26

daposite of black sandy loam well suited tothe growth
of corn in whichitis exceedingly productive.

Queen Ann’s eounty possesses a soil likewise best
adapted to the growth of corn. A purt of the Long
! Marsh is embraced within its limits, west of which and
' between it and Chester river, there 1s an elevated di s-

trict of table land found to be very improveable. The
upper and central portions of the county although eom-
osed of light soil, are by judicious cultivation made to
yield handsome returns; some of the peatest farms on
‘he Eastern Shore of Maryland being situated there.
The western division of the county, where the land 18
rolling, in the shallow but sometimes pretty broad val-
levs through which the small streams empty themselves
into the Chester, there are beautiful situations for the
formation of artificial meadows. Soue enterprising and
intelligent farmers have already taken profitable advan-
tage of these situations; but the resource offered in this
way to the agricultural interests ol Queen Ann’s coun- 3
ty 18 no where better evinced than on the estate of Ed-
ward M. Tilghman, Esq. in the valley of Reed’s creek, "'
between Centreville and (Queenstown. Similar improve-
ments might be effected at the heads of Hamilton,South
East, and Island creeks. The neck of land known as
Spaniard’s neck, between the last mentioned creek and
the Cotsica, also consists of alight sandy loam very fa-
vorable to the growth of corn; and 1t possesses moreo-
ver in the extensive Indian deposites of oyster shells
that occur on the banks of the Chester, and which will
be more fully described in the succceding section of this
~report, a resource of the greatest value: Similar de-
,,posites occur south of Corsica creek, and as already stat-
ed in the preceding section, an abundance of excellent
shell-marl. The flat land, on either side of this creek,
partaking of the general character of the surrounding
soils, improved inmany places by the washings from
adjacent hills, 1s founc to be more congenial than the
upland to the growth of wheat. This appears to be the
character of the soil in that section of the county, on

Chester river, lying between the mouth of Corsica and

Queenstown. In Piney neck, situated between Back-

Wye and the Eastern bay, the soil is mostly a clayey

loam. Such, likewise, is the nature of the soil in the
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