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powers, rights and duties of the several public functioa-
aries, to whom the sovereign people have confided the
management of their aftuirs, it would seem that peicn,
order and harmouious accord, in all its ittrrna] opera-
tions, should ever attend its progr ss. Su iy bus Lithar-
to been eminently the case within onr own stte. anl,
with few exceptions, it has, so {ur) beon o less 1 han-
py fortune of our sister states. wrd of the Urian.
Time may now be said to have Aenionciared to theee
United States the inestimable value of the {orm of TOV-
ernment, devised by the enlightined potiotem, ard
brought into successtul operation by the patrirchal vir-
tues of our ancestors; but it hus equally <Lewn that Luy-
man wisdom can devise nothirng, Lowover exeellent,
which may not, by human ingenuity, be perverted, It
18 in vain to hope 10 be entireiv freed, by any fourius of
government, from the workinzs of those adversary
principles, between the governing and the poverred,
which have marked the history of munkind ‘hreugh all
time; and whilst our admirusble constitution may he
ound to have done, and be still capable of doing, much
towards preserving the just balance of cur political
gystem, it must ultimately prove buta weak Varrier a-
gainst the inroads ofambition and power, unicss strength-
ened by the constant devotion and guarded by the wake-
ful vigilance of the free people, to whom it is the “sheet
anchor of hope.” Whenever the people of this coun-
try shall become indifferent to this subject; whenever
tney shall fail to rally with alacrity and zeal to the re-
pair of any breach, which may have been made in the
palladium of their liberties; then shall we have passed
our meredian as a confederated Republic, and be rapidly
descending to servility and despotism.

We transiitted (as was made our dutv) to His Ex-
celiency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virgin-
ia, twu reports of a joint commiittee of the Senate and
House of Delegates and sundry resolutions of the Gen-
eral Assembly , atits last session, on the subject of our
southern and western boundaries, and the long pending
coutroversy with Virginia in relation thereto:  And, in
further ecompliance with the directions of the General
Assembly, we selccted and engaged the services of two
additional counsel—Bene 8. Pigman and Joseph J. Mer-
rick, Esquires,—to assist the Attorney General, in con-
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