegates of this Province, and whofe Seats at that Board, are only at
the Will of the Right Honourable the Lord Proprietary, and who (with a
fingle Exception only) are compofed of fuch as hold the chief Offices and
Pofts of Profit in the Government during Pleafure, the exorbitancy of
whofe Fees illegally charged, and the oppreflive manner of Extorting
them from the People, was what was endeavoured by that Bill to be Re-
medied ; how far we fay, they ought to be Judges and have a Negative
in an Affair wherein they are {0 deeply interefted, we leave to our Su-
periors and the World to judge; whilft we are upon this Article of Fees,
we cannot omit mentioning to your Excellency another Pradtice lately
crept in amongft us, That of Buying and Seclling the Offices of the
County Clerks; and the very Perfons, who receive the Profits cf the
Offices of Clerks and Regifters, pradtifing as Attorneys in the Courts to
which thefe Offices belong : That fuch Sales are unlawful is toc obvious to
be denied, and whether the fame Perfon, acting in the different Capa-~
citics of Clerk and Attorney, having the Cuftody of the Papers and Evi-
dences of the Perfon againft whom he is concerned, and the entring up.
of the Judgment in the Caufe, may not be introductive of Corruption,
Injuftice and Oppreflion, we fubmit to your Excellency, or any other
unprejudiced Perfon. A

The exalting Alienation Fines on Devifes, is, we conceive, a Thing
contrary to the Tenor and Conditions of our Grants, a Proje& introduced
to drain Money from the People within thefe three or four Years laft paft,
from a forced Conftrution of the Words of our Patents,

We are far from defiring to Wrong his Lordfhip of what properly be-
longs to him, but cannot help Complaining of that Prerogative and Au-
thority he has lately taken upon himfelf, to Vacate his own Grants of
Land to the People of this Province, on account of Surplus or any other
Matter, as invafive of our Propertics, and a2 Thing not to be done by
any Subject.

The. Naval Officers of this Province, we ‘think are, or ought to be
Subject to the Laws of it; yet notwithftanding the esprefs Claufe
in the Paper Currency A&, that all Contralts to be made from and
after the Publication of that A&, fhould be -paid and fatisfied in
Bills of Credit, they, to this time, have obliged Mafters of all Vei-
fels Entring or Clearing with them, to pay their Fees in Gold or
Silver; Strange! that the holding an Office (the Fees and Perquifites
whereof, arife from the Labour and Induftry of a People) fhould fet
Perfons above the Law, and inveft them with a Power to opprefs .
that People !
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