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be diffused amongst our posterity by the repayment
and faithful application, according to the provisions
of the act, of the sums loaned for their construction.

Long have the patriots of our state sighed over the
neglected state of education; long have her pub-

lic functionartes and her people busied themselves

in searching for means to provide adequately for that
holiest duty of a paternal government. Behold them
now flowing from this measure. Hitherto we have heen,

on the subject of internal imptovement, a divided pco-
ple. A very large portion of the state having no di-
reet interest in works of this character, has been reluce
tant to consent to their construction, and many of our
best citizens have pertinaciously refused to lend the
publie purse or public credit to any such enterprises,

thinking it unjust, that all should be burdened in equal
proportlon with expenditures of which a part only were
to reape the immediate benefits; but happily a change has
taken place in our poliey in reg:ud tosuch works. The
systems of internal improvement and general education
are united. The former is made the hand maid of the lat-
ter. The law of the last session lends the public
credit to insure the completion of works of great 1m-
portance and certain profit, and bestows the whole of
the great direct pecuniary gain of the state to provide
for general education, and the whole state; as with one
voice, approves the measure. All rcjoice that these
magnificant enterprises no longer languish—all hail the
light of the new day which has dawned upon our na-
tive land—all exult in the sure prospect of ampie pro-
- vision being made in future for the developement of the
lntellectual powers of our posterity. Great, rich und
powerful, the people of the state might have been with

out this, but happy they ecould never have beconie, a
sheet anchor for their republican institutions they w ould
not have had. The instructive pages of history, an-
cient and modern, tell of communities warlike and
powerful and abounding in wealth, who yet Luve known
little happiness, who have been the victims o depravity
or the sport of tyrants; and these same paces acquaint
us also with the fatal cause—the uneducated condition,
the deplorable ignorance of the great mass of the peo-
ple. Shining instances have ex1sted and may again €x-
ist, of great genious and learning in 'the midst of igna-




