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sent state of the sctence, no certuin system founded up-
on chemical data can be devised, independent of expe-
riment. Empirical results, on the other hand. are
equally unsatisfactory; because the ohjcet is not on-
ly to discover the innate productiveness or unproduc-
tiveness of the soil, bhut likkewise to ascertain the means
of improving it. Both methods, therefore, musthe re-
sorted to—the analyiical and experimental.  The lalier
of the former method will be amypiy repard by the cer-
tainty with which, under given circimnstances, it de-
notes the best mcans of amelioration; but it is almost
useless to attempt it Wlth()ut the concurrent indications
of the latter.

Without pretending then for (he present to assign
the precise limits of all the varictics of soil that accur
in the section of our State now under examination, their
general charaeters in each county niay he indicated as
follows:—East of the Choptank, in Carolize county. the
soil 1s very generally sandy, greatly deficicnt not only
in calcareous, but in aluminous particles, and vet as-
tonishingly productive in Indian corn. Tt would be
found no doubt very congenial to the growth of the
Palma-Christi, a plantsaid to be extensivelv cultivated
in the lower counties of the Btate of Vircinia, and tho
seeds of which (the caster-otl-bean: scll vervreadilv i
Baltimore at 150 cents a bushel. Fhese kindsof <}x(«ll
marl that have been desiznated us calearcnus and clave
ey, and which have becn indicated as cccurring in the
neighborhood of Denton, are admirbly wcll ealeulnt-
ed to improve the condition of the <oil here.  Farmers
in the lower parts of the ('ou'n\' ax in Poplar-neck,
might probably avail themselves of the extensive d@po-
sites of marl on the Talbot side of o Cltak, espe-
cially that described as found a f:; woniles bolew Dover
bridge. West of the Choptank, and broowoon itand the
Tuckahoe, in the neck of land exterdin s 1o the contla-
ence of the two branches, thcsoil is mor - ahndnons iy
some places decidedly a clayvey [ean: Livee it s hetter
adapted to wheat crops. Tt would liiewi-e Lo heneft-
ed by the application of such marls as accur inthe neizh-
borhood of Hillsborough. The upper portions of the
county again, present a light sandy sail: hut in that part
of it Lnown as the Long Marsh, the soil 1~ an alluvial
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