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and & half to: throa and a hal( feet thxck Thls wa"- |

the: first vein discoverad, and was_ apened about
tweaty years ago.by Mr. Rizor and the coal held_in

high esnmatlon for many years until the ncher\vems _
were discovered. " "1'ne. szcond . vein 'is from eighty
te one hundred feethtghorm the h!"S‘ and JS h'o.n‘

" four to six feet thick..

The third and most vaiuable vein iy found nearer
the summit of the hills and the upper parts of deep
vallies. ’I‘hla vein is from cht to ten feet thxck and
like the veins below, is batween strata of rock. 'Fhe

bed ‘on which the coal rests, and the roof which cov.

‘ers it, are of slate with a great mixture of coal: but
the coaldlmlmsbes and the slate prevails for. three or
“four feet in thickness.. - This often gives the mine.an

appearance of uncommon depth uatil. it is-thoroughly
~opened. But in those mines which are worked to. -

any great extent, the vein of pure coal is about eight
feet thick, subdmded horizontally by three or four
‘very thin veins of slate, seldom more than half an
~inch thick. Next above the slate roof is sandstone
in thick layers and often of a.quality suitable for the
various purposes of freestone in building. . "There is
a preference givento those mines.which lie deep,.and
‘arein-.a moist situation, and have a considerable
_height of hill over them: the coal from such . mines,
‘being more pure and solid, is.quarried in much laiger
,b)ocks and ‘is much less lnable to crumble -and. waste

in handlmg, thap that from mines situated 8o near

the top-of the hills as to be.too dry and to have, but

litle depth of earth over them n. ( Reportl and Let-

tm, §e. p. 93--94)




