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OF THE

Lower Houfe of Aflembly of the Province of
‘ MARYLAND

v

(Thurfday, ﬂgﬂ/f 75 1729.)

HE Houfe met according to Adjrurnment. The Members were call’d over; and all o
\ ‘ _ ¢ rele
were Yefterday. The ij’m‘cecdmgc of Yefterday were read 'OVErs ’ prefent ad
Mr. Crabb hath Leave from the Houlz, to go Home. x :
Col. Gale, and Mr. Key, are oxder'd to prepare a Suppleémentary Bill to the A& concerning com:’%:’éd
Felons. ’ . _ - ' §
The following Meflige, viz.

, 5 - By the Lower Honife of Affermbl; o} 204
- Moy it pleafe your Honours, A ! fe of Afemblyy Augrf 7 17296
. This Houfe hath obferv’d, that in your Meflage of the 6th' of Auguft, by Benjamin Tasker, Efq;
your Honours exprefs a Surprize at our alledging, -that we had not heard any Attempts were made
to procure his Lordfhip's Diifent to the lare Tobicco-Law, when the Fa& is fo notoiions. Tt
would have been Marter of Surprize indecd, if we had alledged any fach Thing ¢ But we are cer-
tain, that if your Honours will pleafe to perufe our Meffage again, yoa will find no fuch Allegation
in it. ' »
This Honfe agrees to all the Amendments propofed by your Honours, to the Supplementary -
Bill, &c. except thar of leaving out and other Officers ; whith we conceive, ought not to be: For 3
even the laft Regulation of Fees, in the Year 1725, (in your Hopours Judgment then, and in the
- Opinion of this' Houfe fill ) contains ample and full Rewards to- the feveral Oficers, for the Sere
vices to be done by them ; and we cannot think, that any Reafon can be affign'd, why their Fees,
as well as orher Tobacco-Debts, fhould not “be fubje& to a Dedultion; when the People, who
make the Tobacco to pay them, are under a legal Reftraint, which will difable almoft all the
poorer Sort, who {hall  have the Misfortane to be concern’d  in Law Suitsy (which your Honours:
know frequently happens) from paying all the Oficers Fees, and fupporting their Familiess  Bes
fides, as the Bill is calculated for the General Advantage of the Country, and that the Officers
~will certainly participate of that Advantige, we conceive it-to be bur agreeable to Natural Juftice,
that they fhould bear a proportionable Share of the Burthen. If it fhould be alledg’d, that ir is -
bar contingenr, whether any Advantage . will acciue to_the Courtry, from the Law it felf; and
thar the Officer, by making a Dedultivn of his Fees, will fuftain a certain Lofs upon fo uncertain
a Profpe&, as is the Effe&t, the propos’d Redu&iqn may hive on tlie Trade ; and that if the Peoa .
ple thould be difappointed in their Hopes, the Officer will have no Reparation for his Lofs: We .
beg Leave to anfwer, that the Planter (if tlie Bill pafles into a Law) will certainly be hinder'd of -
making fo much Tobacco as he-cotld make, was he at Liberty, with a View to raife the Valae of .
what fhall be mide; that the Officer his an equal Chance in the Event, with the Plan-
ter, and therefore his Lofs ought to bé as certain s And fhould the People have the Miss
fortune of being difappointed, and. that Tubacco fhould continue to be fold at: the very
low Rates it now bears, ( which are fuch, your Honours know very well, that People cun
hardly maintain themfelves, with the greateft Induftry they can ‘ufe) we intreat your Honours to
confider the wretched Condition they will be reduced to, who fhall be obliged to ‘pay a large
Share of whar they make to the Officersy and fir otber Dues; and how it will be poffible for
them to {ave their Families from Starving, with what fmall Remains of their Crops will produce.
Sheuld the Officers be exempt from a DeduQi n of their Fees, projortionable to what other
) . People are Subjedt to, it would (we concéive) ba a anifelt Partiality in {higli Fovour ; which we
hope the Le siflature of Aaryland, will avoid the Imputation of, o ,
- We requeft your Honotrs 1o confider the Reafons herein, and fuc!n others, as Your own ]udg‘
ments may {uggeft to you; and thar yoa will not infift on an Alteration liable to fo many Excep-

tions, and fo unjuft and unequalin it felf ; but pals the Bill withoutir. '
Sign'd per Order, M, Macnemara,Cl. Lo H-.,
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- Was fent to the Upper Honfe, with: the Rill, Tntituled, 4 Supplementavy A& to the A&, Intituled,
An A& for Improving the Stajle of Lobaco, by Fames fllydry, Efq; and Mr. Fobafon wlio return, §
and {1y they delivered the [me. . . /

¢ Col. Gale, delivers to Mr, Speaker, a Bill, Intitaled, A Supplementary Atk to ile A&, Intitaled, 4n .
A8t 10 prevent the Abufes of con ealint convifled Felons, and othey Offendevs imp 'vrted *ato this Province, and A
for the better Difccvery of thent. Which Bill was readhe firft and fecond Time, sy an efpecial Order,
and pafs'd ; and fenr to the Upper Houfe, by Col. Gale,/and Mr. Key ; who rctare, and fay they .
delivered the {une, y . Jobm :



