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dstry, it is a sulphate of lime. Its constituents oceur
~.abundanly in the bed of clay which has Just been

described—the sulphuric acid being derived from
the decomposition of the iron pyrites and copperas,
and the lime from that of the shells. Their spon-
taneous union, undera vaiiety of favorable circum.
stances belonging to this locality, is explicable by the
first principles of chemical science, Wherever ' the
same conditions shall be found to exist, the produc-
tion of sclenite may be confidently expected. Ac-
cordingly, at Hog Point on ti:e Patuxent river, where
-a bed of clay occurs similarly constrated to that on
the St. Mary, a like formation of the same substance
1s found to take place. Krom the relative position
of the two localities, it is presumed that the bed of
clay extends across a great portion of the peninsula
.of St. Mary’s county, and may be looked upon s a
natural factory, upon a large scale, of an article
which can be rendered valuable iy many ways. It
may be proper, however, to add the remark, that
these masses of selenite cannot be expected to occur
throughout the whole bed of clay. They will be
found only at its outbreakings, where the concurrent
action of the atmosphere aud of waters will bring
about the conditions necessary for their production.

The occurrence of plasier of paris on the Patux-
entis an old traditicn in Maryland. It is known,
too, that the stncco employed in the State House,
at Annapolis, is made witl sulphate of lime obtained
from St. Mary’s coanty.  “L'his fact had induced an
enterprising agricultarist from a neighboring state to

-make arrangements for piacceding to the diseovery

of some continuous depousite of the mineral. 'I'be
eanterprise, alterwards, was adbandoned, in cehse.




