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one thousand distinet species of shells, out of which
only a very emall number have heen indentified with
recent species  Fort Washington, situated at the mouth
of Piscatawa creck on the Potonac, is desiznated as the
principal locality of the fossiliferons deposites in Mary-
land belonging to this periad.  The foundation of this
structure rests upon a ferruginous elay. above which a
deposite of black sand and over all a thick coat of gra-
vel, are observed. In the ferruginous clay composing
the banks adjoining it, boughs aud twigs of trees wine-
ralized into a compact iron stone are found. The ra-
vine behind the Fort, displays to view an a-cumulation
of fossil shells, which has been perctrated to the depth
of forty-five feet; and is covered by a thick stratum of
coarse gravel. Deposites of fossil shells bearing the
same character, may be traced all along the northern
side of the Piscatawa, extending as far as Upper Marl-
borough, on the western branch of the Paruxent.

The next period in the Tertiary furmation, called the
Meiocene, from the circumstance of its deposites contatn-
ing a greater proportion of recent shells, although these
are still less numerous than the extinct species, has not
so far been indentificd in Maryland,

Superior to this, is the Older Plerocene period, in which
the recent species are comparatively abundant, Aceord-
ing to Mv Lea, this period finds its equivalent in the
fossiliferous and selenitous deposite on the St Mary’s,
at the mouth of St. Inigo’s ercek.  For the Newer Plcio=
cene period, according to the same authority, we must
look to the deposite at the mouth of the Potomac, in the
same county.

But besides these, and anterior to them, in the opi-
nion of Dr. Morton, there is the Ferrug nous-sand forma-
fion, embracing the green sand, or green marl of New-
Jersey. A very characteristic deposite of this period,
has been discovered between Port Tobacco ereck and

the Wicomico. Our objeet beiug, hiowever, to consider
these fossiliferous deposites in an cconomical point of

view. they will in this respeet be more fully described

in the succeeding section.

Secr. 11.—Princpal Loculities of the Shell-marl Deposites
on the Potomac, their Constitution, relative value, and use.
As the usc of marl has scarcely been at all resorted
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