'g’\hg CASE of | tbnﬂj that praffice the Law: in Marylanc% gﬂd 0

&

chial Levies of Farty Pounds of Tohaceo per Pall. If the A& fhould: happen to be 3 Lofi to the
People, . in leffening their Quantlry of Tahaceo, and not rifing its Value, they are at Liberry, and.
will, no daubr, make up their Lofles, hy other Ufes of their Land and Labour; hueshe C|
have no other Means of Subfiftange, than whar arilgs wholly from thofe Levies; it iy neiche . \,
fitent with their Charaéter ro make ufe of any other ; nor dath it {eem agreeable fo the Wildom
of the. People, to put them under a Necellity of ufing any other, LT e T

8, Becaulg the Alteration of the Time for the Sheriff 10 bring in his ;Kp}iﬁj;l} Aggg&jn&g of Tohac+

€, is very detrimental to the Creditors, whetber Clergy, or athers; who, by this Means, will lofs .~
the Opportunity of difpofing of their Tobacco ‘within a realonable Tj’me, and nat to the fame Ad- "

- vantage with the reft of the People,

And the fqllowing Cale, vizs

thofe that trade to that Province.

L .I;N_thQYéaf!7I5» QI",,A& of Affembly was m.il,dg,ﬂ;tgnaﬁertain;i.bé,,f‘gg;, "ff‘dﬁf??mylrfami;;)t})ervf’} f't_'c‘;% ,

titioners of the Law in Maryland ; by which A&, they are exprelsly prohjbited to exal aay

~ more than whar the A& allows, and the Penalty is no lefs, thanan Incapaciry for the:future’; which

A& is a perpetual Law, and ftill in Force, s And by another A® likewife in Forcegiany Attore

- mey that fhall refufe to yndertake a Caufe, foy the limired Fee, forfeits, for every. Refiifal; goolb,

of Tobacco, and is to'be fulpended his Pratice for a Yeay ; yet the Affembly, in Octobery 15715, L

- pafs’d the A&t annex'd, which makes no Alteration in the Fees. -

- N.B. All .thofe that pra&ice the Law in Mayyland, let them . be of what Degree they will in
the Profeflion, are Attorneys, and have always taken the Oaths of Attorneys, and are obliged .to
do, not only all the Bufinels of Attorneys, Solicitors, and Council, but very often of Book.keepers,
in drawing and Racing the Accousts of their Clients; withoyt which, fuch Accopnts would nge
be intelligible: And of Surveyors too, in' all Caufes relating ro the Bounds &f Land, which are
much the greater Number ; of EjeQtments, and A&ions of Trelpals, and even of drawing the En~
tries of Clerks, and Retarns of Sheriffs, to prevent Errors in'the Proceedings, Thefe Circamftances

 bave very frequently induced .the Clients to’ give the Lawyers fuch Gratuities as they (the Client<) -

~have thought reafonable Compenfations for the Services done him, or which they expelted, of which, -

they (the Clients) were always the Judges ; and it is to be prefam'd, feldom exceded whar wast -
reafonable ; and the Lawyers dare not infift . on.any Thing more than the 'limited Fees, Tow.
bacco being the Staple Commodity of Maryland, the Lawyers Fees are limited and paid in
that Specie, which is generally colle&ted by the Sherifs, who have 10 jer Cent. for their Commif
fion ; which, with other Dedu&ions, commonly amount to 20 or 2§ per Cents. And the Lawyers ate -
frequently oblig'd to go to Law with the Sheriffs for their own Tobacco, elpecially, when it is of

-.any Value ; and very often, by the Infolvency of them, (the Sheritfs) and theiy Sureties, either lofa

~ ‘tend, to hinder any Pesfon ar Rexfons refident beyond the Seus, or.in any of the Neighbdutig% Proe -~
- vinges .or Colonies, being Plaintiff or Defendant, .in any A&ion hereafter to be commenged;who
. are not.aftually in this Provioce, or ieprefented by their Agents or Attorneys in Fat, at the Time,
~of commencing {ach ABion, from profecuting or defending their AQion aforefiid, withopt:being.

it, or are obliged ro make difudvantageous Compofitions,. afrer the Lofs.of much Tiwe, and-a good -
Market, and after having been at a very great Expence; 1o avoid which Ixuconv,e'niency, the Law-.

—yers have frequently ﬁ'ild"t’ﬁéi?"l‘aﬁ:i?c’p to their Clients, fometimes for the Curtent Price, and ofa
ten for lefs : But by thislate A& of Allembly, they (the Lawyers) are probibited to take more thay

104. Current Money, (which is bur 7 5. 64 Sterling per Cent.) of their Clieots : tho’ fome of them - b

>

~would much rather pay the Market Price. if twice thar Sum, than Tobacco, in Specie; which Peg-

ple cannor do at fome Sealans of the Year, withour great Inconvenieocy » efpecially, whep theie
own Tabacco is difpafed of, and they are obliged to buy of ochers at a Difadvantage.  Then tha
Lawyer is reduc’d to the unhappy Neceﬂ,’gry of _pmting-his'Cl_i‘e.nt to _It\cohvgniejqc_,eﬁ, ‘thereby difo-
bliging him, and lofe: his Bufinefs, or give up a Part of bis Righr, by lelling ar any under Rate,

- People are encouraged to make or deal in_any Sort o'F Commadity, that is fometimes of very lirtle
- Value, in Expe&tation of irg advancing;.and of their receiving the full Benefir of that Advance ;
" which, it is prefam’d, ‘every ane has an undoubted Right to, as'vell to difpofe of every Thing

that he has any roperty-in, to his beft Ad'va'nrage: Bot this AQt of Aflembly, tho ir allows 3 Pers
fon rhat pratices the Law, a certain Quantity. of Tobacco for. his Fees, yer it reftrains him from-
félling that Tobacco for above fuch a Price ; which Reftraint will appenr 1o he the more anequal
and unjuft, when it is confider'd (that as the Fa& really is) Tobacco is 2 very precarians.Common

dity, and fometimes not worth 4 per Cent.. in.many Parts of the Country, and very few Buyers ag

. any Price ; and that then the Lawyer will be furg ro-'hav.e'his"Fe.es paid himin Tobacco, wheniris - ‘.
- not of any Service ; hat when it is valuable, he is excluded a Share of che common Benefit,  Bea.. -

fides the Hardfhip put upon the Lawyers, the Clients are depriv'd of the Service ot thole Lawygeh -
thar they actually employ’d and pud Fees to, in the Bufine(s now depending, and that will nat -

_qualify themfelves by taking the.Oath prefciib’d ; which very few of rhg,;l’,mfemqn,ﬁgimgg@z,',ogf;»;fi‘;»f-‘,f-f--f;

“induced ghereto by mere Negellity, -ar very-ignowant, will do ; and thofk that Trade into the Pioa -

ut under an unheard of Difficulties and Hardfhips, by the following Provife.

vince (tho’ it is knowan that the Inhabitants- cannor fubfift without being fupply’d by them) arg h
. Pravided, that this A&, nor any Thing therein contained, fhall extend, -"O'f:be,cqﬂ'olned',tox'ex;

-

tied down to the taking the Oath or Aflirmation (if a Quaker) of Plajngitt or Defendant afoes
faide Any Thing in this At to the contrary, nmwi[hﬂanding. RO
Tho’ feemingly made in Favour of Non-Refidents, yet as it is penned, it is congeived, pute

shem under this Dilemna, thatif they have Ageats or Atcorneys iu Fadl, in the Country, they (tha. |

Nope




