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 chial Levies of Forty Paunds of Tobacco per Poll. 1f the AQ fhould happen to be a Lofs to the

People, in leflening their Quantity of Tobacco, and not raifing its Vulue, they are at Liberry, and
will, no doubr, make up their Lofles, by other Ules of their Land 1nd Labour; bot the Clergy
have no other Mens of Subliftance, than what arifes wholly from thofe Levies ; it is reither cons
fitent with their Charalter ro make ufe of any other; nor doth it feem agreesble to the Wildom
of the People, to put them under a Neceflity of ufing any other.

8. Becaule che Alteration of the Time for the Sherntt (o bring in his Anuual Accounts of Tobace
¢, is very detrimentul to the Creditors, whether Cleigy, or others; who, by this Means, will lofe
the Opportunity of difpofiug of their Tobacco within a reafonable Time, and not to the fame Ad.
vantage with the reft of the People.

And the following Cale, wiz.

The CASE of thofe! that pratice the Law in Maryland, and of
thofe that trade to that Province,

N the Year 1715, an Al of Affembly was made, to afiertain the Feet of Attorneys, and otkey Frace
titioniers “of the Law in Maryland ; by which A&, they are exprelily prohibited to exa® any
more than what the A& allows, and the Penalty is no lefs, than an Incapacity for the future ; which
AQ is a perpetual Law, and ftill in Force. = And by another A& likewife in Force, any Attora
ney that fhall refufe to undertake a Caule, tor the limired Fee, forfeits, for every Refufal, soolbe
of Tobacco, and is to be fufpended his Praltice for a Year ; yet the Affembly, in Oitober, 1725,
pals’d the At annex'd, which makes no Alteration in the Fees. ,
~ N.B. All thofe that pralice the Law in Maryland, let them be of what Degree they will in
the Profefiton, are Attorneys, and have always taken che Oaths of Attorneys, and are cbliged to
do, not only all the Bufinefs of Attorneys, Solicitors, and Council, bur very nften of Book.kespers,
ip drawing and fating the Accouats of their Clients; without which, fich Accounts would not
be intelligible: And of Surveyors too, in all Caufes relating to the Beunds of Land, which are
mach the greater Number ; of Eje&tments, and A&ions of Trefpafls, and even of drawing the En-
tries of Clerks, and Returns of Sheriffs, to prevent Errors in the Proceedings. Thefe Circumftances
have very frequently induced the Clients to give the Lawyers fuch Gratuities s they (:he Client:)
have thought reafonable Compenfations for the Services done him, or which they expelted, of which,
~ they (the Clients) were always the Judges ; and it isto be prefum'd, feldom exceded what was
realonable; and the Lawyers dare not infit on any Thing more than the limited Fees, To-
bacco being the Staple Commodity of Maryland, the Lawyers Fees are limited and paid in
that Specie, which is generally colletted by the Sheriffs, who have 10 per Cent. for their Commif=
fion; which, with other Dedv@ions, commonly amcunt to 20 or 25 per Cente And the Liwyers are’
frequently oblig’d to go to Law with the Sherifls for their own Tobacco, efpecially, when it is of
any Value ; and very often, by the Infolvency ofth.e(n. (the Sheriffs) and their Sureties, either lofe
ig, or are obliged to make difadvantageous Compofitions, afier the Lofs of much Time, and a good
Market, and after haviog been at a very great Expence ; to avoid which Inconveniency, the Law-
yers have frequently fold their Tobacco to their Clignts, fometimes for the Cuitent Price, and ofa
ten forlefs : But by this late A& of Affembly, they (the Lawyers) are prohibited to take more than
" 10 5. Carrent Money, (which is bur 7 5. 6.4.-Sterling per Cent.) of their Clients ; tho’ fome of them
would much rather pay the Market Price, if twice thar Sum, than Tobacco, in Specie, which Peo-~
ple cannot do at fome Seafons of the Year, \_nrl_thout great Inconvenigocy ; efpecia“y, when their
own Tobacco is difpofed of, and they are obliged to buy of ochers at a Djfadvan;age. Then the
Lawyer is reduc’d to the unhappy Neceflity of putting his Client tq Inconvenjepce, thereby difo-
bliging him, and lofe his Bufinels, or give up a Part of his Right, by felling at any undgi Rate,
People are encouraged to make or deal in any Sort of Commadity, that is fometimes of very little
Value, in Expe&tation of irs adyancing, and of their recgiving the fall Benefit of that Advance ;
which, it is prefum’d, every one has an yndoubred Right to, ag well to difpofe of every Thing
that he has any Propesty in; o his beft Advanrage: Butthis A& of Aflembly, tho’ it allows a Pere
fon that praltices the Law, a cerrain Quantity of Tobacco for his Feas, yet ic reftraios him from
felling thag Tobacco for above fuch a Price ; which Reftraint will appear to be the more unequal
and wojuft, when it is confider'd (that as the Fa& really is) Tobacco is 3 very precarions Commo-
dity, and fometimes not worth 4 per Cent. in many Parts of the Country, gnd very few Buyers ag
any Price ; and that then the Lawyer will be fure to have his Fees paid himin Tobacco, when it is
not of any Service ; har whun it is valuable, he is excluded a Share of the fommon Benefir. Be-
fides the Hardfhip put upon the Lawyers, the Clients are depriv'd of the Service of thole Lawyers
that they aually employ’d and paid Fees to, in the Bufinels now depending, and that will not
qualify themfelves by taking the Oath prefcrib’d ; which very few of the Profeflion, that are not
induced thereto by mere Neceflity, or very ignosant, will do ; and thofe that Trade into the Proe -

vince (tho® it 1s known that the Inhabitants cannot fubfift without being fupply'd by them) are
put under an unheard of Difhiculties and Hardfhips, by the following Provife.

Provided, that this A&, nor any Thing therein contained, fhall extend, nor be cyftomed to ex-
tend, to hinder any Perfon or Perfons refident beyond the Seus, or in any of the Neighbouring Pro-
vinces or Colonies, being Plaintiffior Defendant, in any AGion hereafier to be commenced, who
are not a&ually in this Province, or reprefeated by their Agents or Artorneys in Fad, at the Tims
of commencing fuch A&ion, from prolecnting or defending their A&ion aforefaid, without being
tied dowa to the taking the Oath or Atkrmation (if 3 Quaker) of Plaintitt’ or Defendant afores
faid.- Any Thing in this A& to the contrary, notwithftanding. ‘ ‘

Tho® feemingly made in Favour of Non-Refidents, yet as it is penned, it is conceived, pyte
them under this Dilemna, thatif they have Ageats or Attorneys iu Fad, in the Country, they (the

‘ Nopg




