: Nodékcﬁ&ent‘s@am obliged to take the Oath of Plaintiff or Defendant themfelves, within this
Pravince; apdlif they have not-Agents or Attorneys in Fall, they need not wear, but then they
are indapabigie fuing or defending themfelves froin any Suits commenced ‘againft them, (which are
common, in ordet to attich their Bffe@s) without fome Perfon to0 reprefent them, This Dilewia
nd will remain as long as the Law remains in Force, and whether that fhould ‘be for the whels
Three Years, or a fhorter Time, the- Non-Refidents will be great Sufferers, keing.very certain thae
* the leaft GbltruGion in recovering or fecuring a Debr, is very often the Lofs of it. Thefe Things
 being premifed, it is thought neceliry to add, chat the Pravince of Mayyland was granted by His
late Majelty King Chasles the Firft of blefled Memory, td His Lordthip the Lord Baltemose, by a
- Charter, or under the Great Seal of England 3 And that the better to entourage People to come
jnto ghe Province, and refide in it, befides the Power granred to the Lord Proprietor, feveral very
~ample Privileges are granted by the Royal Charter to the People, fuch as rhe Parricipation of all
the Rights, Liberties, and Privileges of Englifb Subjets in the ftrongeft and moft comprehenfive
~ Terms: And that nothing may be wanting for the good Government and Happinefs of the Coun.
try, the Lord Proprietary, with the Affent of the Freemeén, or their Reprefentatives,. aré impows
ered to make and enadt Laws, ro*inforee Obedience to thofe Laws, and to punifh the Tranfgreflore -
of them, under thisexpiéls Provifo; T S A : v
- Provided neverthelefs, that faid Laws be confonant to Reafon, and be not repugnant or contra-
I"ti';'_ii-y';"Bu’t”'a’s;"nexr’a’j'conveniemly"may— be, agiéeable to. the Laws, Statutes, 'Cu{t‘oms, and Rights
of this our Kingdony of England, it.is concetved; that this A& of Aflembly, is neither confonane
. to Reafon, nor agreeable to Laws of Englard; and it cannot be pretended, that the Circomftance
of the Country, when the A&t was made, tendei'd it necefliry, to make that, or any ofher Law
‘diffonant to Reafon, or repugnant or contfary to the Law of Englands. nor were there any Com-
plaints of the Membres fuggefted in the Preamble of the faid A&, that appears by the Proceedings
* of the Aflembly; nor wasany one Pralitioner of the Law charged befure them, with exaling
‘more than the Law allowed, of cilled apon to anlwes any fuch Complaint, | e

 Queny 1. Whether the Oith, prefcribed by this A@ of Affembly, is ot inconfiffent in it lf,
'( if intelligible Y the former Part of it. being an abfolute Negative as to the taking any Thihg At
all for any Service, &Fc. in the Law ; gho’.:h‘eh;_s_er Part of it mentions and -limits Fees that may

be taken?

 The Intention of the Legiflature, in direlting this Oath, appears to be, That the Pralifers of

 ¢the Law, fhould fwear not to take any other Fees, except fuch as are allowed by this A& of Al
fembly : But it is pénn’d infuch a Manner, as to be liable fo the Objeftion mentiomed in this
- Query, and is Infenfible. R - . : . : »

Ouery 2. Whether it is juft, reafonable, ora greeable to the Laws of Ergland, to oblige a Man’_
to (wear he will not receive the Value of his Labour and ‘Pains in his lawful Calling, tho® his Em="
Ployirytiinks he well deferves it, and offers ithim? ‘ R R

- Attorneys being in Nature of Minifters to Ceurts of Juftice, it may be reafonable to limi¢ and LN
-fettle their Fees ; and-to prevent fecret Methods of Extortion, if fuch were growing up; it ‘may '

not be againft Reafon to reftrain them, in fome Inftances, from taking more, tho’ it thould be of- \_/
~ fered i .Bur I conceive; that the Provifion made for that Purpofe, by this A&, is unreafonable, be-

caufe it dire@s one entire Fee to be raken- for profecuting ' and defending any Suit from the Be-

- ginning to the End of it; whereasthe Labour and Pains in attending a Suit, will differ according -
~ “to'the'Length of it, and the Method and Praltices ‘us'd by the Adverfary ; for which Reafon the

- Reward ought to differ,” It feems to me that the proper Provifion would have been to eftablifh -
certain Fees for the parricular Services, or Part of Bufinefs, to be doke by an Attorney, or Lawyer‘, v

in.any Suit.

Query 3. Whether every Britifh Subje@ has not a Right to difpofe of his own, in what Manner,
to whom, .and in. what Proportion he pleafes, for any lawful Service done him 7 Whether it is - :
* not inconfiftent with thar Right, to put any Subje& vnder a Reftraint of ‘rewarding a Perfon that.
bas afted faithfully and honefily in his Profelfion, and been very ferviceable to that Subje&t, who -
ix Contible of it, and wou'd give a Reward adequate (0 the Service done 1 and whether it is not law-
" fal to give any Perfon a Gratuity to encourage him to be jult 'and diligentin bis Profefios, and un-
© " lawful'and unjut to reftrain any Pesfon from fo deing? |
' “There can be no doubt, but every Subje& hasa Right to- difpnfe of his own Property, but that
- Right is fubje& to the Controul of the Legiflature in particular Inflances, who injuft Reafons,
.. as to prevent fecret Ways of Extortion and the exceflive Enhancing of Fees, may prohibit One
—f-‘r**ﬁrgm-'gi_‘vingrand;t:he_G‘therffom—xeceiving—‘.,—fmorefthanfﬁichWa}ce'ttain_ﬁxf.d.é.ﬂ_.m. Bug_then, the
y firong and cogent, and to be made out by Evidence

"~ Reafons fordoing this, ought to appear ver

- Reslpeafordeing thit coght to appeat very d1on be m
. - Query 4 Whether itabe’a’gteeableto Reafon, to the Law of Enoland, or the Liberry of a Snbe
,je_ﬂ&;;.itq;diveﬁ{‘l}déa-'of their Properties, and the lawful Means of fupporting themlelves and Fa-
o milies with Bread; who are not-{o much as charged with having tranfgrefled ary known Law i or

" 'to put Men of any lawful Profeffion, or Calling, thatare not cunvilt of any Misbehuviour in their
© " ‘Calling ; nor for tsanfgreffing any known Law of the Land, undes any worle Gircumttances as to

- their Property, than the reft of their fellow Subje@s? A

k 1 thznkhxtw ould be unreafonable. - v | |
EE ,  Query 6.




